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oF 118 MAJESTY'S SHIP = 


Orr THE NILE. 


. WHENCE come theſe plaintive tones of dif- 


conten A 


« "Theſe ſorrowing murmurs croſs the Ocean ſent? 
ce Why, while on 9 8 courſe 1 mount the 


prow, | 
As my brave comrades the proud billows TROY 
For chearing notes of joy, why meets my ear 


os Anger s hoarſe voice? ? why flows Affliction $ 


tear?” 
"Tis thus, when firſt the lite; ſail 
To Nile's immortal banks ſhall bear my tale, 


Friend of my youth, who ſcorn | vile n 


phraſe, 
I ſeem to hear reproach, inſtead of praiſe ! 
But think fince firſt from boyiſh trammels freed, 
On Cam's reſounding banks, on Granta's mead, 
The rae revels we were wont to lead, 


w T7 — 


| 
| 


Attracted by ſome wealthier fool's dull joke: 


* DEDICATION. 


* 


How many a grief has ſpr-ad its mournful hues 


O er all my thoughts, and Aren d all my 
views! 


Then ſeem d, as on my lyre the free notes rang, 


Fame's laurel chaplet in my reach to hang, 
And bright behind Futurity's pierc'd ſhade 


Hope's airy figures in the ſunſhine play'd : 


Then hollow Friendſhip told the truſted lie, 


And the tear mov'd in falſe AﬀeCon's eye; 


Then mad Philoſophy conceal'd in ſmiles, 


And veil'd with gaudy flowers, her future wiles, 


Nor yet had once, with diſtant triumphs warm, 
Let drop the maik that hid the demon's form. 


But ſoon the fairy colours gan to fade, 


Hence the gay veſts which Folly's ſhape array "4 


Hence the loud ſhouts of ſenſeleſs mirth ; the roar 


Of Bacchanalian orgies pleas'd no more: 


The crowded city's din ; the idiot rites, 


In which dull Faſhion's votary delights, 


Diſguſted ; and to quiet vales I fled, 


Where winds might whiſper muſic o'er my head. 


There, in the lap of languid eaſe, I lay 


Many a long night and long inglorious day: 


No titles brightened my ignoble name, 
No riches lighted up my dying fame, 
No more the circle liſt ned as I ſpoke, 


But 
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But pity, the mean coward's inſult, fell 
To ring my vaniſh'd honoxr”s parting knell. 
Vet, long uneaſy in their aſhes kept, 
The ſmould'ring fires of former efforts ſlept. 
At length I burſt Sloth's ignominious chain, 
And wak'd the long-forgotten lyre again 
Then they, who once had triumph'd o'er my fall, 
Stung with mad anger, nurs d the rifing gall, 


And Envy, Malice, Calumny, combin'd 


The deadly draught, to blaſt my peace of mind ! 
O ye, who till to faith and honour true, | 
Amid retirement's ſhades, (ye glorious few!) 
Cheriſh my voice, my name, with growing love, 
And in the lowering tempeſt kindeſt prove, | 
For you the Muſe a laſting wreath ſhall weave, 
Of which no time your temples ſhall bereave! 
But ye, ye faithleſs, who in ſorrow's hour 
Sbrank from the cloud, and fled the chilling 
„ stream, CE 
Who thought, while yet 1 fail'd on Folly's 
Urg d the light race, ſhot the gay chariot's gleam, 
Spread the rich banquet to a crowd of fools, 
And liv'd as one of Fortune's ſenſual tools ; 
Who thought that wiſdom iſſued from my tongue, 
And boaſted kindred as my praiſe ye ſung; 
Vet, ſince the Muſe revives, and temperate days 


Nurſe my lone ſtudies, far from ſplendour's 
blaze, 


"2 Who 


| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
| 
| 
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Who hear no eloquence, no ſenſe diſcern, 
But with cold cowardly averſion turn; 
Ye mean! ye ſtupid! lofty ſcorn will ſpare | 
The fate ye merit, and your names forbear !— 


Then think, my friend, in — impervious 
clouds 


Elack Care my melancholy kts ſhrouds, 


Oer ſcenes, which genial ſuns in vain illume, 
Impends, and throws an univerſal gloom ; 
«« Sheds browner horrors o'er the frowning woods, 


«« Deepens the murmurs of the winter floods , 


And, chilling all the Muſe's boyiſh fire, 
| Bids none but plaintive notes eſcape the lyre! 


Think and forgive, nor let reproach again 


' Pervade thy boſom at the mournful firain! 
So ſhall the friendſhip, which, with ray ſerene, 
Has warm'd our breafts in every varying ſcene 
Of life's tempeſtuous ways, from earlieſt youth 
Io the laſt hour, retain its equal truth! 


| * Pope's Eloiſa to Abelard, ver. 169, 170. 
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sECOND EDITION. 


To appear a ſecond time We che publick, 
who have given ſo favourable a reception to the 
: former edition of this Novel, without ſome ac- 
: knowledgements of gratitude for the praiſe be- 
: ſtowed upon it, would ſeem like a want of that 
- | ſenſibility, of which, the few who know the 
author, will never accuſe him. His earlieſt am- 
bition was literary fame; but ſolitude, indolence, 
hopes, perhaps too ſanguine, prematurely and 
violently chilled, and ſome very complicated ill- 
uſage, certainly little merited, had for a while 
torpified, if not enfeebled, his mind, given , 
ſombre hue to his ſentiments, and at length, if 
occaſionally the reviving embers of his former 


A 4 | | ardor 


— — ᷑ ᷣ— — — — 


which it bas cauſed to per vade theſe volumes, 
may conflitute their principal, nay, even their 


more powerful than fancy, and we can always | 


vi. PREFACE, 


ardor impelled him to ſeize the pen, guided it 
with a bold and careleſs hand, and perhaps in- 


fuſed too bitter, or too melancholy, a tincture 


on the language and the refleQions. This muſt | 


be his apology for the little expectation or anxi- 
ety he has expreſſed in the prefatory chapter of 
the ſecond volume, regarding public approba- . 


tion. Yet, perhaps, he has no reaſon to _ 
the effect of this turn of mind upon his book; it 
may be, that the 15 language of the heart #, N 


only, merit. 


- Nature,” ſays Dr. Warton, in his remarks 


upon Pope 8 Elegy on an unfortunate Lady, * 


«feel more e than we can imagine +.” 


= ä - Las D — n — 
2 


; # 35 FU of Cowley, 


wh Forgot his epic, nay Pindaric, art, 
« Yet ſtill we love the language of the heart.” 
+ W arton's Edit. of Pope, I. 3 336. 


The 


PREFACE. | IX 
The ill- accordance of the manners and habits 
of thinking of a young man, who addiQs him- 
ſelf to intellectual purſuits, with the general 


amuſements and courſe of life in a country 
neighbourhood, may perhaps have derived much 
: of the force, with which they are here painted, 
from the perſonal experience of the author. That | 
filence. which ariſes from timidity, reſerve, ab- ; 
ſence of mind, or real ignorance of che ordinary | 
phraſes of rural pleaſures or occupations, is in- 2 
terpreted into pride—and this imputed pride is 
5 returned by the moſt cruel envy, n ridi⸗ 
cule, and calumny; indiſcretions are ſought for 
with diabolical malice, and repeated with i incon- 
ceivable exaggeration ; and he ſoon finds that to 
be popular, he muſt be withont even the ſaſpi- | 


ny EAA UNA has been his am- 
bition to attain. we 


Life i wats with difficulties ; and there is no 


fituation, of which ill-will may not take the ad- 


vantage to aggrayate the evils, and embitter the 


| feelings * 
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feelings. Such as the author has repreſented to 
have oppreſſed Fitz-Albini, he believes are not 


uncommon. To encourage, therefore, a dig- 


nity of ſentiment, under ſufferings which often 
cannot be avoided, and by a delineation of fimi- 
lar diſtreſſes to ſoothe the tear of ſorrow and 
diſappointment, and inſtead of a falſe delufive 
hope, which experience will continually over- 8 
turn, to teach affliction to look beyond the grave 


5 for happineſs, may claim the praiſe of affording - 


| at leaft an innocent, if not 3 uſeful, amuſe- 


in filling up this outline, the author was per- 
fetly aware, that the paucity of incidents would 5 
be deemed by many a great deficiency. Zut, as | 
he always valued ſentiment and reflection above 
5 perplexity of plot, which, when e once unravelled, 
_ ceaſes to intereſt, he has choſen to follow his 1 


own ideas of excellence. 


Jo the accuſation of perſonalities and . 5 
from quarters with which he is utterly unac- 


Juasinted. 


PREPACE. © — 


quainted, he will not condeſcend to make much 


anſwer . When a portrait of folly or vice was 
_ demanded from his pen, it was not always eaſy 
to avoida feature or two of ſome of thoſe ſtrange 
figures which reality had ſo deeply imprefſed on 
| his mind. But how few paſſages of this kind, in 
theſe two volumes, which the ſtupid calumny of 
i three or four ignorant and narrow individuals S 
has called a ſtring of perſonalities, can even kw 
"7 moſt e perſon nd out? 8 8 


1 4 


FE 
* What a i FIR ba FE dark aſſaſſin 
of his reputation, who, in a private anonymous 
letter to the © Britiſb Critics,” of which he could 
not know the particulars, and which, therefore, 
he could not anſwer, appears evidently to have 
attacked his character, and to have done an equal 
injury to the perſon, of whoſe refidence it inſi- 
Adiouſly dared, for the purpoſe of adding poiſon 
to the dagger, to aſſume the initials!—And what 
a rebuff to this aſſaſſin was the honourable con- 
duct of thoſe to whom the attack was addreſſed, 
who truly ſaid, they were utterly unacquainted, | 
even with the very name of the author of the 
Novel! | 
AY 
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All thoſe affronts, and irritations, and diſcon- : 


ragements, which the hatred of vulgar minds, 
to a man of genius, adds to the evils to which 
3 the common lot of humanity has expoſed him, 
. are repreſente l in the character of Fitz -Albini to : 
have taken their peculiar colour principally from 
the combination of an illuſtrious deſcent, with a @ 
; decayed fortune, operating upon a lofty ſpirit, 
at a period like the preſent, when there has 
been an endeavour to overturn all the antient 
principles of ſociety, to treat the pretenſions s of 
birth, not only with contempt, but abhorrence, 
and to give a daily increaſing influence to new- 
got wealth, however acquired, and whenceſoever 


This every diſcerning reader will on, is the 
uniform hue and tendency of the novel than 


which nothing can be farther from the paltry 
5 object of ridiculing a few obſcure individuals, 
who flatter themſelves with a very ill-founded 


ſelf. importance, while they have only ſerved, 5 
here and there, to point a ſentence or two, or fill 


up 


na. 
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up a vulgar groupe. The great topics of morals 
and politics, which have of late years been agi · 
tating all Europe, the author truſts it is ſuffici- 

ently apparent, have occupied his principal 
. and been ncareft to his heart. 


At a criſis like this, when the circulating li- 
draries have inundated the kingdom with a flood 
of novels, by half-witted writers, who have | 
ſoothed their ſelf-ſufficiency, for the low place 4 
they hold in ſociety, by calumniating all that 
Was high and venerable, by repreſenting rank 
as a groſs uſurpation, and talents, and wiſdom, iy 
and virtue, as confined to the humbler ſpheres 
of life, it ſeemed no uſeleſs taſk to attempt to 
ſtem this torrent of ſeduction, ſo very flattering | 
co ordinary and ill-educated minds, and ſo very 
: miſchievous to all the bonds by which ſociety 1 is 
held together, 


G as the author is, that what to ſhal- 
low underſtandings appear unphiloſophic rem- 

nants of feudal n, have the deepeſt 
foundation 


xi rRETACR. 


foundation in wiſdom, and tend to ſoften, in- 
ſtead of aggravating, that inequality of ranks, 


which, conſtituted as we are, muſt exiſt among ö 


human beings, he feels deeply intereſted in re- 
calling and enforcing theſe old-faſhioned opi- 
nions. 


So long as mere wealth, without conſideration 


by what means it was acquired, or regard to the 
birth, or education, of the poſſeſſor, ſhall be an 
introduction into all ſociety, and all places of N 
truſt and reſpect, the ties of harmony and good- 
will, by which a government is ſupported, muſt BE 
every day be growing looſer ; ſubordination muſt , 
5 become inſufferable to its natural defenders; 3 mo- 
8 rals muſt daily deturpate; and all thoſe honour- 
able and virtuous employments, and profeſſions, - 
which drew after them fame, and te the unſub- = 
ſtantial reverence of the mind,” infiead of riches, 


will be deſpiſed and deſerted. The poet, the 


hiſtorian, the moraliſt, and the philoſopher, 
will have all their efforts damped, and even ſup- 


preſſed. The Clergyman, the Soldier, and the 


Advocate, 
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Advocate, will teach their ſons to prefer the 
mean employ of the counting-houſe to the ſcanty = 
competence, the laborious days, and the dangers | 
and wounds of their own occupations, when they 
ſee the contractor and the ſtock · jobber, though 
rude, illiterate, ſtupid, and baſe, courted by 
all the world, and carry away all diſtinction * | 
the glare of their * property. 


If ee be with, let theſe things be 
heeded ; for, this fall of the old barriers which 
ſurrounded it, ſtrikes at its very root. Among 
| the pinch advantages of hereditary rank, is : 
its tendency to ſoften 1 heart-burnings of 
wigs; by counteraCting the operations of 


3” intrigue, violence, extortion, and diſhonourable 8 


riches. The man who inherits an honour is ge- 5 
: nerally more virtuous, if not more able, than its 
firſt acquirer. (So at leaſt thought Lord Bacon. ) 
To beſtow that reſpe and that pre-eminence on 
wealth, which are refuſed to birth and intel- 


lectual merits, will eſtabliſh an inequality 


Which, as neither prejudice nor philoſophy can 
N | | defend, | 


mirable mental powers. 
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defend, muſt involve in its downfall the 9. 5 


tem with which it 18 connected. 


vet let it net be fuppoſel Git oe; is 0 


fooliſh as to inſinuate, that either talents or vir= 
tue are the excluſive poſſeſſion of the well-bora, 
or that any ſyſtem of government can eradicate - 
the frailties of human nature. He has endea - 
1 voured to repreſent folly or vice odious, what- 
ever be its ſtation in life, and particularly ſo i in 
thoſe to whom an iltuftrious anceftry, and virtu- 
ous connections, have ſet a better example. 
But where abilities, highly cultivated, and an ; 
; elevated heart, happen to be united to a noble 
7 deſcent, yet to want ſuperior opulence, he has i 
attempted to exhibit the ſtruggles which ſuch a 
character muſt undergo againſt the tide of the = 
preſ ent popular opinions, and the final loſs of 


him to ſociety, though, in former days, ſuch 5 
qualifications would have led, not only to his 


perſonal proſperity, but to the advantage of the 
publick, by the direction and exerciſe of his ad- 


ARTHUR 


L. | INT, whole 
memoirs 1 am now about t to > wg ww 


*, on the e of Jas + 1769. His 


health and! his employments, during his 


t 


earl eſt | ears, | were watched with that 
ſolicitude with which fond parents are 
accuſtot to attend an only child, the 
bole hope: of an antient and honour 


Vor. . B family. 


* 2 
* 


8 F 4 


* 
_ 
* 


. 
1 


k 
3 
8 
i 
* 
1 B 
1 
LT 
1 


uncommon, not always good. It ſeemed 
often in them as if he was ſtruggling at 
| ſome 


8 2 1 


> had not firength enough. to reduce into 


thinking f for themſelyes, expreſſed with 
facility and perſpicuity the ſuperficial 


memories. He left ſchool, therefore, 
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family. His boyhood diſcovered nothing 


which, to the- xx of obſervers, 2 
appeared Oy. - 


zr 


a unequal, and burſts of occaſional gaiety 3 
5 diſplayed themſelves. to. his intimate 
friends. At ſchool his proficiency was 


uncertain; and his <xxexciſes, , though 


half. armed ideas, which | bis mind 


* 
FS 


1 


clearneſs; J and his compoſitions were al- 


maſt always inferior to thoſe who, nat 


ideas which were treaſured up an their 


with a character of doubtful abilities, of 


1 which 
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which ſome ſpoke highly, and others 
deſpiſed. At college his character was 
ill leſs. known than at ſchool; and he 


W 


| The world was now Wm kim. He 
had ambition , but not for trivial diſ- 5 
tinctions. "_ words faſbion and ton | 
ght of by him, that 
png: even beneath e | 
He was ſure that his deſcent, and be 
believed that his foaffine, qualified hin = 
Pr 
which the talents he felt within him in- 
- ſpired him with the with to move. But 
; of neither of theſe qualifications was he 
| He looked back, indeed, with 
abies and reverence upon thoſe an- 
ceſtors who had been eminent for their 
B a virtues, ; 
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à warm and unſhaken affection to the | 
abode, not only of his own nativity, but 
of along line of thoſe whoſe luftrious 


́gꝗ—᷑E᷑ĩH —: 
: 2 - — 
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virtues, or their powers of mind, in ex- 
alted ſtations ; and he was attached with 


blood flowed f in his veins. 


His firſt — RY 


: ment; which ſoon became in bis power, 8 
at an expence very inconſiderable to the 
apparent fortune of his father. But in 
this wiſh he was diſappointed. His 
father refuſed to advance the money, 
5 with a mixture of fretfulneſs, ſolicitude, 
and anger, which aſtoniſhed him the 
more, becauſe he had always been 8 
| Rigated by him to a life of * 
and ambition. | 


o 
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This father lived himſelf fo retired, 
and with ſuch economy, as gave reaſon 
to hope an immenſe accumulation to the 
patrimonial fortune 1 and the ſon, there- 
fore, felt, with exceflive acuteneſs, the 
barſh refuſal of ſo ſmall a ſum. Nee 

did he receive with leſs pain his father's 
commands, than his prohibitions, when 
thoſe commands affected his conduct i in 
5 the very ſerious affairs of life, in which | 
be thought he had a right to chuſe for 
himſelf. Heireſſes of large neighbour- . 
ing eſtates, and citizens daughters of 

immenſe. fortunes, were pointed out to 
him ina manner at which he could not 
avoid fecling 2 and indigna- 


\ 


tion, e 5 4 
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of the wild and wooded park. In that | 
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His active mind 1 now languiſhed Tor 
want of employment. A ſort of gloom 
began to overſpread his ſpirits: The 
ſolitude of the country increaſed his 
_ melancholy. He found no neighbours 
of congenial minds. and 
Bond- ſtreet coxcombs, were alike the 
 6bjets of his averſion and contempt? 
Aa the Fong and the averſion were 


His foe amuſement was now io be 
immured in his father's c | — 
. except when he wes riding, or walk 1 
ing by himſelf in the moſt ſolitary parts 


library he ſtudied principally the hiſtory 
and the arts of his country; and in the 


long hours of his leiſure deſcended gra- 


duallß 


— 
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1 

dually from general to particular hiſtory, : 
till he began to feel his heart intereſted, IT 
ad his 3 s imagination inflamed, even by 
the dull Baronages in which be found ſo 
many of bis anceſtors. recorded. His | 
anger infect Jometimes roſe at the te- 
diu detalls and e 
praiſes of theſe Kupid . 5 
looked © upon the authors of "owe with | 
the fark $6GHit 85 Burke has ſo eloquetitly . 
aeloabea: n he ere e of 


Þ 1 1 io ul Grious PRENTTRY 2 
ected es of r kis ohn ith then, 


ee a ic. 


N "The rs lives of -which he read, 
5 however, did not tend to ſuppreſs his 
| B 4 ambi⸗ 
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ambition, and foſter his content. He 
: could not help ſometimes reflecting, that 
the fortune which his father ſeemed te 
be increaſing to an uſeleſs abundance | 
- might part of it be better employed in 
| contributing to his preſent enjoyment, 
while his hopes were warm, and his 
mind and his health in their full vigour, 
He faw blockheads mounting oyer his 
head; and men who, in talents, in birth, 
or wealth, were widely his inferior, not 
only inſulting him by the i importance of. 
honourable offices, but really, from the 
neceffity of habitual exertion, and the 
opportunity of the beſt and fulleſt infor- 
mation, exceeding him in the cultiva- 
tion and Aer of their minds. SH 


bn 4 4 


if 94 . 
/ 
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| While fack were his reflections and 
his remarks, . a 
3 his philoſophy; but it ſome- 
times failed him. In the pure air of the 
country, in the laughing landſcape FE 
around him, he for hours together for- 
Zoot his chagrin; but, on retum to his 
1 ftudies, ſome political pamphlet attracted | 

: his notice; | ſome rival's s ſpeech in parlia- 
ment caught his eye; and he grew reſhs 
leſs again. ne | 


as he — the portrale of 
ſome warrior, or ſome ftateſman in the | 
gallery ; ; as he reflected on the unfading 
x: trophies or ſpeaking. memorials they 
had left; he aſked, ** Why am I alone 8 
< of this numerous race to ſlumber away 
a my life in indolence and obſcurity 2 


> Bs — 


= _ . — 
— — - = A 


0 
: Z 
ö 
Y 
[0 
£ 
4 
F 
SS 
Fi) 
'T 
" 4+ 
4 
4 


— 
— 
— 


= . 
2 2 _— i * 
— OT . — oe 
GR oem 2 — „ * — - : 
— — — ¹Qᷣ³A— —ͤ«ͤ 


ic mere ſenſual exiſtence? Or, am I to 
4 exert my mind in forming no theories 
© but- thoſe. uſeleſs viſions which are 
5 loft again as ſoon as they riſe ? The 
60 little abilities with which Nature has 
* endowed me will ſoon. be gone for 
* ever, for want of exerciſe. The th 
E midity and embarraſſment with which 3 
« I ſpeak will ſoon become habitual ; 
* and the powers, which were at leaſt 
ö 1c formed for perpetual activity, may od 
« ſoon turn inward, and feed upon them- 
40 ſelves. My cher feems unhappy : . 
— * he ſometimes ſpeaks as if his hopes in 
me had been diſappointed—But am 1 
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&* Are my talents fo ſmall ? Are my 
55 wiſhes ſo mean? Am 1 happy in a 


to blame? What would he have me 
* * do? — the tool of a miniſter f 


Arn rr. | 1 


10 Can I come a dependent into para 
© ment? Would he, rich as he is, to 
a a b thouſands, have me diſs 
e grace an independent and unſullied : 
* name? Sure, Iam not deceived ! 

© He muſt be rich ! Yet it ſometimes 

75 ſeems to me, 28 if nothing but diſ- 
<5, treſa could cauſe this harſhneſs in him; 
« 2 believe him of an arari- 
© cious nature. . 4 ſhudder at \this. 
nein: and at the vague tories 
t which I once het a: Certainly, far: 
- + mylal, Loud bear poreny, Fi it did 
unprepared. For 
” camps 5 ci bear een 
6 bear that the. hereditary hoſpitality of J 
ce thi s place. ſo uſeful to a poor and m_ 7 
. ſhould end in 
B "= 5 | "66 ” 


/ 
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to complain ! Yet it cannot be 
my father ſhould have dealt with me ; 
es with ſo little candour and openneſs" | 
«I will not b 
6c Wees 


P: k 2 
.” WEFED- 79. 7 
4 l r #. 


* new courſe nn fired 
upon his mind. He wept as he beheld” 
the caſtellated manſion, and ſtrolled - 
through i its. numerous apartments. He 
ſaw his father with a mixture of diſ- 
- truſt and pity. He affigned new reaſons 
for the care-· worn face of his mother 
He felt the neceſſity of a change of 
| ſcene; and haſtened, as the winter ap- 
proached, to. plunge himſelf into the 
|  buſitle of the metropolis. The eccen- 
| tricity and the reſerve of his manners 
were not generally attractive ; but there 


ARTHUR -FITZ-ALBINT. 5 

was fomething in in his ſenſe; his energy, 
and his ſenfibility, which intereſted moſt 
af thoſe people of underſtanding Who 
had an opportunity of converſing mo * 
m Nor were his fa T 


4 — though he himſelf ſeemed 
catirely enocaſcions of thoſe * 


: wi fron patios ; mind. 


* 


* ä 4 4 1 
ter. ol coronets, whoſe fathers had come 
home loaded with crimes, and the ſpoils 
n. whither they lad been fent by 
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If — ARTHUR FIT2-ALMNL 
the bounty of his family, in which they 
had been- menial ſervants: he faw- theſe 
people, in the opinions of the: women, 
| and the annals. of faſhion, of ſupreme” 
| conſequence; while himſelf was ſuppoſed. 
to be of ſuch — that his * 


indifference ih which hopes us "I 
hold an inferior being; while, if he ſpoke 0 
- with the wiſdom of angels, they would 
treat it with contempt, for coming from 
_ a being ſo obſcure in their eſtimation as. 

he was. He found in each of all the va - 
nous modes, honourable and diſhonour-- 

| able, by which diſtinction i is aimed at, 
a certain circle formed, within the pale 
of which, whoever was not W 
denied the honours of the f rn 
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while admiſſion within the pale was, for 
the moſt part, gained by the impudence 
and intrigues of pretenders, who had no. 
ſort of merit which ought to have been 
their title to A. Thus, for inſtance, 
faſhion and ton might be ſuppoſed to 
require birth, rank, education, and for- 
tune; whereas, the greater part of thoſe, 
2 the world enrolls among this u- 
luftrious body, poſſeſs few—and many, 
none-of theſe qualifications. A majority - 
are of low birth, low fortune, vulgar 
2 manners; and having nothing but the ab- 

jet perſeverance. with which they have 
attached themſelves to people of rank. 
Again, in a more firiking inſtance 
Vitz-Albini. had hoped that, at leaſt, in 
the on, TR tou 


"4 * 


3 
4 - 4 


, e that the greater part of thoſe who 
were the well-known members of theſe 
Parties, were the flimſy appendants to 
genius, the little meteors of a. day, 
whoſe affected productions could only 
_bve. while themſelves were fluttering 
about to diſplay them and keep them 
He ſaw poets, Who were in => 
vogue becauſe their productions never 2 
ſoared above ordinary events, or ordi- 
nary feelings He ſaw eminent politi- 
cians, who diſguſted him by a certain 
fort of jargon, and cant phraſes, by: 
which they concealed not only their i W- 
norance, but their total want of mental 5 


alive. 


quaries, who were incapable even of 


ARTHUR FITZ-ALBINE, 


powers —He ſaw hiftorians and anti- 


writing their own language with tolera- l 
ble — purity; ; but who had, | 


— 


4 A 


— — — —P 1 a4 


ARTHUR FITZ-ALBINE — 17 


acquired: their- fame by knowing the ti- 
tle-pages « of ſcarce books, and collecting 
them, at whatever price, at all ſales. — 
All this while, the true genius of every | 
claſs; contented with his' own powers, 
8 uſed no arts to force himſelf into notice; 
and. was therefore totally unknown, and 
totally unheeded, by theſe wars feng. | 
| . | 
Vet in i he found * to 
: gratify him. The buſy fircets: afforded 
ſubjects of reflection to an active under 
ſtanding, In ſociety he occaſionally met 
with a concentration of ſuch knowledge, 
ſuch ſenſe, ſuch genius, as a country life 
never affords. Even the moſt brilliant 
abilities are too apt to fink intoindolence, 
ſometimes even torpor, by a long life . 
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orcs of antſs, —— 


5 the intellectual powers, 33 er. 
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ſpent in the ina ctirity of the country 
In ſuch caſes, © ſolitude and tranquil- 
„ lity,” as Werter ſays, << give an en- 
5 joyment of liſe. Life itſelf is happi- 
sf nefs, and the pleaſure of mere exiſt · 
« ence ſo entirely abſorbs” a man of ge+ 


nun, . that be heglects his talents 
Here, on the contrary, the collifion of 


* all n to ſh; 


- ; Ru 


fied him. \ + * '* 7 „ 244 4 * 
8 | a 
» 1 4 x 


. relations were numerous; RT 
what the world calls highly reſpectable. - 
They were in general rich, and well 


allied. In ſhort, he could have boaſted, 
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19 
had he been inclined to boaſt of ſuch 
things, that he was related to almoſt all 18 
that was ſplendid and antient amongſt - 
2 But he knew but few of i 
theſe; 1 courted none of them. He - | 
had, indeed, a firſt couſin, the ſon of 
his father's younger ng who was 

well-known, nt; 6 in high eſtimation 
amongf them all. ug hs contts-pil- 

ſeſſed enough family kindneſs to him, | 
to have willingly introduced him amongſt | 

them all. But this, for a variety of rea- 5 
dns, Fits-Albini either neglected, or 


This coufin had been born and edu- 
cated in the metropolis ; and, at the age 
of ſixteen, had bought a commiſſion i __ 
the Guards, His father had enjoyed 3 

| place 


* 
* 
. — 


8 
” IT a — 


away certain hours in Bond-ſtreet, or be 
Park, and to frequent certain aſſemblies, 
clubs, and * ppc with a certain fet. 
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place under government ; and early in 
life had married an heireſs from the city, 


with twenty thouſand pounds: of which 
the ſon came into poſſeſſion, by the 

death of both his parents, at the age of 
twenty-one. He was a young man, of a 
good perſon, and an elegant appearance | 
and manners; but extremely weak, ans 
vain; the conſequence of which Was, 
that his whole thoughts were directed to 
crifles. He had no other idea of the 
purpoſes of life, but to dreſs/in a certain 


way ; to uſe certain: phraſes; -to q 


| Wherever it 4 chat theſe cou- 


"fins met-in the fame company, there was 
ſcarce 


* 
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ſcarce an inſtance in which the advantage 
was not ſuppoſed to be 1 in favour of this 
ſuperficial young man.. Nothing would | 
have made the party in general ſtare ſo 
much as an attempt to prefer poor Arthur 
to his more flaſby relation. The ſuperio- 
rity was ſuppoſed to be ſo decided, that 
it never could admit of a queſtion. | „ 


The following diſpute, 1 however, once 
paſſod on the ſubject: a young man, 
who lived in theſe faſhionable circles, 
and in general ſmothered his natural 
; ſenſe, which fitted him for better pur- 
| poſes, occaſionally fond of contradiction 
and ſingularity, very roughly replied 
to ſome one, who was n at Ar- 
thur. 


. 


Queſtion. 
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| Queſtion ar fic he, „en what 
8 euere * e Noe 


E « Becauſe, be 

n 

te, and a ſtupid 

6 fellow, who has 

* ——_ : 
e e de in it.” 5 


8. How ſo, fir?" 


— 
— 3 


2 vr, des he tak with that 
happy volubility and eaſe which diſ- 
Mops his couſin ? Does he dreſs 
A happy (however painful) - "I 
neglect? Does he talk to Lady 
= 
7 neon ſaunter with the 
— — wn Bond-ſtreet ? Does 
j he 
* that calightened manner, that 


66 pre- 
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ct « pro-eminence, over the vulgar, which 
miles with a vacant gaiety when they 
be ee p, and preſerves an unmoved ſo- 
© lemnity of countenance when they 


cc Bhd In . * happy * 
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# | 1 n * * 5 
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„ api ulties of an 
70 ee cable than bone. 


mY 60 « Bur g you mutt ain that all 
bh knowledge, but the knowledge « of life, 


« is. 1 


and theory! 1s not this 


4 4 — 1 


8 the knowledge that * comes home to 


** men's buſineſs, and boſoms ? What 


« ; is the underſtanding, that cannot ex- 


« ert 
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* et art, 8 I | fopaſe you 
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ie itſelf in ſociety ? | or the learning, 
ce. that does not teach us freedom, caſe, 


| << and elegance, in the : condudt « of the 
© world? ITE TID I Kd 


| ©. 5 And do you rely ppl that 
** theſecontemptiblewretches, whodreſs, 
| «© and fimper, and know a few change- 
cc © able ceremonials, and talk a few caũt 
< phraſes, and frequent a few preſcribed 


e places, are acquainted with life; with j 


&« human nature; with the operation of 
lc the paſſions; 3 real conduct of 
< the world? Alas! poor things! the 
ce very clown, wi 40 the ſame limi- 
7 furrows of a few ſmall acres from 

e year to year, and who but once in the 
46 © twelvemonth even ſees the next mar- 
6. Let-town, whoſe very countenance 5 

5 looks 


a 
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« looks as fixed as wood, becauſe the 
c exertion of thought has ſcarce ever 


*« diſturbed its muſcles even this = 


informed being knows ——— | 
* of human : nature chan uy do!” 0s 
If Such was 5 ne defence of . 
the character of Arthur, againſt the ge 
neral neglect with which he was received 
amongſt the acquaintance of his couſin. 
He was naturally but too acutely awake 


five ſenſibility too often gave an embar- 
raſſment and awkw-ardneſs to his man- F 
ners. But the firength and fortitude of j 
his mind began gradually to give him 0 
greater firmneſs, which ſometimes even 
put on an appearance ſomething like 
defiance; an appearance which added 

Vor. Ta 8 | to 


to neglect and ridicule; and this exceſ- 
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to; the. number of thoſe who hated | 


| Minions: his mind W now 
to diſplay themſelves wherever he went, 
and to gain him a ſort of involuntary 
 canſequence, which Wet who felt it 
were very unwilling to allow. They 
watched him, cherefore, with a fly, 
ene, n IT...” 


The mak and all its 5 
tions, its allurements, its follies, and 

| its crimes, magnifes- at once upon 4 
thus obſervation, and his enjoyment. To 1 

3 an active mind and warm paſſions, the 
firſt impreſſion was confuſed, To aſ- 
ſert that he never made a haſty, or 
| founded obſervation, that he never f 


* 


© ARTHUR 'FITZ-ALBINT. —— £3 
yielded to the lazale of ſhew, or the ſe- = 
ductions of vice, would be unworthy of 
belief. Scandal, however, could yet fix 
on nothing which detracted much from 
1 wiſdom, or his virtue; but that ac- 
curſed fiend was already buſy in a thou- 
ſand oblique hints and ridiculous ſtories, 
which might I umu late, till ſome fatal 
ſtep ſhould at length cauſe them to ex- 
plode with ſuch. exaggerated violence, 
as would overwhelm his charakter for 


1 8 ever. 

= FF He bound chat no effort could yet 
crab le him to attain that eaſineſs of 
D manners in mixed ſociety, which w 


* E: deemed fo neceſſary to the appearance 
poliſh ; and this difficulty gave him, 
in be company of women, a character 


. C2 of 


8 K * 


28 ARTHUR FITZ-ALBINI. 


of ſcle@ion and xrticul: 
though it intereſted = highly of- 
fended others. Abſurd ftories were 
therefore continually circulated of his 
attachments; of the imprudent match 
he was about to make with one, and the 
- mercenary alliance he was going to form 
with another. Sometimes he was repre- 
ſented. as an adventurer, who | Was in 


fortune ; and ne as E romantic 
| young man, unacquainted with life, 
who was about to throw away his large 
eſtates, and ſplendid conneCtions, on a 
low and mn beauty. TT Wa 


Diſguſt wa 1 driving him to the 
ſociety of his books, his own thoughts, 5 
and a few ſenſible friends, where he 


ſeemed 
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39 
Re truly happy, as he: indulged his 
inſatiable thirſt of reading, or , poured 
forth. without offence the impetuous 
energies of ſentiment which characterized 
his ſoul. No other ambition but that of 
E ſeat in parliament remained in his 
heart: this early wiſh. he could ſeldom 
eradicate; but all other wiſhes, and 

metun even this, nom yielded to the 
ae of paſſing his days in the abode 
of his anceſtors; in the ſolitude and ro- 
wap ſcenery « of the country.” 


He Wo ato pine almoſt for bi f, old wy 
7 « fn trees; his imagination 
began to be buſy with a thouſand vi- 
ſions; he fancied his tenants happy 
around him; and neat cottages riſing 
up in every nook. and dingle of the 


9 * f 
= 
ati. . 


3 8 park; 
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park ; he ſaw the falling towers repaired 
to their former ſplendour ;\ and OY 
hoſpitality again enliven the e 
hall CI: e i eg 


8 
j 
f 

= * N 


£2 About this tithe a little circumſtance . 
8 aroſe, which ſhook the greatneſs of his 
mind, and confirmed his reſolution ef 
retirement. Some queſtion of privile 
was agitated in the Houſe of Lords, in 
which, I know nt how, he was fo far 
implicated that his evidence was requ 
red. He delivered his opinion with a 
firmneſs which attracted the notice of 
& little, proud, officious peer, of a very 
minute, „ though laborious mind; who; 
though he was of an extremely ſordid 
_ and though his family had lite- 


rally purchaſed their peerage within a 
T 
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very few years, was ſo offendefl with 
the boldneſs of his afſertions (it. hap- 
pening that they were contrary to his 
own ideas), that, in the obſervations he 
made in his ſpeech, te animadverted : 
very ſeverely upon the freedom with 
which obſcure individuals of the lower or- 
ders in life e preſumed to ſpeak before that 
honourable bar, and the neceflity of pre- 
ſerving Hiibtate the reverence due to 
the birth and rank which | end a feat in 
2 that noble = katy. das 


Never cle did the pions of Fitz. 
Albini riſe ſo completely beyond his 
control * Obſcure individuals of the 
e Jower orders —birth—and rank * And 
cheſe words from the mouth of ſuch a 

C4 
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man 2s Lord #**** The ſounds were 
fe ringing in his ears!— 


- 


| Wounded pride at length ſubſided in- 
: to E dignified contempt. But it was a 


contempt that put him ſo completely 
out of humour with the buſy ſcenes in 
which he was engaged, that he foon put 


2 


into execution his wiſhes of 1 0 
his father's houſe 1 in , 


jo 


The purity AX his, native ar, the 
woods, the lawns, the fragrance, the 
| quiet, the aſſociation of the furrounding 
objects with ideas of former pleaſures, 


ſeized upon all his ſenſes lke enchant- — 
ment, and filled his heart and his mind | 


with ſenſations and ideas, that were ſo 
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15 How : (thought he) | could i! liave - 


* theſe Teenes for the artificial pleaſures 
ef Loden l for Places; where all 

« the” malignant paſſions of our natures. 
- are too much excited in the beſt diſpo- 

bog. fitions, or at leaſt predominate in the 
* bad, at the expence of the common 
66 happineſs! How have I thrown away 
the gifts of Fortune! How have I 
uh abuſed the happy lot to which I was 
"_ born 1 Theſe hills, theſe vallies, + 


© theſe high, and wood-crowned banks, 


" how might I have fighed for ſuch en- 
<< viable bleſſings, had I not been born 
** to them! But poſſeſſion has made 


. * 


2 me careleſs of their value. I have 
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« ſpurned them, and fonght for amuſe- 
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cc ment amidſt profligacy and folly; » 
* amidſt wretchedneſs and infipidity. 


* Tit me recover my taſte before it be 


< too late! Let not my une ing 
« be miſled by faſhion !' But, grateful 
for the bounty of Fortune, let ms die | 


in the innocent ſolitude of. my native 
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SUCH were Fitz-Albini's firſt reflec- 
tions on returning to his birth-place! 
A few; days paſſed rapidly in uninter- 
rupted enjoyment. His father's ſpivits 
revived at his preſence ; his mother be- 
held him with the moſt affectionate 
ſmiles. His quiet, however, was ſoon | 
diſturbed by the intrufive viſits of ſome 
of his country neighbours, to whom 
his father infifted upon his paying every 
attention. He found himſelf leſs than 
ever adapted to this kind of ſociety. He 
knew the contempt, the abhorrence, or 
C 6 the 
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the envy, with which he 1 was regarded 
aud he attributed to the true cauſes (a 
i vulgar curioſity, or a reſtleſs attempt to 
find employment for ſome of their heavy 


boure), the viſits he now received. 
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of thoſe principles by which his perſon 
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The difficulty of finding any common 


topics of converſation was: almoſt inſur- 
mountable.— Books, of courſe, were 2 
proſcribed ſubject. But even the moſt q 
; ordinary principles and events of politics, | 


the leading outlines of what was paſſing 


; in the world, even now, when all the go: 

1 vernments in Europe ſeemed convulſed 

. their very baſe, and deſiruction 1 
| threatened.to be Ralking towards every ” 


man's door by an attemptec ſubverſion | 


and prager is ſecured; even theſe, at 
ſuch a 


— , 
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ſe than unheeded. 


WO 


heeded, or 
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lo 
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accept. 


to dinner at the 
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invitation 
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ing an 
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of one of theſe 
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Mr. Bennin 
of ſome family and a confiderable he- 
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lated this character, which, 
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as it ſtood in the 
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the beſt drawn in the 


MS. was in his conception 
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book, left there ſhould be an indiyi 
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—— of al, — 
cannot preſide; and, with an affectation 
of humility, is more proud and envious 
than any body I know. But his pride. 
inſtead of being manly, and His envy, 
inſtead of being bold, diſplay hemſetves 
in ſneers, in peeviſhneſs, in oblique 

ſandal, and dark infinuations. 


| that his forbearance has deen incffeQuat. * 
greater clamour, and more bitter reſentment, 
could not have purſued him, if the moſt offenſive 
page had never been cancelled. But, for the 
preſent, he ſcorns the ample retaliation he his ö 
in his hands; and therefore ſuffers the aden 

Rill to ſtand. —Feb. 25, 1799. 
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| Mrs. Burley, Abe known by the 
nameof Mrs. O'Callaghan#, had been the 
widow, of an Triſh factor, and, being left 
with A good i income, and many daugh- b 
ters, took an adjacent ſeat, where ſhe 
| exhibited her girls. charms to all che 

young men whom ſhe- believed to have 
good fortunes. — By this means her 
houſe was generally filled with a ſet of 1 25 
notous youths of all characters and 


| deſcriptions.” Bur, while ſhe was thus 
active in providing for her daughters, 
ſhe had not been forgetful of herſelf; nor 
ä were the attractions ſhe diſplayed with- | 


> This charsQer alſo, one of the maſt' com- 
mon which could have been delineated, the au. 
tbor has heard appr rated to three or four peo- 
_ ple with little propriety,. at leaft as to one of 
them, who, had the author thought of her, would 
have been characterized chiefly by her envy, and 


levo of deſamation.—Feb. 25, 1799. 


out 


: pompous divine, who could not reſiſt 
the charms of this dainty widow * 
was not a Hitle vain, to carry off, * 
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out ſucceſs ; wherever ſhe ' went there 


were conftantly'ſeen to buz around we 
a ſet of me beaur, towards 
| whom ſhe was not wanting in all the 


little arts of coquetry and flirtation which 
diſtinguiſn a « younger beauty in the ze- 
nith of her power. Dr. Burley, A grave; 


the age of fixty, and hobbling with the 


gout, fuch + a b delectable TOR from * 
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- Miſs O'Callaghan Aae all the 


characteriſtic excellences of her mother: 
Her perſon and her manners were con- | 
| ducted with an eaſy forwardneſs, which | 
was ſecure of drawing a circle of ad- 


OR  mirers 
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| mirers round her.—Fitz-Albini, „ from E 
the moment he entered the room, be- 
came the object at whom her charms 
were directed. She began by admiring 
: and playing tricks with his dog, for 
which ſhe hoped the gratitude of the 
maſter would repay her in the admiration 
of herſelf. But, for once, ſhe miſtook 
her aim.— — The bold Iriſh girl” exhi- 
bited nothing that could excite any other 
| paſſion than diſguſt in Fitz-Albini.— 
That diſguſt was ſoon diſcovered by the 
diſappointed . and re- paid by 
— ſcandal, and envious "__ 


The other perſons preſent were totally 
deficient 1 in every trait, by which they 
could have been 3 E 74 
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It was an uneaſy day to Fitz-Albini. 


He ſeldom ſpoke, till ſome accidental 
ſubject vehemently excited him to 


correct ſuch in. tempered miſinforma- 


tion, or or. ſuch a miſconception of prin- 

_ Ciple as was not only ſtupid, but of evil 
tendency. He then perhaps ſaid a few 

| words with rather too much energy and 
emotion. 
pany followed the firſt word he ſp 
⁊s if to add to his diſtreſs; and when he 
| had concluded, Dr. Burley nodded, with 
Aa kind of oracular i importance; and Mr. 
Bes looked in the face of the perfon = 
who fat next him, with an expreſſion 1 
that implied ſomething between a, ſup- Y 
preſſed ſmile and a ſneer.— 
| relieved his embarraſſment by continu- 
ing the converſation. 


A dead filence of the com- 


u nobody 


When 
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When at length the hour of depar- 
ture arrived, he took his leave with im- 
patience; and began to reflect, that, 
however diſguſted he was with the dei 
ety of London, the ſociety, at leaſt, 6f 
the country was worſe-- Aſſumed pre- 
5 eminence, vanity, and ſelf· importance, 
are e 1 2 but when thoſe 


1 * crabs — of an- 
n of ſo confined a circle, they are 

1 intolerable. Proud of their deſcent, 
=o perhaps, becauſe they have lived a cen- 
tury in poſſeſſion of the eſtate they now 
hold; or of their fortune, | becauſe no. 
one within ten miles can equal them; or 
of their underſtandings, becauſe they lay 
down the law at : the turapike-meetings, | 


= 


— i ys 905 RY Oe —yt—t- 


44 _. ARTHUR FITZ-ALBINI. 


or quarter-ſeflions, of the diſtrict ; they 
either betray an overbearing inſclence, 
or diſcover, by their envy and malignity, 
that, like the Turk, they can endure 
2 no equal, _ Wet epi **near 


LF w# 


4 


e the ron. %% ans e Milt 
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* is e reflect, * life, 


» ſhould — the: quind, and 
8 18 that the . 240 Ui 10 0¹ 401 : 


«For wholovesthat, trite wierd 


an ber te imtercourls, mth, fo- | 
; ciety, ſelf-intereſt, one of the Krongeſ, 
alas | of our motives, compels us to 
poliſh the roughneſſes | of our nature, o 
extend our notions, and to ſoften our 
Pafſions 


183 | if 


e amidſt the great ſcenery of Na- 4 


— 
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paſſions and our manners, till they have 
the appearance at leaſt, and much of 
the good * of benevolence and 
philanthrc But the independence | 
a lonelineſs of a country life call for 
leſs frequent exertion, and therefore 


foſter the propenſities of a mean heart, 
| and ſordid ONO” 


Fitz-Albini therefore, reſolved againſt 
#1 mode of ſpending his time, that, 
while it was thus paſſed, was worſe than 
loſt, once more laid down plans of 
ſtoring his mind with all with which 
ſtudy or reflection could Furniſh him in 
his preſent retirement. He yet hoped 
the time might come, when theſe ſtores 
might be brought into action; and not 5 
Is 
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be ſuffered to evaporate noo other good 
than ſelfiſh bo; 


| He hagin (60 ado hifi 


and ſuch accounts of all the remaining 
parts of the world, as, being in the beſt 
| known of the modern, or in the Greek, 
or Latin, languages, he was enabled to 

read. He peruſed with deep attention, 


and revolved in his active mind, the 
ſtrange fluctuations between barbariſm . 


and civility, that had ſeveral times given 
new characters to the nations of the 
earth. He traced, with painful pleaſure, 


the rapid decline, and the flow riſe, of 


paths : 
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paths of its reſurgence and beheld with 
melancholy fear, the dark and impene- 
trable clouds that ſeem at preſent to be 


githering before its . 


33 
ft 


Amidft - theſe (FRIES? and extenſive 


enquiries, he deſcended. occaſionally to 
; thoſe. more minute details which are 


£ 


ape rather of curioſity than 
PA The origin and progreſs of the 
ſovereign houſes of Europe, ſo deeply 
oonnected with each other; and even of 
che antient nobility; more particularly 
thoſe of France and England, derived 
for the moſt part from one common 
bock, and fo extremely fimilar in their 
early cuſti ms, manners, and poſſeſſions, 
win ſubjects he did not diſdain to inveſ- 
tignte with the moſt — labour. 


2 


4 
Theſe ſtudies, however, only con- 
vinced him of the inſtability of human 
greatneſs; ; and the rapid mutations of 
honours, and of property: and he 
ſighed over the fallen glories of the - 
few that ſtill ſurvived | Nor could he 
avoid a peculiar regret at the recogni- 4 
tion that the name of Fitz-Albini was 
zong the moſt remarkable of the num- 
ber! He looked over the map of its 
vide · pread ruins, its dilapidated caſtles, 2 
its manors, and its foreſts ;- he purſued 
its traces till he had — 
5 the kingdom ; and wept when he re- 
5 flected that its only remaining hold was | 
in the totteringmanſionofDallington, and : 
its narrow appendages.” And how: long; 
thought he, ſhall we retain this laſt and 
on ** remnant of our better days? 
Even 
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to hover over it! The harpies of de- 


kind of 0 half · ſuppreſſed exultation at the, 


and at the ſame time Mrs. Bracey, by 5 


then viſiting at her houſe, | 
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ſtruction ſeemed to grin with a dreadful 
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certainty: of their future prey! l, 7 | 
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Envy and Malignity, under the fo 
ſors of a 
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Lal marie rich widon nhl . 


— 


dir James Pickman was by birth a 


Scotchman, who Had emigrated thence 
4 boy, and ingratiatee 
the ſhop of a great dealer 1 in military 
accoutrements, in which he gradually 
roſe to be firſt partner; and, by army 
contracts, and the ſubſequ 
a banker and a ftock-jobber, was ſap- 
pod to have amaſſed a confiderable for- 
tune. In a numerous creation of bare- 
nets a few years ſinee, he had- arivyed 
2 1 2 


himſelf into 


ent buſineſs of 


_ c_ 
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ny 


2, 


— * 


* 


erer 


ZL 


ARTHUR PITZ-ALBINI, $I 


coutiay' hut formerly enjoyed the ho- 
nour; three placemen of the loweſt ar- 
gin, and no fortune ; e e 
0 of doubtful credit... 


Sie James Pickman x was not inſenfible_ 
to the vanity of deſcent; and, had his 
ume not been quite ſo obſcure an one, 
havs contrived to annex 
himGalf to ſome _ , of whoſe den- 
dour he * have — 


| ertinlio—the tad a 9004 perſon, ſet off 
| by all the advantages chat expenſive 
Tells, and all the arts of milleners and 
— maritua-makers, could give it; and a 
 countegdrice full of 3 parvoulae expreſ- 
very coarſe brown. hair, and a complexion 
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althoſt of a Spam 5 PY | Stic had 
early indulged a romantie diſpoſttion, and 5 


5 was particulary v wel read) inr- ihe wane 


When Fitz-Albini entered the room, = 
— the ill humour in which 
he was probably - . kim” to 
little advantage, the L s of his 
perſon were fuſficient 1 to ae the | 
ee, iate intereſt of Miſs Pick- 
Nor was ſhe pleaſed at the for- 
* with which Mrs. Bracey in- 
ſtantly forced herſelf into converlation & 

with him. There was no ſubyect on 
Which Mrs. Bracey did not ſucceſſively 
enter without intermiffion. - If painting 
was mentioned, ſhe drew out of her 
. pocket ſome wonderful performances of 
. her 
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her own, done after three lefſons 2 — 
If riding, walking, dancing, travelling, 
viſiting, acquaintance, health, ilineſs, 
building, furniſhing houſes, laying out 
grounds, regulating her houſehold; or 
| whatever elſe could ariſe; ſhe had fil 
ſome wonderful ſtory to relate, by which 
the filenced __ other * 


Fitz-Albini was ſo 3 a | 
her volubility of f 1gUage and obtrufive F 
manners, that he ſeemed totally at a | 
loſs hom to extricate himfelf from her. 
Miss Pickman had already left her 
chair, and employed herſelf i in looking | 
out of the window. Fitz-Albini taking 
5 advantage of this circumſtance croſſed 
| the room to her, and made ſome trifling 
remark on the ſcenery, which, however, 
4 | = 8 V 


2 


— — U— ̃ en —ͤẽh] 


— — — 


had the appearance of an attention to 
her, at that particularly Plea- 

| ſing—ſhe diſcovered it by her manner, 

and the lively intereſt with which ſhe 
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. entered into a converſation with him, 


way, when a ſudden fcr 


round, and obſerving it to com 8 
e part where Mrs. Bracey fit, batencd 
towards her, when, as he was approath- 5 
ing her chair, ſhe ſunk as if in a fit off 
her ſeat, and fell almoſt lifeleſs into 
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who was happy at any pretence for 


avoiding to liſten- * W to Mrs. 
Bracey. 


31 <4 . 4 . 


— kad paſſed tn this 
n alarmed the 
nerves of Fitz-Albini, who, - lookin 


his arms. She ſoon⸗ however, teco- 
vered; and ſhewed leſs diſtreſs dt this 


aukward ſituation than F itz-Albini ; E 


- whom 
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838 
hom yet ſhe contrived to. detain in 


fetching water for her, and various other 
attentions, for a conſiderable time. | 


This incident did-not paſs in. a 
few malicious glances. from Miſs Pick- 
man; to whom Mrs. Bracey's character | 
was better known than it could be to 
1 Fits-Albini. 


| Meanwhille, Ne l Meese 56 

crived to engage Fits-Albiai for a future 
day at Brimfield; and Mrs. Bracey in- 
ſiiſted on his coming to viſit Orleton- 
| Hall, the place of her refidence, * 
ſhe had more extra nar! 
more ſcarce library, and more romantic 
ſcenery to ſhew him, than it was likely 
he had ever yet met with, 29 
7 ww 


Albini was their departure l 


= innocently and uſefully occupy has 
A1. time and his thoughts ? 
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What a joyful deliverance to Fitz- 
He ſeized h 
his hat, and ruſhed out of the houſe, 


and breathed his native air, and indulged 
his native thoughts again. With an 


hurried and impetuous ſtep, he wandered 5 


to the fartheſt and moſt retired | parts of 
1 the park; and there, where he heard the 
ploughman, as he laboured in the furrrow 
ofa piece of waſte now breaking up for 
the firſt time, fill even the diſtant hills 
with the echoof his loud and chearful ſong, a 
regret ſeized him, that he had not been 
born to this humble ſtation. Is not 
<<-this,” ſaid he, the real gladneſs of 
the heart? Are not his ſpirits ge- 


cc nuine ? Does not his employment 


Does he 
cc deſpond 
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c « deſpend beneath the inſipidity, is 


ec he tormented by the wicked paſſions, 


« of refined idleneſs E Does not health | 
40 brace his x nerves ; ; and labour exclude 2 


* 


out of « Conley * l 1 0 


— 1 . 
2 | = 6 
: _— p F a | | ' ? - 


— 


0 Bega be the man 600 eg he is) whom 


£2 1 


Oo «ger 

ec (Placd far out of the roads of hop or fear) 

„A little field and little g: 
„ The field gives all that fraget Nature needs; 

„The wealthy garden Üb rally beftows | 
All ſhe can aſk, when kann ani 

„ ſpecious inconveniences. that wait 

Upon 4 life of buſineſs, and of tate,” 
5 He 8 (nor does the ſight diſturb — 5 


cc 1 ane defir'd; WOT PRO? e. 


AF * > * 4 ; 27 1 7 * * 


to himſelf fi lncs 
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| Again, he recolleted Cladian' s O14 
Man of Verona thus ; beautifully reanf- 


lated by Contey : 


— \ 


„Happy the man, who his whole time dom I 
« bound 


« Within th' encloſure of his Ktthe ground : 
© Happy the man, whom the ſame humble place 
N © (Th' hereditary cottage of his race), 


85 From his firſt riſing infancy has known, 


And by degrees ſees gently bending down, 
« With natural propenſion, to that earth, 
Which both preferv'd his life, and gave 7h 


; ec birth. | 


Him no falſe diſtant lights, by Fortune ſet, 
Could ever into fooliſh wand'rings get; 
He never dangers either law or fear d; 
E The dreadful forms at fea he never heard: 


Fi by 
- 
EC * 


He never heard the drill alarms of war; . 


„Or the worſe noiſes of che lawyer's har: 


No change of conſuls marks to him the year; 1 


The change of ſeaſons is his calendar: 


-66 The 
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4 The cold and beat Winter and W ſhews; 
Autumn by frui ts, and Spring by * 78, he 
oe knows : ; 
e „He meaſures time 1 A and has found, 
4 For the whole day, the dial of his ground: 
« A neighb'ring wood, born with himſelf, he ſees, 
« And loves his old cotemporary trees. 
60 He's only beard of near Verona's name, 
„And knows it, like the Indies, but by rms 
Does with a like contentment notice takes 
Of the Red Sea, and of Benacus' lake : 
« Thus health and frength he to a third: Ava 
* enjoys, » 
Ce ls fees s tory poſterity of boys, 
About the ſpacious world Jet others roam, 
2 „„ͤ„ of homer 


- 


Theſe and. many other of Conley s 
Poems, written in 2 fimilar train of 
— came in full force upon his 
mind. They agreed with his own con- 
D6 Väaion. 
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had at this moment loſt much of their 
force. He ſoothed himſelf with the 
idea, that, let what would happen, he 
could retire to ſome farm or cottage, ; 


: — — — | - C 
— — 3 — og <a a4 — he ES * VER 
- 


— ——. 


: with which Heaven had endowed him. 
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viction. He blamed the aſpiring ſchemes 


of life he had formerly indulged. —He' 
wiſhed he could again have ſaid with 
bis beloved poet, 


« If ever 1 more riches did deſire 
5 Than cleanlineſs and quiet do require; i 
«© If cer ambition did my fancy cheat, 
; With any wiſh ſo mean as to be great ; 
ce Continue, Heaven, ſtill from me to remove 
0 The humble mg gs of that life I love.” 


The fears that had ſometimes intruded 
_ themſelves regarding his father' 8 affairs, 


and ſpend the remainder of his days in 


contented enj joyment of the ſcenery of 


Nature, and the intelle ual faculties 


CHAPTER 


FLY 


"CHAPTER II. 


DURING the ches or a ſuc- 


| ceeding days, the repeated notes and 
, meſſages which. Fitz-Albini received 
from Mrs. Bracey abſolutely compelled 


him to go to Orleton, to avoid the con- 
| tinuance of ſo horrid a HORA 5 


3 . 


He had not a at — . his 


infancy, but had ſome recollection of 
the kindneſs of Mr. Bracey to himſelf 
when a little boy. He therefore. felt 


Pleaſure at the renewal of his acquaint- 


oe, and was received by Mr. Bracey 


with 


61 


TT 8 i 


* * . 
. 1 


62 


old houſe, in which the promiſed him 
the fight of ſome very antient Howe, 
and fome very rare books. 
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with a ſort of good-natured civility, 


which ſoon put an end to the embarraſſ- 
ment of an introductory viſit —Mrs. 
Bracey, however, ſoon contrived that 
her huſband ſhould be called away on 
ſome important buſineſs ; ; while herſelf ” 


undertook to conduct Firz-Albini 
through all the wonders. of a rambling | 


OE did not expect much; 


| but he found ſach ridiculous old daub- : 


ings, by way of antient paintings, and 
a few of the moſt vulgar folios of 4 
5 country-gentleman J library of the laft 


century, by way of rare books; that i 


was with extreme difficulty he kept his 


temper, | 


ARTHUR FITZ-ALBINT. 63 5 


temper, or his countenance ; white Mrs. 
Bracey, by ſometimes affecting to from- 
dle over the old floors, or along the dark 
galleries, or frequently calling for his 
aſſiſtance ee the ſtrange irregula- 
rities ol the „either fell into his 
arms, or filled * wich diſtreſs and 


anger at the aukward fituations —_ 


which ſhe pot him. 


When che pies, the books, _ 
the wonders of the houſe, no longer 
alorded fabjects for her volubility, the 
entered into the characters of the neigh- 
| bourkood, ofwhon: ſhe told fach Range 
and improbable ſcandal, which, as to 
many he knew to be moſt entire and 
moſt bitter, though very ſtupid, fiction, 
that he began to think her underſtanding 
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was a little deranged ; 'yet it was fo void 
of all ingen uity, that he could hardly 
believe it aroſe from ſuch a cauſe. An 
unf: rtunate | window diſcovered Brim. | 
field, tlic ſeat of Sir James Pickman, at 
a diſtance. This gave riſe to the queſ- 
= tioning Fitz-Albini's opinion of Miſs 
Pickman' 8 beauty 5 which, | half-ill-na- | 
| turedly, he commended in x very ſtrong. 
terms. 


Ihe lady's little ferret· eyes imme- 
diately ſparkled with anger—and with a 
ſort of hyſteric laugh, and a ſhrill tone, 
ſhe cried out You. don't know all 
« about her, that I do! 2 Very pro- 
4 bably, Madam Py. Fir- Albin re- 

plied very * 


' 


* 
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This repreſſing anſwer put an 4 for 
a ſhort time to the converſation.— 
When | they returned to the . 
room, they found there Mr. Bracey and 
Miſs St. Leger; the latter of whom Mrs. 
Bracey thought proper to ſet off by 
every little art her ſlender underſtanding, 
fertile in ſuch expedicnts, could ſuggeſt. 4 


e Whether it was that ſhe wiſhed to make 


5 uſe of the attractions of her youthful 
perſon | in oppoſition to Miſs Pickman, : 
or that ſhe was willing for once to do a 
good-natured thing, by way of variety, 5 
during the reſt of the day ſhe did not 
ceaſe to purſue the ſame. plan.—She 
placed ber next Fitz-Albini at dinner 
ſhe told a thouſand inftances of her 
obliging diſ poſition—ſhe called forth the 
exerciſe of her accompliſhments—till 
the 
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the poor girl, n out, retired A 
the room; and, on her return, diſco- 
vered by her ſwollen eyes ſhe had been 
in tears. The game ſhe was playing 
was not undetected by Fitz-Albini; and 
he would have ſhrunk with rudeneſs 
from Miſs St. Leger, had not her ſenſi - 
- bility excited his WN 


Once more the time arrived at which 

he found himſelf extricated from ſuch 
troubleſome ſociety. As he mounted 
Bis horſe, twilight was coming on; and 

a drizzling rain haſtened the cloſe of 
the day. He walked, however, a foot- 
pace, and gave the full range again to 


"a expanſive mind. «© Deteſtable ſo- 


4 ciety !” ſaid he to himſelf: « if this 
* be . rather let me wander all 
| 40 wy 
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my days among the woods, that have 
{© never been marked by a human foot- 
* ſtep! There at leaſt I can enjoy a 
creation more conſon: nt to my ideas 
* of human dignity! My fancy will ; 
© form to itſelf a world of its own, 
8 conſiſtent with my early dreams of 
1 
. Thus * weadared on, loft i in medita- 
tions; ] and at length digeſted ] his ideas 5 

in the following | 


f . %, 


SONNET. 15 


Along the lone wood ſhrieks the hollow blaſt; 
And quick the doubling miſts obſcure the day: 
Where the voice echoes, or the windows caſt 
| Their diſtant glancing lights I ſeek my way: 

Before 
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Before me, thick * ſheety vapours ſpread, 
Seem, like a lake, to level all the vale; "TM 
While drives the drizzling fog, and o'er my 5 

head 1 
The bending clouds in pillowy darkneſs fail. 

Theſe are the ſcenes, in which, howe'er I rove 
In doubtful paths, my fancy loves to riſe ! 
Ideal bu ildings people every grove, _ 

And fairy foreſts bound th' approaching ſkies! 


Clad in the grey obſcurity, I view | 
More beauteous ſcenes than Nature e ever knew! 


The exerciſc of this ride gave him a 
night of ſound ſleep ; ; and he roſe with 
refreſhed ſpirits to indulge, uninter- 
ruptedly, in his own ſtudies, and his 
on a walks. e 


The Autumn was haſtening on— the 
greater Part of the corn had been already 
5 imbarned; 
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imbarned : and the leaves of the foreſt 
began to aſſume a golden tinge, the 
moſt rich and happy of all hues for the 
imitation of a painter. A kind of li- 

quid ſplendour ſat upon the whole ſur- 

rounding ſcenery. Herds of all ſorts 
peopled the ſtubbles, and the woods ; 
and evenithe fwine, which, at this time 
of the year while they move in numbers, 
are very pictureſque, began to take a 
: diftant range to feed on the falling acorns, 
as well as the refuſe of the fickle and the 


e 


Amid fuch a Fitz-Albini forgot 
all his cares, and felt nothing but the 
moſt exalted pleaſure.—He had croſſed 
the moſt diftant boundary of the park ; 
and was Gy ſome miles advanced 


beyond 


| years, he determined to haſten into the 
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beyond it, immerſed in his own reflec- 
tions, when, from the top of an hill, he 
ſurveyed a large caſtellated manſion be- 
neath him, which he ſoon recollected 
tobe Penſouf, the venerable feat of the 
Iluftrious faraily of Sydney. 


N 


As he had not gd it for many 


valley, and view it again. He enquired 
for the old houſekeeper, who had thewn 
ut to him when a. boy; 3 but ſhe was not 
ftill i in her office —He had, however, 
the ſatisfaction of hearing ſhe was ſtill 
yet alive ; and of viſiting her at a neat 
houſe in the village, where the majeftic 
old woman, at the age of ninety-ſeven, 
— ſtill retained not only the 
traces 1 her former beauty, but her 
faculties, 


* 
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| faculties, and even her chearfulneſs— 
though ſhe ſighed at the fallen glories of 
Z the dear old hall, where ſhe remembered 
ſo much ſplendour and hoſpitality, and 
at leaft five generations of its once-gay 
5 and renowned inhabitants. 


Fitz-Albini cn ſcarcely walk over 
| this ſtately building, now ſo chilly and 
deſerted, without being overwhelmed 
with melancholy.- — The gallery of por- 
_ traits, the curious pictures, by Holbein, 
of Edward the Sixth, the Duke of 
Northumberland, Sir Henry Sidney, 
and many others; the numerous like 


neſſes by Janſen, Vandyke, Lely, c. 


filled him with admiration.—The recur- 
rence to his mind of ſo many illuftrious 
names, Sir Philip Sidney, Spenſer, 
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Ben Jonſon, Algernon Sidney, ond 
Waller, almoſt confounded . him with 


the fulneſs of his ideas. * 


He | frolled fowly up the pak and 
ſat an hour in liſtening to the ſcreams, 
and watching the manœuvres, of the 


n Kill ſubfi ſing there. 


ww ate this hs r, © caly . that 
were fufficiently diſtinct to reduce them- 

ſelves into language, aſſumed the fol- 
. form 1 


SONNET, 
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sONN Ex, 
WRITTEN AT PENSHURST. | 


| Behold thy triumphs, Time! what filence reigns 
Along theſe lofty and majeſtic walls! 3 

Ah! where are regal Sidney S pompous trains*? £ 

Where Philip 8 tuneful hre, whoſe dying falls 

Could melt the yielding nymphs, 1 lovehick 

' fwains 47 "2+ DAL ( 

Ah! where th undaunted figure, that 1 

| Fen heroes ? "Re the lute, that on the 

plains | EE” | 

The bending —_ round Schar calls! 2 


. 


A 566 
— — * — 


* Sir Henry Sidney, Lord Prefident of the 
Marches, who kept his court at Ludlow Caftle. 
+ Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia. 
1 Alluding to ne. 5 "_ written at 
Penſhurſt. Bs, 


Vor. I. DA E And 


* 
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And are they fled ! Their day's for ever paſt ! 
Heroes and poets moulder in the earth! 
No ſound is heard but of the wailing blaſt 
Through che lone rooms, where * d crowded | 
Mirth? 
Yet on their 'ſemblance Melanchely pores, 
And all the faded ſ] plendour ſoon reſtores, 


\ 


To every mind „Aich reflects e, 
the extinction or decay of an antient 


or eminent family is a ſubject of real 
and very profound regret. - It is true, 
- that to antiquity and luſtre of deſcent 
doth underftanding and virtue are often 
wanting. But, if ability be more fre- 


quently conſpicuous in thoſe who have 
climbed from a low origin up the ſteep | 


and dangerous aſcent of ambition, vir- 
tue in ſuch families is undoubtedly by 
far more rare. Nor Is ability always re- 


ARTHUR: FITZ-<ALBI! NI. 


praved heart, the interefied ſentiments, 
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| Alayer, a ſoldier, and a failor; who 
often attain the higheft honours their 
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E2 country 


quifite to attain che point of rank and 
wealth: — and it is too certain that the 


proſperous road i 1s generally through the 
defiles of corruption and vice. The de- 


ing, of a low man grown 9 
apt to throw a tincture over the ww 
nb of his family for at leaſt a century; 
whereas that 'race — ho- 
nours and > have long placed 
above what is low, ſervile, and meanly 
ambitious, 3 ben 
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= the drudgery of the meaneſt buſineſs, 
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country has to beſtow, do not arri ve 
at their reſpective ranks till a period 
of life at which their manners and their 
notions are already immoveably con- 
firmed in the mould of their origin; 
nor can the outward decorations of place 
and title alter the early habits of the 
man. If ſuch be the effects in a liberal 
profeſſion, what muſt. they be i in thoſe 
who have aſcended from the loweſt gra- 
Aations of office merely through their 
ſervility, and the dextrous readineſs 
with which an early. acquaintance with 


and a total freedom from the nice re- 
ſtraints of honour and conſcience, have 


fitted them to be uſeful to the miniſtry 
5 of their county? | 


„ 
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If once the reſpect that has in all ages 
and nations been paid to birth, be to- 
tally abandoned; if -hereditary riches, 
education, and thoſe habits of early life, 

which give exalted ſentiments, and ex- 
panded powers of thinking, be not con- 

ſidered as generally neceſſary to qualify : 
men for the ſuperior oa of ſociety— 

it will ſoon appear — the principles | 
5 upon which ſubordination of ranks can 
be defended by the philoſopher, are ſub- 
verted; that all the evils without the 
5 advantages of inequality of conditigns | 
are impoſed upon mankind, that thoſe, 

whom long poſſeſſion has given the 
5 privilege of enjoying precedence 1 without | 
exciting envy, and who are the natural 
defenders of an eſtabliſhed government, 

become diſcontented at having others 
fi E 3. : put 


| 70 ARTHUR FITZ- ALBINI. 
put over their heads, who rouſe the ri- 
valſhip of the loweſt, as having been ſo 
lately their equals—So that every order 
Is excited to a reſtleſs and dangerous fer 


mentation; 3 while the meaneſt, and the | 
worſt of mankind, trample in loa 

wealth. and „ on the necks. of 
' the people; pres oi they are the moſt 
4 uefa is tx wens of the 
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2 Which e bins det. 
Weſt, ſhewed the landſcape in new co- 
tours, arrayed new hills in its 
Hghts, and left in deep ſhadows the 


mountains whoſe brilliancy had attracted 
him as he went. 


While beholding the ſcenery around 
him, or buſied in his own reflections, 
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he ſeemed to ** forget all time ;” and 


; evening was faſt approaching before he 
= reached again the Park pales. — - He 
mounted at length over the epping- 


ſtyle; and was delighted to find himſelf 
within its precincts. The rich luxuriance 
of wild wood that ſeemed to crowd 


* 


around him excited affection, admira- 
. tion, and rapture. He repeated to him- 

ſelf ſome lines of his friend Haſtings, ; 
which ſeemed congenial t to bis preſent : 


feelings and firuation. Sons oa 
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WRITTEN ON THE 8 o FR 
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* * * mc 18 NATIVE PLACE. 


vr r. He ES. 1792. 


e Sweet native ſpot! at thy long-cheriſh- an name 
: Again awakes the Muſe's 8 dying flame 
It wakes, and lights me to thy "tangled ſhades, 
Thy groves umbrageous, and thy leaf-fitown . 
glades ; E:-- 1 
Thy hills, from whence. the blue horizon round, A 
With diſtant ſpires, and towers, and ſeas, is 
crown d; 2 rd” 
| Thy glens, where, deep-retir'd, my childifh aye Fj 
Too oft were ſpent i in dreams of future praiſe |— — 
All riſe, and, colour'd in thy fairy light, N 
Are bodied forth before my raviſh'd fight, 
Bright as when firſt upon my tender mind 
The deep-hued forms of Nature were defign'd.— 
Io Sp F 5 poo * 
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But, oh! my ſoul! though bright ack objects hue, 
Does Joy again ſalute thee at the viewꝰ 
Have years departed, though they yet beſpeak 
No filyer hairs, no furrows on my cheek ; - 
Say, have they paſt, nor left behind a ſting, 
Regret's ſharp poiſon o'er their charms to fling?— 
Thou ſpreading oak, beneath whoſe branches | 
dark 
My childhood wont ſweet N ature's s voice tomark; 
To ſee the golden orb at morning rie, 
And watch its crimſon fall with wiſtful eyes; 


Why at thine image is my beating breaſt 

With grief and penfive diſcontent oppreſt — 
Ah! now hoarſe hollow murmurs meet my ear; 
And thus the deep reproach I ſeem to hear f 


« Why was thine infant mind each rural fight 


1 Form'd to receive, and tremble with delight? 


„Why thus thy heart to beat, to thrill, to glow 
* And feel with keener anguiſh ex ry woe? 


h why, while firetch'd beneath my cov ring 


% ſhade, 
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« Why did ſuck viſions wild thy ſoul entrance, 
« And fairy circles to thy fancy dance? 
ec To waſte in reſtleſs indolence the day, 
* or ſcom mid Mirth's loud ſons, while mourn - 
war nn gay? 
MW / In congts to bow, in forums to diſpate, 
„Mid Folly's thoughtlefs talkers to bo mute ? 
With fault ring voice, res e 
e 

„ Helplefs to fit, while Duloels gives the rule? 
Jo rival country ſquires, and city beaux, 
* To ſeek the palm the — 
_ © To vie with thoſe, whoſe hard: unfeeling heart 
« Can the ſure pow'r of Victory impart ? 

_ « The paths of mawkiſh Diſſipation run; 
To ride, to drive, to game to be undone? 
* Ah, no! Far other hopes thy youth defign'd! ; 
” To ur the nobler conteſts of the mind! Lhe 
* The trembling motions of the heart to trace; 
N And catch the beauteous hues of Nature's face! 
Thy talent waſted, how. wilt thou atone * 

* The 2 crime before Heaven's aweful 
þ * throne: 


„Bes 
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% Ere yet old Age upon thy fancy -lours, 
** Weakens thy Hopes, and freezes'all thy pow'rs, - 
«M6 flying : moments ſeize ; the path purſue ; 


« That opes Fame' s purer chaplets to thy view! 
Enough, lov'd Tree! Ah, now the murmurs 


_ cloſe! . 
ö 185 The ſhadowy branches hang dies _—_ 
| 9 Then once more, 0 ye boughs, whoſe * a 
i 6 . gloom Wy L 
| | . Can with freſh vigour imp the Muſe's plume, 
| | Cͤuberich. the dreams, that fir d my childiſh b brains. 


And bring a 23 back m — 
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cHAPTER 


4 3 4 wd \ 1 5 . N . . on I * ' : 


WHEN Fitz-Albini waked; ihr 
morning after his return from Orleton, 
> ſtrange viſit. of the preceding day 
had left ſuch a fingular impreffion. upon 

is mind, that, for ſome minutes, TG 
found 1 it difficult to perſuade himſelf it 
was: not a dream.— And, when he really 
reflected that ſuch a. ridiculous charac» 

ber as Mrs. Bracey exiſted, he burſt ſe- 

veral times into exceſſive laughter; while 

at other moments her qualities, as miſt 
chievous. as they were abſurd, excited 
his indignation and horror ; andthe could _- 
PTY. N not 
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not help feeling much pity for the diſa- 
greeable, mortifying, and even danger- 
ous fituation of Miſs St. Leger 1 


8 "iv Bracey did not ſuffer much time 
to elapſe before ſhe gave him new op- 
4 portunities of obſervation.— By 1 manceu-- | 
vres, of ban could not be 2 1 
ſhe drew into new. viſits at Orleton, 
or new engagements in e 
hood, at which the contrived to be pre- 

ſent. Nor was her aeg who was 

always uſed as a counterpciſe 
trations of Miſs \Pickmany al 


| Mib Fickman, however, 4 . to 
gain upon the natice of Fitz-Albini. 8 
Her aſſiduous attentions were tao power- 
al 2 . for him — to with- 


tand. 
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ſtand. For who is proof againſt flattery =y 
And, as her fortune had made her by 
no means unuſed to diſtinction, ber 


preference, under ſuch circumſtances, | 
much increaſed the compliment. 


Let this rather inflamed chan extin- 
9 guiſhed Mrs. Bracey's endeavours to ſup- 
Plant Har: Malignant ſcandal, and groſs 
falſchood, were buſily employed by her 
for this inexcuſable purpoſe. —She whiſ- 
pered in Fitz-Albini' s ear, that Mis 

Pickman had made him the object of her 
nadicule and fcorn behind his back; and 
only received his civilities to diſplay his 
preſumption, and her victory.—All ber 
foibles and defects ſhe exaggerated with 
low art and diabolical delight, while 
poor Miſs St. Leger was innocently made 


*. : 
| * 
— 
S 
\ 
| L 


mY 
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an inſtrument, in whom ſhe exkibili; a 
contraſted picture of all excellence and 
beauty. The amiable girl, too well ac. 

quainted with the heart of her panegy- 
riſt, was little conſcious of the praiſes 
beſtowed on her, yet often found herſelf 

m moſt indelicate and perplexing fitu- 
ations. And from converſations, which | 
| ſhe could not always avoid to hear, the | 

frank, not indeed with abhorrence, but py 


with the moſt cruel embarrafſinent, from 


Fitz -Albini: 


Fitz. Albini, doubtful of the fncerity | 
of Miſs Pickman, who had never been 
pleaſing to him but by contraſt with 
Mrs. Bracey; and, alarmed and piqued 
at the coldneſs and reſerve of Miſs St. 
Lega, whoſe beauty and fimplicity he 
80 could | 
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could n but admire, felt his. natural 
diffidence alarmed, and reſolved to 
withdraw himſelf from ſuch ſcenes of 
unallayed mortification. For what could 
he find to conſole him in the groſs * 
tiality, of Mrs. Bracey! a partiality 
which had been equally diſplayed to a 
thouſand others L ay and which, he doubted | 
_ would be equally diſplayed l 


Ho was the. manner. * Miſs St. 1. 
ger leſs friking, when he recollected the 
S ſtyle and the manners of the houſe in 
: which. the lived, 2 houſe perpetually 
full of gentlemen, and characterized by 
5 freedom and familiarity ; = which yet 
her caly dignity, always kept at a rel⸗ 
pectful, though n not formal, diſtance.— 
But. if He was accidental left alags 
with 
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* 


with her, he obſerved her ſelf-poſ- 
ſeſſien inſtantly 3 fly go: Reb colour f g0 


and return „ and her embarraffment | 
fo great, that ſhe always took t 16 


TY 
het opportunity to make her Eſcape 
from him. His pride was atarkied ; 
; and he took no pains to rercome : 4 Gift 
ke which he was not con e of de- 
e ie AC £9 20-249 * 4 


The library of Dimgtbu, fi 
; walks, and its lawns, afforded him gn 
a quiet retreat, and a new current for 
his ideas. —He endeavoured to examine 
1 his own character and ſituation wich im- | 
partiality He ſaw ſo many young men 
proſperous and courted, to whom with- 
out flattery it was impoſſible not to feel 
his own ſuperiority, that he ſtrove: | in 


upon them without envy, and adverfity 


ARTHUR FITZ-ALBINI. 


leſs liked, leſs beloved, and mere the 
object of malignity, than they.- —He 


ſaw men, whoſe conduct was marked by 
a total want of principle, whoſe under- 


ſtanding was ſmall, and whoſe manners 


were undiſtinguiſhed by — or 


gaiety, received with good-will w 
erer they went, praiſed by 8 
cenſured by none. He faw fortune fall 


= attack them with univerſal Te 


Himſelf he faw often agate,” and 
ſometimes paſſed by with — 
—The virtues he occafionally diſplayed, 


or the wiſdom chat at times burſt from 


him, and filenced all oppoſition, he faw 
followed 


* 
vain to find out the cauſe, why he was 


5 
j 


D 
followed by unwilling and extorted 
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praiſe. And he ſaw a thouſand tongues 
ready to burſt forth and overwhelm him 
at the leaſt deviations from rectitude, or 
even from the appearances of rectitude. 1 
— An inequality of temper and of 
an indignation and haughtineſs » 
at Lolly and meanneſs, which ſeemed | 
by fits to poſſeſs him, he was conſcious | 
often raiſed the bittereſt enmity againſt 
him. But, when he withed to pleaſe, 
and the ſoftneſs and benevolence of his 
heart diſcovered themſelves, it ſeemed . 
ſtrange that he ſhould be the object of i 
e and 1 averſion. | 


Theſe 0 refleions on. whe 


{elf were not reheved . turning his at- 
tention to his father.— There he ſaw, old | 
| age 
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which ſeemed little ſhort of deſpond- 


ence. No ſoothing would alleviate his 
gloom—and tenderneſs ſeemed only to 


aggravate the deep vexation that ap- 


* to prey — his mind. 


At . * however, he entered into 
a ſerious converſation with his ſon, „ in ; 
which he uſed ſuch arguments, or en- 
treaties, that Arthur determined in earneſt 5 
to embrace the Propoſitions that came | 
from Sir James Pickman to his father ; ; 
and, if in truth, as he was now taught 
| (contrary to Mrs. Bracey's aſſertions), _ 
Miſs Pickman was partial to him, to 
embrace the good fortune thrown in his 


N 


age embittered not only by diſeaſe, but 
by a fretfulneſs and lowneſs of ſpirits, 5 


94 ARTHUR FITZ-ALBINI: | 


848 and endeavour to niake his father, 


Two or three meetings * 0 a 
took place; at which Arthur perſuaded 
himſelf that Miſs Pickman was not diſ· 
- agreeable to him, and that her affection 
for him would ſecure his future felicity. 
—He not, however, 0 haftily | 
. himſelf -to make a | propolal, 
on which the colour of his future life fo 
much e. 1 25 


Rumour, x never at reſt, ſoon informed 

1 Bracey what was going forward.— 
hough this wretched woman could have | 
bag pre in the purſuit of poor | 
Fitz-Albini, than the temporary indul- 
gence of a Alirtation with an agreeable 


young. 


95 
young man, to whom ſhe had yet no 
preference Which would not equally 
ariſe to a thouſand.others equally new to 
her; ſhe determined to defeat the per- 
ſon, whom ſhe choſe to conſider as her 
ival, at the expence of facrificing all 
the future happineſs of two families, to 
which ſhe had no reaſon whatever to do N 
the ſmalleſt injury. She therefore ob- 
truded herſelf into every company where 
emiflaric informed her they were to 
meet; and uſed all thoſe arts, in which 
the weakeſt heads, as well as the worſt | 
diſpoſitions, are ſo. fertile, to der 


the ſcheme which the believed to be go- £7 
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She n — to han: ſome | 


lulpicions of ay own powers of attrac- 
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tion. —It was with the more eagerneſs 


of Miſs St. Leger, who by nature nd 
ſo pre-eminent to her neighbours.— | 
With what fictions and what encou- 
8 ragement ſhe endeavoured to feed this 


ARTHUR FITS-ALBINT. 


and pains that ſhe ſet forth the charms 


innocent girl, it would not be caly to 
gueſs.—But, though ſhe let her not in- : 
to her defigns, Miſs St. Leger's good 
ſenſe ſuggeſted to her ſome faint fuſpi- 
cions of her ſchemes; and her natural de- | 
de ſhrunk from being « obtruded; un- 
der any eee, * Fita-Albini 

Yet her bemity as fo very faſinain 4 
her manners ſo fimple, and her diftreſs 
ſo very violent and unaffected when the 
unfeeling indelicacy of Mrs. rs, Bracey at- 


tempted to make * the inftrument of 
her 
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| ſet aff each other's abſurdities by mutual 
ridicule and contempt. yet Mrs. Btacey 
appeared delighted with both, while cach 
in his turn, through ſome very perverſe 
| and vicious ate neuen 
e was 2. — Fannl fkdieres | 
fifty, who ſeemed better ſited for a l- 
brary than a camp, having read aſſidu | 
cully, and treaſured up-a maſs of r 


| an ebe. . ben be 4d. 

tempted the galla ry which he conceived | 
kelonged to the colour of the coat which | 
he wore, exhibited a firugghe, between | 
the cold awkwardneſs of his nature and 
the gaiety which he endeavoured to al- | 
ſume, parſedlly abſurd, —On the other 
hand, 
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i hand; Mr. Yaptony without fenſe, know- 
edge, vr manners, diſplayed a pert kind 
of empey foppety, che diſgoſting. in 
proportion to the confidence with which 
it as believed! te be the airy caſe of 
faſhact, triumpimi over the pedantry uf 5 
ge. An Cane Fordingbridge: there 

| was profound. niformatidn;” and (ſhrewd 
ſenſe z but in Mr. Yapton thete was no. 
thing to bounterbalance his diſguſting 
| folly--=Y« et the Kranyjeſt inſtance d - 
pudence- uns <xhibivtd. by this young 
hero: in the tuimiczerp and low kin at 
buffoonery wü which he ftrove to di 
turb the riſible faculties of the company, 
at every converſation, uponany important 
topic. Reſſces theſe; there were aSdotch 
nchlernan; two chergymen; an Eaſt»In- 
dan; u clerk of ane of the affices in 
F 2 London ; ; 
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dchcately of ber difireſling . 
on Mrs. Bracey, and her horror of! ber 
diſguſting charaQter—and expreſſed fen- 

timents, which at once did hanour to her 
| heart and her underſtanding. Pita · Al 


bini felt his pity very ftrongly nes 
ut he recollected that pity was a dange- ; 
 10us paſſion for; him (9-indulge towards | 
| * e ee, ef. a 4 4 

Ab 1 bag v e and 


135 remaked fo much deceits and wagt of 
principle, in moſt of the en ſhe had ſem | 
amongſt Mis. Bracey's acquaintance, not: 
_ withſtanding their occaſional profeſſions, 
that ed nat by any, means pat: fu 
© 9 us 8 confidence 


\ 


| 


-4 


co in his character and ſhe was 
- not always ſure that he recei 
rages n Bracey with the 
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"2 Miss Halton had been educated in | 
kenden wa acovempliſtied in am the - 


*w n A . 
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Lord Carnwath was of the antient no- 
— of Scotland, but of ſmall fortune; 
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ation bis edid erg, vas particularly 
 firiking—while the women, paying their 
bomage one while to'rank; and another 
to wealth, were held in ſolicitons doubt 
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* But yet none of them coil bear the 
ſlighteſt appearance of admiration paid | 
to Jane St. Leger, even by the other men 
of the party: and the attentions of Sir 
Thomas Bulmer, and Nfr. Stydotts, were 
claimed and occupied, with peci 
tiejtode, bu Mrs. | Donner, for her 
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In the colliſion of this ſociety, the 
zQer of Fitz- Albini had gradually | 
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St. Leger, while the ſeemed anxious 1 


recover the appearance of compoſure, ö 
fhrunk involuntarily from the e 
and attention of both; > 7% 


Yet Mrs. Bracey obſerved u fornerking 
in Fits-Albini's manner to her, which 
. made her think that ſhe might now in- 
vite the Pickman family to dinner, with 
ſafficient probability of their returning 
mortified.— They were accordingly en- 
gaged to join the preſent party at Orle- 
ton;—Miſs Pickman entered with hope | 
and pleafure; nor through the day dd 
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moſh: the whole party in the houſe, 
 allied-forth te take a Ik. —Tbey had 
not proceeded far, when the reft,, a 
by deſign, lingered behind, and left 
Fitz-Albini and Miſk Pickman to Po- 
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26 . Fitz-Albini. is the moſt odious, i „ 
6 ſufferable fellow, 1 ever met with,“ 
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66 * "ſcutcheon of that haughty old ſquare- 
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20 And che 1 how. bond Fa 
0 «the is! !” ſaid Mis. Halton. 1 pro- 

40 teſt, ſhe has lived i in theſe very charm- 

„ing @htades till ſhe fancies! herſelf 
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 BITZ-ALBINI a and Miſs mne | 
kay nothing of what had paſſed. Yet | 
when they joined the party again, they | 


| perceived in the countenances of all 
ſomething ſtrange, which not a little I 


diſtreſſed chem. 3 


Mrs. Bracey had retired. again, to 
- meditate revenge; for which ſhe cared 


not what ſacrifices ſhe made, nor what 


miſchicf ſhe produced. 


"Miſs Pickman felt her wh alarm- 
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peared to work with a mixture of doubt, 
anger, f row, , diſguſt, and mortifica- F 
tion. UA bung over. his counte- 
nance, which kept in awe thoſe who had 
ſpoken ſo freely behind His back. He 
joined the converſation only by fits; and 
contradicted occafionally with an Upe- 
fty and fcor, which were by no meahs 


But now. 


fronts ; for, confcious he was Ealing in- 
tba ſcheme formed by others, which his 
own bofom did not Juftify, he felt eb. | 
a ſened i in His ( own eſteem. He watched, 
therefore, s and fonelimes miſinterpre ct 
the manners and the looks of bis com- 


panions : and was ever ready to take fire 


at a doubtful expreſſion, o or an a innocent 


mile. 
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Miſs Pickman, who was, or fancied 
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now and chen gradually drawn into ſome 


fomented by Mrs. Bracey; in the eager- 
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her r prudence and forbearance. 
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manners rude, repreſſing, and, to moſt 
of the company, almoſt hateful. Many 


the ſtrangeneſs of her choice, and at- 
tempted to excite her revenge at his 4 in- 
ſulting negle&t. At the ſame time, Sir 
Thomas Bulmer and Mt. TLapton were 
5 aſſiduous as Fitz -Albini was, cold.— 
But i is a eee their all ; 
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of the women rallied Miſs Pickman on 
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lanchol y . countenance, and, hen his 
voice was directed to her, to ſoften. the 
tones of it into a tenderneſs, which the 


received with too apparent delight, and 
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which only rendered his 1eturning fits 
of ſulleti'and mournful ma more af- 


ange to her. ft eit 1 n 78 


Meanwhile Qotonel- Fordingb ridge 


urged his ſuit to Mifs St. Leger, with 
I a kind of impudent perſeverance, tern 
Which, chough ſhe ſhrunk from it with 
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abhorrence, ſhe | d not always free 


herſelf. 'In ber own room, and in n lonely | 
walks, ſhe often ſought for ſafety from 
his importunitzes; while her delicacy 1 
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was part 
| confidence; and ſelf.· ſatisfaction, uhich, 


as if ne gave eficoutagement to his at- 


tentions. And whether 1 in comphment 
to the finer feelings, the penetration, or 
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whenever! he met her in the preſence of 
others, he diſplayed" in his manner to ber, 5 
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company ſhe always felt more peculi- 
— arly hurt at this ſtyle of addreſs. It 


caſe, Fire- Abini ad * voice ol 

2 —— | 
| wee, ſhe inſtantly flew towards him, 
_y tor eee remedy to catch 


ain; yer not uttzring: a words 
and then fuddenly, as if ban her- 
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it, Colonel Fordingbridge, after caſting 
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=: a moment her heart rec 
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Feeling the had ever before known. - She 
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felt a pang and a terror ſhe had. never 
before experienced. She had often ob· 
ſerved the moodyneſs of his mind: ſhe 
had a horror of ſhe knew not what, and 


felt a momentary im pulſe to go after 


him; but inſtantly recollected the im- 


propriety of it. It then firuck her, that 


Mifs Pickman gave a cold fick — 1 
ally- different from any) 


ran d Kiflered at the end of Colond | 


| Fordingbgagt's oom; and, as ſoon's | 


cinced that he was there; the 
returned to her own: chamber more eaſy, 

and, aſter having watched half an hour, 
at — window at length ſaw Fitz-Albiin 
wt — _ _ flowly 
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= 
ſlowly returning by the path he had | 
gone, and followed him with her eyes 

- fafely to the door of the houſe, when 
; ſhe became more calm, and. | to ; 
dreſs herſelf for dinner. 
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Miſs Bidkman, with ſome ſenſe and 
exertion,” endeavoured to fortify her ö 
mind to bear the mortifications of a 
paſſion which ſhe found ſhe 2 5 
ſubdue, and hoped that the c caprices, as 
ſhe believed them, of a triumphant v va- 
nity would ſoon be overcome by tlie 
more brilliant and virtuous qualities of 
the head and-heart of Fitz-Albini ; and 
that her conftaricy, her endeavours to 
make him happy, and the advantages of 
the fortune ſhe ſhould bring him, would 
gradually raiſe his gratitude, which ſhe 
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. ime ripen int 
| love. The chilling ſenſations of ne- 
lect, the tortures of zedlouſy, ſhe re- 
ſolred, if mn hide. 


Thus kartifiad, ſhe — hd n 
ing- rom before dinner. Mauy of the 
party were already chere: Fita-Albini, 
among the reſt. He came up — 
| than he was wont to do, with a alleted 
careleſſneſs of manner, which ſucprizel 
and pleaſed her; though to ons of du 
more acute obſervers wn ſeemed too-like 
deſpair to be very flatterintz.—-Iie en 
tered into a converſation, which, though 
it was cold, calm, and conciſe; yet was 
ſo much longer than was ufual, that the 
chan ge in his conduct drew general ob- 
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At dinner, if Mis. m. nan was placed 
on one fide of 8 Mss.. Bracey 
was determined that Miſs St. = 
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Colonel Fecdinghridge. art 
4 feared, Keen enrag 
5 The eee | niab | 
_ "therefore, if poſſible, to 
and, by an endeavour. at 
verſations, of which Fi itz-Albini an 
Fordingbridge wer both ſo capable, 
prevent jealouſies and animoſi 
the ſmalleſt ſpark would kinc 
flame. She made ſeveral attempts 
vain. Miſs Pickman, , whoſe mind ha 
never received that kind of cultivation, 
looked 
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| looked: mortified and unhappy.—This 
checked her for a time. But Colonel 
F ordingbridge having thrown out ſeve 
ral taunting reflections, of which, though 
2 was not fure Fitz-Albini heard them, 3 
a deep and increaſing gloom 
his expreſſion, ſhe feared 
the effects; ſhe again challenged his at- 
tention by ſome obſervations, expreſſed 5 
with uncommon elegance, as well as the 
1 moſt engaging timidity, upon a ſubject 
4 + on which: ſhe Knew. he was very fond of 
LApatiating.— This was, the poetical me- 
kits and defects of Pope. Perhaps there 


EE LEED 


Was nothing new or peculiarly. acute in 
what ſhe, aid: but the beauty of the 
perſon from whoin it came, the manner, 
and the propriety of it, made it appear 
ircefiſtibly engaging, and awakened the 
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upon her a | looks of mingled Fi 


*large proportion of his wotks 
0 deficient in all the higher dune of - 


m, who! caft 


ment, admiration, and pleaſure, © | | 


| „eig to Abrlatd; ts he en 


<4 as! & , we the He: to anon 
* «kth full pris of be. Vets 
s is ſurely 


«6. poetry. Nofatire, no god fenſe, no 
* knowledge of the world, nb 10 6 excellent 


* moral axiom, however clear and po- 
0 liſhed be the” lngusge an a However 


een ROY : -— 
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be the verification,” | in 
are cloathed, can deſerve 
4. * the praiſe of fach a name. Py 
< muſt touch the ſoul by its fubli- 
—— or it muſt fill the 
* fancy by 1 its imagery. ”"_He was go- 
ing on, when he was radely and con- 
| remptuokiſly interrupted by Colonel For- | 


What, cried be, addreffng himſelf 
to Miſs St. Leget, are theſe fubliine | 
hits at Pitz-Albini has got hte 
0 his head? The wile” notions of + 1 
boy l. the fickly dteams of 4 . 
2 dr Ge we the Reräng 

ſenſe of Pope, and 1 care not what 
becomes of your tinſe deſcriptions, : 
** and your whining complaints! Thank 

— God, 
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«c can reliſh the ſolid N mind! 
But, »—pauſing a moment, as if to re- 
collect himſelf, and, then anticipating 
by his manner a triumph which he be- 
leved, would be deciſive, —* I ſhould 
$6] like to aſk the gentleman, what, Pope's 
 writin 5 are, fn ch are b poe- 


s Lows — 
Mack of having kindled freſh ſparks of 
contention, where ſhe; had: endeavoured 

to ap eaſe... << © Colonel Fordingbridge's 
E Fing n ſargaſtically, is 2 
% lucky excuſe for: a coldneſs of taſte, 
which, I dares ſay,” was the ſame at 

oo mene. uo, as it anon at fifty ſeven! 

* : | — 


and Mig _ 
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"08 „ The queſtion he fo triumphantly puts, 
«as if. it was: unanſwerable, ſeems to be 
2 « an humble imitation. of a paſſage in 
« Dr. Johnſon's life of that poet, which 
« itſelf is not ſo convincing, as the 
— e with which it is aſked 

implies... '6 If Pope, fays that critic, 


by 10 ig not, a poet, . where 14 poetry to 


' « be found However the queſtion | 
© be determined, the anſwer to this 1 is 
< ſurely. very. obyious. Who is not 
& prepared to anſwer wich the names af 
Homer and Virgil, of Dante, Arioſto, 5 
40 Chaucer, Taſſo, Spenſer, Shakſpegre, 
« , and Milton ?/ Poets, who, however 
 * highly the, merits of pope may be eſti- 
* ' mated, muſt be allowed to bear a 
very Might kmilitude to him * „ 


> 
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Sir,“ faid Colonel Fordingbridge, 
e the humble imitation with which you 
tat mel ſcorn I ſcorn to imitate 
any man Dr. Johnſon was a great 
* critic, and the coincidence you men- 
* tion is a more flattering compliment 
« rome than any contemptuous Jan unge 
f yours can counterbalance. But you 2 
7 heroic gentlemen foar ſo much above 
6 us people of plain underſtanding, that 4 
I confeſs myſelf incapable of f purſuing 55 


8 Fw fights WY OY ue 0s 1 


33 They are flights, fir, wh replied 

| Fitz z-Albini, with an angry voice, and 
fiery eye, 8 that I do not wonder you 
"YO! "defpile, when 1 recollect that it is 
* the property of dull — . 


Here 


-- 
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Hete he ſuddenly ſtopped : they, 
who were watching the diſpute, having 
for ſome time obſerved the diſtreſſed 
countenance of Miſs St. Leger, ſaw her 
at this moment venture to gire him a 
look of mixed (agony and entreaty, | 
- which inflantly ſoftened his tone: 
9 beg your pavdon,” he contioned,. 1 
© uad almaſt made too haſty an obſer- 
6c vation. + "tan to . that « wie for 


« [ — you, fir,” Wenns 
Colonel For C ge, who had not 
palſed unabſerved che look of Miſs St. 
| Leger, 
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Leger, EY the ſudden change of Pr. 
: Albini' s tone and words (another time 
c and place will be more Ber for 
10 this diſcuſſi on!. 0 eee 


5 . = , 
32 9 2 43 2 "x £7 $ 
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6 I think 10 too, fir! ** added Fitz- 
Albini, very calmly; at which Miſs | 
Pickman, who yet ſcarcely underſtooc 
the matter, turned very pale 
St. Leger caſt her eyes alterhately on ute 
two diſputants, with looks of the moſt 
: inexpreſfible grief and horror; while 
us greater part of the company were 
highly entertained; and Mrs, Bracey in 
particular was ſo much pleaſed, that ſhe 
. could not wait for the opportunity to 
expreſs her delight, but as ſoon as poſ- | 
ſible roſe to withdraw with the ladies; 
that ſhe might talk over the high fun | 
N — 
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CHAPTER W <1; 


* 


a © 


THE remainder of the time, till the 
gentlemen were ſummoned to tea, was 

Ig | ſomewhat embarraſſed. In the drawing- 
room, Miſs Pickman, whom, after the | 
firſt alarm, ſome of the party had had 
the good-nature to Fatisfy and appeaſe, | 

| endeavoured i in vain, by all che powers 
of attraction ſhe could uſe, to draw 
Fitz- Albini to converſe with her; 


— —— 
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while, though. filent and gloomy by fits, | 


—— 


” 0 _ CESS 1 rr — _— —— —_— - * — = „ — 4 
5 — l — l * 
4 = 0 — . — * PR — — = — 
Pg f 9 — . — — 1 — 
4 — — — 2 7 CEE ws —_ — 4 - — mor 
— — — — 7 * — — 2 
— — —— >. = * _ - — - * 4 * 1 + _ W an 
* * * wt ; 0 N — 2 * q i. - — 
— — a — * 
— ao — — —— — — — — — ts 4” - 7 2008 a nt . a 2 , 
P___ » —_ - — A — 4 . - 7 —T "CS mw 
D * gs K : — ——— 1 — — 7 
5 <2 7 — — 27 — 
- ab — —— * 5 2 
— = — o - — bud — 
** - o 
= * - . — — — — Py — 
g — * — : — . — — ee” Es ; - 
£ K 92 — * 8 * — — > =y - — — E ” " - 
—— Pe 7 * — 
4 2 * . - 
” 
* 


r 
— a” 2 — 4. 


_—_ 


he at other moments excited a general 


* —— :, 
(ne S v _ 


and entertaining converſation, in which 
bis peculiar energy and eloquence en- 


RC | 5 paged 


14¹ 
gaged the attention of che whole room. 

But Miſs St. Leger was abſent ; and they, 

vho watched him with a malignant 5 
riofity, ſaw his eyes turned to the « 
| whenever it opened, and his 420 at 
thoſe times, if he was talking, evidently 
bevildered. | r Pinion 
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3 POR as iſh, 9 . were 
over, he was retiring with eagerneis to 
his room ; when, in one of. the ee 
ments through which 

a figure, ee m Hou Miſs 
St. Leger, fitting near the window, as 
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contemplating the moon. She roſe on 
| bis approach, and coming forward to 
meet him, he faw her agitation, and the 
— which he could ill fupprefa... 
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66 Me. Fitz-Albini,” ſhe fad, with a 
tremulous voice, I know I am incur- 
& rin g the appearance of i impropriety in 


* waiting for you ſecretly here, as 1 
“ certainly have been ut ] believe I A 
“ have been the means, though unin- 


o e tentionally, of drawing you into 2 
e quarrel with Colonel Fordingbridge, 
ee which makes me perfectly wretched, 
«] know 1 have no right to influence 
2 you; nor to aſk or expect you would 


* ſacrifice- what is deemed honour, ot 2 
6c juſt feeling. of reſentment, for my 
© ſake. But, when you recollect it was 
. « do prevent, inftead of creating, a dif- 4 


© man, that I began the converſation, 
which has been the cauſe of this un- 
9 fortunate e affair, I appeal to your ge- 


; 
- " 


En . | | | : a c« nerofity = 


1 
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0 acrofity-for——fpr—=—; ” heſl ating, 
1 for a moment, lifting. up her beau- 
 tiful eyes, which were drowned in tears, 
and inſtantiy withdrawing them again, 
« — far. the good 


00d intentions 53 bad, 
4 to induce you to make alittle ſacrifice 


« of fooliſh punctilios, and ſome ſmall 
Aan gh: pracefyl. termination. y 
| ich, will otherwiſe fink me 
10 into eee for life.” . iT | 
2165 Landis: Ns vor YL 8 


1 admiration, * . 
overwhelmed, Fitz-Albini for ſome mo- 
ments: he ſtood ſilent, and motionleſs : 
the \trembled,, and turned pale, and even 
fell on her knees, and, with uplifted | 
bands, cried, I intreat you, far, I moſt 
earneſtly intreat vou, to — 1“ He 
recovered from his aſtoniſhment and, 
1 inftantly 


1 


 inflantly caifugtertp; interruptedd her, 
For Heaven's ſake, Mids St. Leger,” 


he ſaid, tr 40 not diſtreſs meſo! do not, | 
e beſtech' you, do not put this inful. 
F le trial upon” me ! do not aſk | 
— but forgive me—[ 


0. © what to 70 6 


« my father lr 
turning his t 


— If you ad 


64 


— W t. 


yes I ber- but dt 


«oF ref yet let me fly Steh you! 
attempting to withdraw his hand, which 
Mig st. Leger now held faſt, while 

her fright at his unaccou 
tion overcame all other reflections.— 
* Mr. Fitz-Albi 


7 


int, 


ſhe faid, in a ten- 
der nee voice, be calm! 1 


* 5 5 


father P” : 


chat! 1 though 


table diftrac- 


EE 
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" « very | 
« js my wet: 10 of 


«and Ri 5k iütteat, that u 14646 god, 
« ſo valuable 2 may y not be pu 
8 danger by means of a being 8 - 
« * infigilllcans, and ſo wretched as It", 


LEST. AI: © oY ** N na 
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« beauty" Ile pauſed: 
his his ſoftened C yes upon. 2. 
hand te o his li Wich- 
wen i, a 40 fl. EY and of 
Voice, © Forbear, fir! I thought Mr. 
8 Fi-Albini had been too generous to 
Vor. SM . jnfult 
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op inſult ber, whoſe innocent anxiety for 
” his ſafety, gave him the opportunity ! x* 


fer colour inſtantly fled, and, having 
endeayoured to ſupport he clelf, by lean- 
ing againſt the window, ſhe ſunk on the 


chair, and fainted. wa E” 


% | : 


” = * ad jt a wy . — . 
C # 


1 a few 1 minutes | the recovered, ad | 
filently and tremblingly withdrew, while | 
Fitz Albini ſtood immerſed ; in a con- 
ct of feelings, which rendered him 
incapable of uttering a word. But 
this 1 interview, and the ſenſations he ex- 
bend during the ſhort period Mis 
St. Leger f ſat lifeleſs on the chair, funk 
E bottom of his heatt, and made. 
Pp preſſions his future life could not. 
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evident e to Miſs Pickman "Y 
rouſed her flow reſentment, and having © 

orreſpondence of ſeveral letters 
nit | Colohet: Fordingbridge, he x * 
drew to his father's bouſe at Dallingrn: 


ns} i goed t Dom 


His father he found finki inking under 
7. 


anxiety, and the rapid progreſs of age, oh 
but not a little ſolicitous to hear of the 


ſucceſs of his "attentions to the family 


Sy 


4 4. $3! 


TY 


of Pickman. infu taſk. here 
fore he had here to p . form; the e Ai. 
AS {TF wh; bn 1 £7 e 
y of ca pa 10 
ty of cyafion, and his incapability of 
od, rendered! bis firuation ray: 1 
iini . r 10G WV 
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A new train of feelings occupied his 
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charm of. N —4 the winds, the agi - 
— F5 Vea leres, the the the bead. 


_— feemed t to 1 his frame, 
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argupg him. e ſyn went. down. with 
et i , ang the. ſhades of the 
fareft, aſſumed a richer hue. The mighty 
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ſweeping.” 


te nee ce te o lande. and elevate his 
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o why go yt, in pride gf nn 


— Compar'd with you, ye treaſures of the mind? 
; o what the tinſe! tops, in which array d, 
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How oft has Fancy ſplendid forms deſigu d; 
| Whoſe gleams before th enraptur d fight aif- 
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Can Wealth, the head to ſofin, the bert to feel, 

The ſoul; that lifts che mai to Heaven, beſtow ? 

The power, from Grief, Scorn, Malice, to 

And los; | in Areas of vii, | Rovenge's blow 8 
No fears . 2 dan f thou inſpire, 
* a, the foul entire ire! 


Give but the vig zorous hea 


- k . . 6 FA * n 1 . 1 


In the ſe ſolitary wanderin ga, he forti- | 
fied his mind v wo doch a convition „ 


* 


it was not eafy make. Wa, When he 
enteted che Hbüſe, aul Wufd'it Wit im- 
poſlible tb akter the Gpinfhs bf His — 
cher, ks fokitüdde 44nd his ce 
could not always ſupport him: dete, 
whilſt thole opinions rerhained, tis a- 


any „ and difficulties, which. 
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ther's happineſs | depended upon. ſome 
conformity to them ; and to that happi- 
N neſs he could not be indifferent. For, it 
is a melancholy reflection, chat, after we 
5 have purified our ſentiments, , and exalted 
our minds above ordinary paſſions, we 
ar often debarred of the content and 
| happineſs, which ought tobe our reward, 
by e a want of ſimilar refinement } in thoſe 
with whom! it is our lot to be nearly c con- 


1 | nected, and whoſe eac and enj nents 
| * are almoſt a neceſſary to us as our ow. 
wy 88 a; 

| Hf IU: 2 
oe. « My der bon, hid his father, «you 


; c « may rely upon it, theſe notions of 


I 


c yours are carried too far. The advan- 


2 tages of wealth, every where, but 
806 particularly i in this country, are incal- | 
2 | culable. The der, or FR luſtre | 

1 1 of 
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60 of your family, will not outiveigh the 
1 difference of a paltry 180d. a year in a 
66 neighbour, who but yeſterday bought I; 
i the eſtate he lives upon, and ten years 
60 ag was a ſhoe-black. Your abilities, 5 
or or your Knowledge,” wil be of fill leſs 

« eſtimation; or, what i is yet worſe, will 
Sp « be reckoned againſt you ; and a ſtupid 8 
0 fellow, WhO excites nobody s envy, be- 
e cauſe all feel him their inferior ig 1 in- 15 


{Id 


( telleck, will be welcote, nay, courted | 
"4 and praiſed, where 3 you z are neßle ed 


* and. ſhunned. | "Your eccentricities. 
« will be watched, exaggerated, and 
. ridiculed your reſerve will be attri- 
"oy « buted to pride, for which you will 
not be allowed to have any tolerable | 

foundation; your anceſtry, of which 
& you have ſome fair 1 be vain, 
H 4 — will 


> © 


. © ſome. fooliſh, contemptible jeſt, and 


C your incumbrances aggravated ; * and 


Ke « 550 en 


4510 SO that they are; not ſuch. 28 
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40 will be miſrepreſented, turned into 


d eyen denied; dhe remnant of your | 
< fortunes. will ba treated. with inſult; 


X 60 '« your, ruin anticipated, vith.a helm 
« delight. If you ever make a falſe 
6 7 Gad who, he dear fon, ein * 


* 


beende 


EEE God 


bee te chemicdves vpintheingwn abe 


. paſſing by you with jnſult, will ble, 


au are Even our neighbour, d. 
66 © Squeaker, 
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« Squieaker, that Kranze inievave- G 
5 with his Mreds | 
« of Greek, and Latin, und French, And | 
« Italian, with his - wretchidd- Wake, 
« and mean oſtentation; even he will 
« dare 15 . himſelf airs to yu 
and hai 00 by 
4 as if * had never known yuu==Yout | 
« friend Mur Cherry hinkſslf}"" of whole | 
10 Ar, Lee eee wach do d 


4 tiles of your enemies; arid 4 e 
bur ſummer ſummer Tous rela- 
tions, ound near . who were 
© wont to pay a deference to your ſen« 
„ tichents, and! Be vain of your abtho- 
ty, will, us eee eee 
„poor, turm their eyes from vou with = 
« indifference, or contempt, and think 
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6. wee ee their hou 
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„ 
bel porerys in very weng, and, Ire. 
er ieve, guſt colours; but there are other 
eee 1. than- thoſe of 
"66; bone, and they who ave only the 
«. choice of the two, muſt bear the lels, | 
« with 2 fortitude which: may ſokten, . J 


wk cc 1 yon have not yet 
00 Woys are more gallng chan your pit 
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- To be conſcious, as you 
150 — of ſo many ſuperior endow- 
ments, which the hiſtory of mankind 
has always taught us to be highly 
« eftimable ; ; and yet, to find yourſelf 
« inſulted; and treated with. baughti- 
.« neſs, by the moſt. deſpicable, the 
* moſt inſipid, thewery baſeſt dregs of 
4 ſociety I if you can brook this, you 


© when. riches are thrown in your way, 


*:duce; you to embrace the opportunity, 
* thinks, my dear ſon, of me; think of 


s, and been preſerved at ſa many 
der rifices of. your anceſtors ! Do you 
alone regard yourſelf of all this illuſ- 
) trious 


are alnoſt above humanity t - Bat if, 


E all theſe motives are inſufficient to m- 


— . think of this hereditary = 
© manſion, which has ſurvived ſo many 
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et trious race, and forego nothing for | 
40 that poſterity, for which dogs | 


A. your fore ſathers bas 3 your birth | 
in this beloved ſpot!” | ls a 


„ e that that vink had never 
e been 1 ber ſurely was attended with 
— misfortune and de. 


l cc the Sing f * — 
. Ives. | Alas I I have misfortunes 
be ore chte to der ! dhe difference of 
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bear ww ich he could 
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turned his face to the 
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and, with his eyes fixed there, fat for 
ſome time almoſt motionlefs. As ſoon as 
be could; he eſcaped ſrom the room, 
and, with his head and his heart full of 


what had paſſed, his reſolution began to 
waver, though his ſentiments were not 


altered. 4995 314 ela 


7 $80 


32 W and took a.ramble- 


in the air, to compoſe the pe ty 


of his mind. He fallied forward with 


haſty ſteps, oppoſing his breaſt to the 
wind, which he thought blew ſpirits 
and fortitude upon him. But his ideas 


were ſtill perplexed ;' and the enjoyment 
of the ſcenery, which he loved, rendered | 


ſtill more dreadful the thought of any 


misfortunes which would FOI 


F ä 


* Wh at, 


\ 
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ce What,” he thought, <« have been 
: < my crimes 5 to be.t thus peculiarly mark- 
« ed out fo a e from which at 
© leaſt twenty generations of my anceſtors 

40 have eſcaped; and which, had it hap- 
5 pened to any one of them, would proba- 
e bly have not affected him in the tenth 
3 degree it does me. They have. al 
<6 been able to retain this eſtate : yet is 
there one, whom the loſs of i it would 
have grieved as ĩt would me} I have 
_ © oftenrefleQed with aſtoniſhment, that 
10 through all the accidents of Tins: $ in 5 

« the ſtorms of civil war; and through Z 
e the chances of private imprudence, 
© or ill luck, mine, or any other family, 
8 ſhould, in their adherenee to the ſame 
8 ſpot, furvive the ſhock of ſeveral cen- 
© turies} But Kt drives me almoſt to 
40 diſtraction, 


bo ARTHUR FITZ-ALBINT. my 


* diſtraction, that that good Toitune 
66 which has fallen on ſo many ſhould 
© fly from me alone! My beloved | 
3 Dallington ! perhaps I might yet re- 
« tain you—but at what a price! Can 
41 proſtitute my perſon, and my affec- 
„„ tions, and perjure myſelf at the holy 
« altar! Te dear undebaſed roofs, 1 
4 ſhould then ſleep under you no longer 
„ with pleaſure! Ye ſcenes of rural 
« putity, I ſhould hate you, for the 
60 reproaches you would awaken in in my 
60 mind! In the luxury of riches 1 
6 might torpify the reproaches of my 
r ſoul by a dull ſenſual kind of pleaſure: 3 
but the torpor would not withftand 
the impulſes of the imagtry of Na- 
ture] and I ſhould then fly you, like | 
44 . becauſe you ſharpened my 
5 66 ſeafibiluy 
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«© which'T could not eſcape !” 


128 


He threw himſelf no on a bench; 


8 
© $1 _— 
_ . „ - wo * - 


: 4 f „ 
ened rapidly 
4* y — 4 


ten bono te Tel Her 
exclaimed : ot bt 3606s 


FA FLOW YU £4: A man 3124.4 4 11 1 4% 
* O hark! See Ruin enters "_ fide, 
90 view the-ghuntralentlcſ fads chav ride | 


* . See 


« ſenſibility only to feel the chains from. 


and ſeemed, loſt i in the diftraQtion of his 
thoughts. The wind blew, and-ſhook 
the boughs of the trees violently over his 
bead; and ſcattered the leaves about 
him; ; the clouds gathered with an awe- 
ful gloom « over him; : and evening haſt- 
en. He ſeemed. a long 
while loſtin-a-droam.;—be ſtarttd, and 
looked to che diſtant, and indiſtinct gate 

of we pak; hr —.— crowd | 
of ügüres eiter it.— it,—* Heft 1 he 


* See Peculation, and Perverted Law, 1 
0 And bloated W. calth, whom hounds of Murder 4 
xk draw; . : 
wt Extortion , mounted on the pamper d ſteed, 
"0 Which the laſt tears of ſtarv d Misfortune feed; 
And plack Maliguity, all dreft i in frailes ; 4p 
- And Avarice, ſtriving to conceal his wiles: 
20 « And yet an hundred harden'd i imps behind, 
* That feaſt upon the ſorrows of Mankind !- 
Hark, they approach xe fiends of Hel, | 
_ away. 12 ; 
« Dear native fields, yrs not be their prey! 
- Shades'of 3 my fathers, which the cixeling Sun, 
* As twioe three centuries his courſe hb run. 
Has ſeen, in ſafety, der the faithful head 
4 Of the ſame race, your antient vmbrage ſpread! 
* Shall cruel hands pollute-your dark retreats? 
« Shall Infamy defile your ſacred ſeats? 
«Ye lawns, on which my happy childhood | 
_ i play'd; | 
* be auser unn lauer ru; 
3 — cc Yo 
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« Ye boughs, which firſt I twiſted into bewers ; ; 
9 ve primroſe banks, where firſt I TO d your 
flowers; | 
60 Your long-lov'd charms ſhall fri maſters 
own? 
« Shall foreign ears inſult your Gighted moan ry 
Along your filent copſes, and your dells, 
* * Shall puff*d-up Folly ſhake her cap of bells 2 
« In name of Taſte dire& the axe's blow? 
10 Laugh at your ſhrieks, and lay your e 
oc Ye towers, that _ have rais d your heads 
- ſublime, - Ne 
« Firm and unſhaken, 110 the forms of Time 
te Te halls chat oft withechoing ſounds have rung. 
When the rude minſtrels tales of heroes ſung; 
* When Feaſt, and Hoſpitality, and roar 
Of Mirth went round, the genial goblet oer; 
VWhere ſtill the blazing hearth, atChriſtmas-tide, 
«© The froſt and ſnow, and wind and rain, defy” 5 
0 And Eaſe at loaded boards, che village eu. 
Still to their lord in cloſer union drew a 


\ 


«Ys 


N C hal thecoarſe upſtart wretch, who never knew - 
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« Ye rooms, where poets' nurs'd their golden 


dreams; 


" * Where ſtateſmen fram'd their country 5 gloriou 1 


5 ſchemes; 0 „ \ | 
„Where wits their brilliant rays were wont to 
dart; 


« And Beauty's 3 malt the heart! 


A thought beyond CI 
. 44 The needy to Deſtruction s net, diſplay, 
1 Within your ſacred walls, a ſcoundrel's prey: 

Wo New ſentiments; new modes of life unfold, 
luxury, and ee tad 
Great God of Mereyl mee it is a erhne, 
n life before its time; 
« If the · dire fiends at youter gate I view, 
Be not mad Fancy's forms,” 28 
O now direct the pitying 
4 And Rn nate fro cos wy wear, 


"ie — 


Such i 18 ——— of indigits- 


"tion in a poetical mind l It. 18 often like 
IE 


\ 
, i 
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2 temporary madneſs'! He ſaw'the dæ- 
mons of deſtruction already in the act 
of ſcizing upon the ſeat of his agg 
But at length, rouzing himſelf, he 
walked gently. home, and K 
compoſed his f — 


„ £2 
. 's 


* 4 1 883 


He found Fr father: Abena mich. 
the exertion of a converſation, of which 
the ſubject: prefied deeply on his heart; 
and at times alarmingly ill. — 

unobtruſive attentions of his mother were 
in vain directed to revive, or ſoothe hen. 


The: intervention of a fleepleſaand.. 
miſerable: night did not bring a morn - 
ing of much comfort to Anhur— 
His father was. worſe; his mother had 
laſt ber calmneſs. . His -uncafineſs and 
bis ſorrows. were now truly bitter. A 


8 entrance of che ſervant with ſuch a talk- 
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gloom overſpread the kiouſe ; . very 
ſervants caught the infection. He ſat in 
the dark old eating- room, wainſcotted 
With oak; and, having piled up a mn 
fire of wood on the hearth, leaned his 
burning forehead againſt the nn 
jecting ſculptures of the chimney- piece, 
and ſat with half-ſhut eyes loſt in his mu- 
ſings. A loud knock at the door rouzed 
him; followed by the found of a n 
voice, which in a ſhrill tone demanded. 


ative vociferation, that in his confuſion 
| ſhe had already got her hand upon the 
5 partour-dbor;: and half opened it before 
he eould collect courage poſitively: to 
enforce his denial. It was Mrs. Bracey, 
who, on the fight of Arthur, flew-fors! | 
ward, lughing at the ſucceſs of her own” 

P Tad 7:17 =T | forwardneſs;* - 
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forwardneſs ; ; — followed by Miſe St. 
Leger, who entered with trembling ſteps, 
and in much diſtreſs. \Nathig could 
be more unwelcome than Mrs. Bracey's 8 
riſit at this time; whoſe intruſion not 
eren Miſs St. Leger $ preſence. could 
counterbalance ; ; and to whoſe volubility | 
ſome moments elapſed. before he could 
recover his confuſion ſufficiently to make 
any anſwer. But a wild look, and his 
eyes ſwollen with tears, ſeemed to fix 
Miſs St. Leger 8 obſervation: : and at 
thoſe intervals, when ſhe could inter- 
poſe her voice between the fluent ha- 
rangues of her companion, ſhe put a 
few ſlight queſtions, in a ſoft, tremulous 
manner, to him, which yet ſo entirely 
withdrew from him the poſſibility of 
1 Bracey, that the latter 


99 1 degan 
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begin" to be offeniled,! til, by ſome | 
| means, the image of Miſs Fidkinan re. 
curred to her. bei dabea 


His 8 now to revive; his 
eyes to lighten; and an energet'e in inter- I 
eſting manner to mark his conv ot 

He ſeemed to ſink again f netim 
: moment or tuo: and to dunn pode; 0 

a figh appearedi to eſcape him; but, 
he fixed his looks on Miſa St. Leger he 

in an inſtant recovered himſelf.” Se 

diſplayed that morning beauty: beyond 
what ſhe had ever ſheun beſore: the 
air had given a plow 10 her comnplexionz-! | 
and a very rapid ſucceſſion of paflion 

gave her eountenance a variety of tender 
and intereſting expreſfions 1 which? ria 
vetted his notice. ename 
. her 
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ſpects, it may be deemed 
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1 
5 ae eee een 


been terminated by a friend to both, with. 
> mutual ſutisfaction, and which had been 
dltriven from his mind by fubjedts mr, 
more intereſting to > bm, now revived the 


. it gave bam an pom af u. 
moving a very heavy anxxty tum ber 
mind, very differently conſtrued hm 
that of Mrs. Bracey, which unt mor- 
| ficd at lofing the buſtle ſuch an event 
would create in the houſe, enn, 


wann 


Fits-Albini ſeemed 4 'lttte to fink in 


che efitem.of Mrs. Bracey from the mo- 
ment 
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272 ARTHUR  FITZ-ALBINT: 
ye from the door, .** what is come to 
% Fitz-Albini ? Did you ever ſee 2 
, man ſo altered? Why, he has groun 
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1 Father ill, indeed l“ ſhe anſwered, 


with a ſhrill and ſharp © 
60 Well—what if he is ill! 


* the old don pops off —uh | 
« be the better for him? 


. - _ * * 
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wiſe ſentiments of the faſcin ating 2 Ad 
amiable Mrs. Bracey. Nor did her ex- 
preffions of reſentment of Fitz- Albit 

end here. She continued the — 
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ger with her anger till the latter could 
not ſuppreſs her tears; tears which were 
yet mixed with a thouſand, ſweet. ſenſa⸗ 


tions, that gare a luxury to hex forroms 


and, while he claſped it, ik an 
* thur, yours me -xery, — 
* indeed! 1 believe myſelf near mj 
end! Death will to me. but cloſe 


many yours of increaſing ſolicitude 
18 and 
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* and forrow ! cares, which have been 

the more bitter, becauſe I have kept 

4 them to myſelf, My concealment 

may bave been illzudged: I now too 

much fear it has been ſo: but ĩt aroſe e 
cc from, the Lindeſt motives.” ga was 


T1 iling N of Cifſolution + are ag 
222 death will diſcover too 
much to you r—if it be poſſible, | 
1 retain gen ,—and do not curſe 
„ the 7 of your father He 
funk on kis pillow, and fainted, —The 
attendants were ready and Arthur, 
overcome with grief, retired to compoſe 
his convulſed ſpirits. 


He ſobbed—! he funk into a — 
he revired . Retain Dallington, and 
3 — 


196 anTHROK F192 AE writ, 


«© do not cue the memory of thy Fabhiy 1 

vibrated on his ears; ſoun the moſt 

heart-breaking ; * ; the moſt coincident 
with all his former apprehenſions.— . 
For two days he l rambled abort” the 

houſe, with wild looks, and'diffrafted 
thoughts. No other image but'Deſpair 
preſented irſelf to his wund . Bas fled 
his eyelids at night; an | 
; his brain was is debe — 
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Arthur fought to bathe gt — 4 
2 in the freſhneſs of the au 
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” ſoftened ſplendour inveſted | the | 
ars ry | pure, and rather cold, wind” 


* ages,” #5 . 9 


fripped the trees rapidly of their leaves, 


which hy ſcattered every where, upon 


the graſs. He felt his nerves in ſome 
1 * 7628 * of b. 
degree braced ; and t beauty of th l 


| feenery obtruded for im moment ſome 
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with too heavy a load at his 
heart, not foqn-to preſs away, all other 
ſenſations, whoſe firength had fora little 
while rouzed them under it. But the 
figure and the voice of Miſs St. 
e appeare the laſt time he lan 


der if the demons © a Gabe 
| whiſpered to him the moſt horrible | 
| deeds? The fende would | netime 
£ | lead him to the banks of riversz and 
. ſometimes to the abrupt and 


| heights of the Park —But the recollec- 
ton of his father, and his ED 
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br attributed to his addiction tot ady 
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pain r U etefore 


der officloiſnels -whi ch, though he 
ku A be angry at it, Reman 
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fancy had been building in a thouſand 


a; 


radiant colours, kicked down in a mo- 
ment, and the whole charm diffolved, 


by a coarſe and ignorant queſtion, "omg 
ever kind Was the intention of it; at a 


time too, when to be awakened from the 
rifion was to be awakened to 
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Under 
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heard to mutter to: e and ane 
thus chat bis ſentiments ſometimes 


ee a5 the ining | of Miſs 
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D* And ſhews 2 beam of joy bed wor 
_ Perchance the clouds, that gather round, 


inn 
| May not 0 verbang tbe diſtant ground 
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Nor difiant hopes deſtroy : FA 
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0 days of ſoft delight, - ani; ated 
| Too little priz'd, when in thy fight, 3 
At Orleton's feftive dome, 
T paſod the dove-wing'd hours, and riew' 
The beauties, on which 7 now 10. 
through theſe ſhades Ine * ein 
On, that come no me A 
How ny 1 regret your pleaſures pow th 
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waeren . Won! : 

My beating bel, 5 1 

Upon theſe wound, no other Cure can know !— 
ere viſion hk 


rau! 155 | 


But who can deſcribe the eccentricities 


of a poet under the influence of grief 
and love? Wan and drooping, « crazed 


« with care,” and muttering jus way- 


4 ward fancies,” now flow, now rapid in 


2 the appearance of inſanity. Kio ing 
tuous ſteps, his 


anxiety, by the domeſticks. He ſome- 
times craſſed the gardener, or burſt upon 


F . 
3 2 


loud fighs, were gene- 
rally heard with fear, and watched with 


bis motions, to the vulgar be has always 
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moſt ſolitary rambles of the park, that 
at laſt he began to ſuſpe& ſome inſcru- 
table defi gn. He ſpoke barſhly to 
| them, which was ſo contrary to his 
uſual manner, that, when he came to 


reflect upon it, the greateſt pain it 
cauſed was to * 


Mak the evil aid not ceaſe — The 
conduct which appeared to be defigned, 
but inſcrutable, to Fitz-Albini, was of 
eafier interpretation to thoſe. goſliping 5 
villagers, whoſe 1 curiofity i is erer 
alive, and malignant, though ſtupid, i in- f 
vention alway: s active. The park-keep- 
a a favourite of his maſter, who had 

long en joyed a comfortable place, and 
many indulgences, which, while they 
enabled him to bring up a large family 


”- 
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in  induifitrious comfort, had excited the 
envy of his neighbours, „ had a daughter 
on the verge of feventeen, of a pretty, 
ſimple nn and n modeſt, ue | 
unaffufting r mat 
frequently was paſſing from che Men 
in which her father tefided, in a distant 
part of the park, to the «© greut houſe” 
(as the common people call it), for ſome 
of thoſe tle articles of milk or — ; 
to ſuch a fart | * 
Fitz-Albini i in 5 "_— wits" be 
ſometimes, in in his fits of abſtraction, 5 
unſeen, and never with any other than 


the common notice to a diſtant cuntey. 
Ms lin 142 #7 TE NIELS didi | 


But- the rural neighbours. choſe to 
think, or to tell otherwiſe, | They had 


. 


marked 
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warked the park-keeper ** dog” (as they 

- termed it) *« the young ſquire.”. And 
they were not flow in finding a_reafon 
for it. Many days had not paſſed, be- 
fore it was confidently reported over the 
village, that Fitz-Albini had. had a baſe 
deſign upon the virtue of the keeper's 
daughter, which had been the real mo- 
ure of his ſecret . that 255 


that the father — 10 6 et | 

his, nat that hemight ſave che innocen 
of his injured child, but that be — 

extort money from the cruel ander. - 


itſelf in whiſpers, with ſhrugs, and ex- 
preſſions of ſortrow; but ſhortly,begame 
more open, ſpread wider, with a tho! 


* 
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ſand circumſtances of exaggeration ; and 
in leſs than a week was not only in the 
kitchens and ſervants' halls, but allo 1 in 
the dining-rooms and drawing-rooms of 
every houſe in the neighboachoud, - and 
even . 


Tus gits, whom Fitz-Albiai's negle 
; or character had offended, giggled, and 
rejoiced, The country-ſquires, the par- 
ſons, and 1 Eaft-ladians, in varieut 


far the moſt malignant were he ad v wo- 8 
men of all deſcriptions ; yet more parti- 

Cularly thoſe who had been diſappointed 
in their own. views of 4 marriage be · 
tween Fitz-Albini and their own daugh- 
ters. 
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That they, whoſe fluggiſh underſtand- 
ings are incapable of any other exertion, 
ſhould yet always be ready at the 1 inven- 8 
tion or improvement of a falſehood, by 
which che character of a — is 

| aſperſed, may ſeem ſtrange to the can- 
did and philanthropic ; but, ſtrange as : 
it may appear, all the acute obſervers of 
human 1 nature muſt confeſs it to be too 
true. Nor will it ſeem leſs ſtrange to 
_ mne that it is with more 5 ä 
| . thoſe; whoſe intellectual com- 
pliſhments, and innocent, and even 
praiſe-worthy, habits of life ought to 
bree them * awe and reverence. 


Poor Fitz-Albini | No ſooner was 
thy name whiſpered by the breath of 
Defamation, 
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— 


| Defamation, than all the hounds of Envy 
and Malice opened 1 in full cry upon thee! 
| Folly ſounded her horn 1 in triumph , and 
re- doubled the echoes of their tongues ; 
and Revenge waved her cap, and pointed 
the unerring track to their devoted prey ! 
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CHAPTER IX 


THE. 115 was not d ere it Regia; k 
me houſe of Sir James Pickman. On 

the father, coarſe, groſs, and without 
any of the finer ſenſations of morality, 


which ſuch habits 1 ak hereafter in 
volve his future ſon-in-law. The ears 


| it made no — than . 


of the daughter it did not immediatel x 


reach; till, by ſome ſlight hints of her 
waiting-maid, and till, by ſome prettily- 
Feitned exclamations of mixed pity and 
"ma at poor Mr. Fitz-Albini,” her 

3  anakened 
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fity eaſily drew forth the 
whole of the wonderful ſtory. It would 
not be difficult to report the entertaining 


, by which the affe 
2 but 


"ps 
p 
* 


U 


— 


I have no talent for 


© vent converſations of 
2 ſhall leave it to the 


repeating the 


N. 


1 
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Bo hlf i hone the ad n cet. 
lation ; n neither the 
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cold water nor the 
hartſhorn could allay her h: 
rulfions; nor 7 could the ſoothing | ex- 


tale was 
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o 


ſoften the diſtraction of her dbengln 
It o did ſo happen, bowever, that, one 1 
| the volumes 3 « Clarifſa Harlowe' ly 


on the table; and ſhe was | ſo tucky : 
to, open upon a Part, where the pleafing | 

powers of a pro fligate, in the character 
of Loyelace, are made the m off attrad 


92 14 1 5 7 955 attract Hy 


ive. In this hero ſhe. ſoon iſcovered 


1 D © 


i the archetype of her lover; and, pityng | 
wich al ö 


* 1597 . arities, g dored him, 
12 wickedneſs. 2 Maddiſon put her in 


mind, that ny { rakes m If the bet be 


« bands; and ſhe only lon 5 ed, i 
| oppyrt tun rtunity to thew at once her forg ive 


has ee 0 


4 Nn ait %% ron z nuit 
«4 Ie cangor be Juppple, tha the. ſor 
loſt any time in travelling to Orleton. 
For three day jt whe ed Mrs. Bracey 
4 8 0 
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ſo much pleaſare and employment, that 


ſevere fit of il-humour, by which the 
whole houſe bad not ny been tormented, - 
but put itito an uproar. The erk perlen 
to whom the told it was Miſs St. Leger, 
into whoſe room ſhe came, breathiefs 
with eagerneſs, to difcloſe it, with a 
| thouſand exaggerations. She then found 
ſome occaſion to relate it to every female 
ſervant i in the houſe ſepa wely, a little 
varied or embelliſhed at each relation ; . 
and, before the male attendants, it was 
the conſtant theme of her converſation, 75 


bo at dinner and at ſupper. 


*. 


TI :3* 
: 


Let not this farprize the realer, who 
recollects her partiality for Fitz-Albini. 
The kind of partiality ſhe entertained 
Vol. I. = for 


it had actually recovered het from a moſt 
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for him was not leſſened by this tale. 
Perhaps it was increaſed. Nor was it = 
improbable, that the next opportunity 
his attentions would be ftill more the 1 
object of her purſuit than before. Fot, 
totally without a heart, and totally v with 
out thoſe principles which the under- 
= ſtanding ſometimes furniſhes as a ſubſti- 
tute for 1 its directing influence, of the 
man for whom ſhe indulged a prefer | 
_ ence, ſhe could think the wort, with- 
out diminiſhing her admiration; | and 
ſpeak the worſt, without diminiſhing br 


purſuit 


On Jane St. Leger the effect was 
widely different. Her grief was great; 
her anger was yet greater than her grief. 
But ſhe exerted all her fortitude to con- 

ceal 
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ceal her emotions, at leaſt till Mrs. Bra- 

 cey left the room: and, as that lady was 
not eminent for her knowledge of the 
genuine and natural workings of the - 
human heart, thoſe of Jane St. Leger, 
violent as they were on the preſent oc - 
"_ paſſed v unnoticed wy her. 


To Jane it cauſed an indeſcribable 
gloom and depreſſion. A cloud ſeemed. 
at once to ſpread over every object in 
the landſcape of life. The ſun . 
| to be blotted out of the ſkies ; ; the bril- 5 
liant colours of the proſpect to fade; 
and every thing to wear a dull, blank, 
unintereſting hue. The world ſeemed 
peopled with dæmons; and that which 
wore the faireſt ſhape was the moſt miſ- 
chieyous. She lamented her exiſtence ; 

£ K 2 — 


A ate. 
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and rued the day that ſhe was born. 
_ My beloved mother! my tender, yet 


© imprudent father !” ſhe exclaimed to 


| herfelf, 6 look down, if it be permit- | 
tel, from your abodes above, and pi- 5 
« ty, comfort, and. direct, your unhappy 
60 daughter See her alone, and. help- == 
© eſs, ſtruggling amidft vice and folly ; 5 
* inſulted by thoſe whoought to protect . 
| bs her ; ; and beſet by Profligacy, under 
the attractive ſhapes of Virtue and 


60 Genius ! All before her i 18 Darkneſs 


ec and Deſpair! Dependence without 
6e hope Vice left to range unencoun- 5 
c tered! Religion itſelf ſeems too 


** weak to penetrate the gloom before 


5 her! Oh, fortify her heart] illumine 


© her mind | 1» A tremor came over 


her; her eyes grew dim; ſhe ſunk in- 


ſenſible 
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fenſible upon the bed. When ſhe reco- 
vered, the impreſſion of a viſion remained 
fo ſtrong upon her, that ſhe found it 


very difficult to doubt its reality. She 
thought, while ſhe was lamenting her 


fate, there appeared to her the ſigure of 
a beautiful female, all pale and diſlie- 


5 velled, who reproached her for her tours, 


and cried, 1 Why weep you; you are 


5 innocent; you. are ſpotleſs ! So was 5 


** once | See me now in torments . 


© while thou ſhalt bathe in bliſs! 


Now,“ at which the figure was in- 


fiantly transformed into an emaciated 


corpſe, now my ſufferings return, 


and will for ever be repeated, till the 
** wretch, the cauſe of all my ſufferings, 


* whom yet 1 love, ſhall waſh out his 
e fin, and clear that mind, which was 


1 Once 
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A c once the reſidence of purity, from the 
e blot of ſenſual pleaſures! Oh, my 
© tortures increaſe! Warn him, thou 
00 et untainted Being, warn him ! [ 

40 «« alone ſee him tottering within the 

** graſp of the watchful fiend of Hell 

They ſeize ———,” She ſcreamed— | 
the horrors of the voice were in her ear ; ; 
and ſhe waked with the convulſion ef 

her terrors. She knew not where ſhe 

Was; her ideas were wild; her whole 

| frame was exhauſted ; but her thoughts 

ſoon fixed upon Fitz-Albini. ES 


5 deeply upon his charac- 
ter; ſhe began now to feel pity, mixed 
with her indignation; and her mind be- 
came occupied in deviſing means of ad- 
monition, which the delicacy of her ſitua- 


tion, 
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tion, and a thouſand conipliated feel- 
ings, ſentiments, and principles, conti 
— © 


In the mean FeY the ſubject every 
day got ſtronger hold of her thou ghts. 
Her countenance, her voice, her pale 
cheeks, betrayed it.. Again the whole 
: ſcenery of life became arrayed in new 
| hues. A tender penſive pleafing kind of 
melancholy tinted the charms of nature. 
Paſt events of her life, which had gone 
by little noticed at the time, ſtarted up 
in her mind in new and lively colours. i 
Her habits of thinking, and rules of ap- - 
preciating the circumſtances „ 
world, became totally altered. Cheer- 
fulneſs not only deſerted herſelf, but was 
A to her in others. She always 
K 4 loved 
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red ſolitude ; but it now bad a new 
character, and new charms for her; the 
light in which ſhe before would ms 
arrayed it was cay ; its ſhades could not 
— be too 8 or too gloomy. 


The ſeaſon af, the year was congei 
to the ſtate of ber mind. Autumn * 
always been conſidered as pepe 40 
ee. 
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lancholy alone. It is peculiarly gratefol 
to that melancholy which ariſes from a 
ſoftened and agitated heart. Dim faded 
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* Thomſon's Autumn. 
woods, 
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woods, — ſuns, or dark "oa anda 
general appearance of decay in the face 
of Nature, coincided with the frame of 
mind, and the feelings, of Miſs St. Le- 
ger. She. wandered out by herſelf for 
hours together. She climbed the neigh- 
bouring hills; and beheld, with inex- 
pireſſible delight, the mixture of land and 
fea around her, which forms the moſt 
pictureſque and beautiful of all proſpects. 
The green undulating hills fed by ſheep, 

or covered with duſky wood ; the brown 

| ftubbles in the valleys; the bold projeR- 

ing cliff, crowned by {ome rude antique 25 
caſtle; and the blue fea ſpreading its 

broad expanſe, dotted with fails, in the 
opening of the bay; while ſome quiet 
village, with its humble church, ſcat- 


tered upon 2 or among the val- 
K ET. ET leys, ; 
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leys, varied the calm and ſolitary features 
of the view, and ſoothed her heart and 
her i imagination. She often ſtood, likea | 
ſtatue on the heights, gazing around her, 

| while the temperate air braced her frame, 
and refreſhed. her ſpirits. | She ſaw far 
around ; and, beneath her, the labourer 

and woodman at work in the fields, and : 
the copſes and watched the progreſs of [ 
the plough along the flopes, or in the ; 
bottoms, where the dark up- turned ſoil 
gave a new tint to the landſcape. Such 
were her rambles on thoſe gtorious days | 
of mild ſun-ſhine. at this beautiful pe- 


riod of the year, which Thomſon ſo in- 
comparably deſcribes, when, 


The lengthen d A the Mang 
mines 

Serene, in all her r beauty bright, 

« Unfolding 
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« Unfolding fair the laſt Autumn! day. 

* And now the melting Sun diſpels the "Oy 
* rigid hoar· froſt melts before his beam; 
« And, hung on every ſpray, on ener ths 


OE graſs, __ 8 . twinkle round“. 


N it was not in theſe bright days 
alone that ſhe loved this ſcenery.” When 
the Heavens ſcouled, and a moiſt chilly 5 

M0 portended rain, the fallied forth to 


her accuſtomed haunts; and was charmed 


to obſerve the drizaling ſhower come on, : 


and the ſcarce- penetrable fog fill the 


valley, gather round the hills, and almoft 
obſcure the caſtle, while here and there 


an object broke through the miſt-; till 


preſently the Sun again peeped dimly 
through the hazineſs, and created a pic- bs 


ture of indeſcribable beauty. 
7 + Autumn, v. 1163—1169. + 
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[ 1 may well ſay, indeſcribable; for, 
| | Vvöhere are the talents that can deſeribe 


| the charms of N ature with ſufficient 
ll force! I 
| | RE the fire and voice of Seraphim, 
| To fing her glories with devotion due * !” 
| | Ye who live in cities, and are re pleaſed 


with no views but of the dull works of . 


33 man, what aliens are ye to genuine de- 
1 light! Ho] little conception can ye 
have of the varied grandeur of that Cre- 5 
ation amid which 1 ye are placed ! Ye | : 


may practiſe ſome dull grovelling virtues; 
but ſurely your hearts can never have ex- 


panded with thoſe overflowings « of grati- 
tade and admirati on, which elevate us 


* Beattie's Minſtrel, I. K. XL. 
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to the dignity of which our nature is ca- 
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Let not 29 who are immured 
in cities, are thus . inſenſible to the ſcenery 
of Nature. There are beings ſo brutal, 
as to paſs their days in the midſt of i it, 
yet to be untouched by its beaut 
With what ſcorn, diſguſt, and horror, 
was Miſs St. Leger obliged to chill and 
repreſs all the pure and heavenly ſenti- 
ments and images with which her whole 
ram was thrilling from her walk, when 
on her return ſhe met Mrs. Bracey. On 
this woman the frriking features of Na- 
ture made not even a faint, a momentary 
impreſſion. She lived amidft fields, 
without even having enriched her mind 
with the acquiſition of a ſingle rural 
image. 
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4 


bl image. Something very groſs, or very 
fl - abſurd, in thecourſe of artificial ſociety, 
/ + alone capable of giving even a feeble | 
| l = impulſe to her ſlender faculties. Whence 
| 5 ſhe ſprang I know not: but this I know, 
1 that ſhe was bred 1 in the hot-bed of Vice, 1 
= _ aa hurry and impurity of an over- 
grown metropolis, amidft the corrupting 
luxury of riches, ill and ſuddenly got; 
f | 1 and among conteions whoſe ſentiments 
'R were all wrong, ' whoſe heads were all 
turned, and | manners were a diſguſting | 
mixture of vulgarity and affected poliſh, S 
from the ſuddenneſs of their unexpected 
elevation above the order they had all 
fo lately held in ſociety. That Mr. 
Bracey ſhould have ſelected this lady for 
his wife, though ſhe might have ſeen 
more company, and been inſtructed in 
more 


/ 


more of what are called- e 1 


ments, than the daughters of his neigh- 


bours the country-gentlemen, may be, 


too late, a cauſe of repentance to him. 
He has probably diſcovered, before this 


time, that what he and too many others 
_ deemed the prejudices of narrow minds 5 


ere founded in the deepeſt experience, 


and deepeſt inſight into the characters 
and conſtitution of human nature ; that 


the confuſion of ranks and conditions in 


1 matrimony is almoſt always productive ; 
of miſery.; and that all the habits of 


thinking, courſes of life, and, I might 
| almoſt ſay, even contexture of body, of 


thoſe who had lived hereditarily in the 

country, upon the ſimple produce of a 
landed eſtate, are ſo diametrically oppo- 
fite to thoſe of ſuch as have been pam- 


A. * 
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pered in great towns with the abundance 
of wealth haſtily acquired, that they 
never can combine into mutual harmony ; 
that their friends and acquaintance never 
meet each other but to part with equal 
diſguſt and abhorrence; and that, if 
the man, from too yielding a nature, 
attempts to accommodate, and to graft | 
on the plainneſs of his character a be- 
haviour, mode of life, and train of 
thinking, ſo uncongenial, he makes him- 
ſelf abſurd, without obtaining his point; 
he ſpends his eſtate, while he becomes 
che ſcorn at once of thoſe whom he has 
. deſerted, and thoſe whom he has joined. 

How far Mr. Bracey has felt theſe effects, 

I muſt leave others to judge. That the 
reſtleſs temper of his wife cannot have 
ſuffered her very tamely to ſubmit has, 
4 . 


think, been too apparent. That the 
manners. of the houſe at Orleton were 
now totally different from thoſe of a fa- 
_ mily, which had been remarkable, as far 

back as the memory of man, for their 
fimplicity, decency, i integrity, and plain- 
neſs, could not — be a notorious to al 
eee Kees 
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— ee Miſs St. . 
from) her morning walks ſometimes with 
fretfulneſs, ſometimes with anger, and 
ſometimes with ridicule. While ſhe was 
tretehedat length on ſofa, withſearcely | 
power enough to lift up her head to 5 
addreſs her, ſhe . cried, in a; feeble voice, 
„What, returned ſafe not dying with 
** fatigue hy, you have the ſtrength 
ens Mar REnIOs 
| « born? 
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3 born! ? I, who: have been delicately 
* bred, ſhould abſolutely have died with 
« wearineſs, before I had reached half | 
the way home from the very ſhorteſt 
of your walks But then, to be ſure, 
there is a difference. We, who have | 
pol bad the advantage of large fortunes, | 
«6 have been ſo indulged!-—O how could 
«1, with all n — — and 


60 nee upon a bn -_ coun: 
| * try ſquire; to be entertained all the 
<< evening with nothing but the atchieve- 
© ments of his beaftly hounds, and ſee 
1 e nothing. all the morning but odious 
« cows and ſheep !—And now, adan) 
let me hear, for I am dying with en- 
„ nui, what entertainment you can afford 
® me, alter this mighty walk of yours. 
ce What 
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« What have: you ſeen, or heard ? Have 
£ you ſeen any beaux? Have you heard 
any news of the neighbourhood 
10 Have thoſe diſagreeable Pickmans 
5 committed any freſh abſurdity ? Has 
Mrs. O'Callaghan made herſelf more 
Ns ridic ulous to the gentlemen, by telling 
6 any new tale of indecency ? Or has 
Lady B**#, in her eagerneſs to draw 
« out the petty ſcandal of the neigh- 
6 bourhood, given additional traits at 
once of her delight at defamation, 
i, and her illiterate i ignorance and folly ? 
N „Has Mr. Shipley $ curiofity | pu- 
e niſhed by any new flight of quails 
0 from the cloſet he was requeſted not 
to open? Or has Mr. Squeaker again | 
ordered the tails of his neighbour's 
** hounds to be docked off, which, by 


e paſſing | 


N 


% 
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am only kept alive in this deteſtable 


: I] have learned i in the ſolitary fields? 


« know chat I find the air refreſhiog to 


part, ' anſwered the lady, e, you wo- 


* ſeem to be ſo unconquerably ſtupid, 
as to be content to vegetate with the 


© paſſing through his garden in the 
" Chace, did him a farthing's worth of 


45 damage ? Oh! tell me inſtantly ! in- 


vent, if you do not know; for, I 


* ſolitude/by ſcandal!· 


Dear Mrs. Bracey, tle Miſs St. 
Leger, *© what.news, what ſcandal, can 


What beaux can I have ſeen ? You 


my health; and that it · is a ſufficient 
* recompenſe, without hearing news, 
dor meeting beaux. Well, for my 


cc men, who are bred in the country, 


plants, 
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« plants, among which ye live. We 


« people of better birth, who have be FRO 


« educated in the world, require a little 
food for the mind. But, this execra- 


« ble place— N — At that inſtant 


* 


the door opened, and Mf. B., whoſe | 
character has already been deſcribed-in 


page 37 of theſe memoirs, entered the 


room. The ehr mamma revived from 


Mr. B***, a man not much inclined” | 


ders of the ſex; received the advances of 
Mrs. Bracey with a repulſive kind of 


aukwardneſs, by which, however, ſhe 
was not diſcouraged. She talked on, 
till B##** began to be flattered with the 
notice, 2 notice to which he was not 


” 


much 


—— —_ pe 


* 
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much accuſtomed from ladies, and invi- 


ted her to ſee the wonders of his work- 


| ſhop, where his genius ſhone out in the 

operations of his hands, and where he 
had found out a method of making a 

1 _ 5 waggon in a ſuperior ſtyle to the carpen- 

= ter, which would move without horſes 

into the bargain. | There was a whim 1 in 

all chis not at all ill-ſuited to the tum, 

temper, and views, of Mrs. Bracey. She 

accepted the invitation with pleaſure ; 

5 . and, in return, gratified him with an 

| exaggerated relation of all the vile, im- 

proper, falſe, defamatory, and abſurd 

ſtories of every one, high and low, which 

were circulating through · the neighbour- 

hood. B###, while he did not want a 

kind of ſhrewdneſs, which impelled him 
to deſpiſe the folly and indelicacy of 

gn, 5 the 


the relation. 
peated, the ſtory of poor Fitz- Albini 
ſeemed to fill him with the moſt diaboli- 
cal delight, of which he could not ſup- 


all times in a certain degree character- 
ized his countenance, was now directed 
at this unhappy girl; while Mrs. Bracey 
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the relater, yet poſſeſſed a malevolence 


of heart which made him pleaſed with 
But, of all that was re- 


preſs the appearance; and his delight was 


the more keen, becauſe the mortifying 


tale paſſed before. Miſs St. Leger, whoſe 


beauty even be could not but admire ; 
and whom, becauſe he ſuſpected her 
partiality for Fitz-Albini, 5 he c a 


W in thus . 


A 0 Gdelong k kind of inks high at 


conti her exaggerated ſcandal, 


— | 
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which was heightened by his farcaſms, 


and his pretended pity of poor injuted 


perhaps 1 ought" not to ſay ſo: to 
© be ſure, 


cc "HCY for theſe pm who's ate 


« be Favs; very pretty, to write verſes on 
and I like 


« robin-redbreaſts, and ſo; 
6 them 58 much myſelf : I like them 


cc very mucl us ſhaking” His head (of 
which he ha: a trick when he was 
| eager) : but then the world ſays, theſe | 


*< poets , theſe tender hearted: gentlemen 


6 yo — I am Sure). are 


«apt 


Miſs Pickman. But,” added he, 


it is to bufinefs of mine: 
and I think Fitz. Albini a very good 
cc ſort of a fellow, I* am fure: but the 
«world you know, Mrs. Bracey, the 
8 world you know, will have but little 


the 
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« apt to want a little common ſenſe, o 
6 ſo, and to get into a few ſcrapes, but 
1 then, I dare ſay, they mean no harm 
«] don't doubt they. feel a great 
40 — their hearts at the death 


Je ln . the  otherdey.in thentms- 

56 paper upon Mrs. Puans's pug- dog 3 
breaking his leg: very ſoft, and ven 
2 pretty, to be ſure: 1 dare ſay they 
© were: his : poor follow—T am. ſure he 
feels very much: ſos; notwithſtapding | 
| © the ſup he has made, I think him a 
very good fellow, I am - lie | 


"App. en a goil 


1 — 


2 | | 4 


PRs was * — tin 
Mr. Be, of which thaſe, to whom 


the mean and ſhuflling, yot malignant, 
. 
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tones of his voice, and his cunning ob- 


lique looks, cannot be conveyed, will loſe WW 

| almoſt all the force; yet this is the com- | 
mon opinion, which vulgar minds have 
formed of poetry rbymes apon the deaths 
of robin-redbreafs, and the broken limbs of 
— ls relation of the writer of 
theſe - memoirs, one who had been 
keought up at « public ſchool and mi- 
verſity, one who was himſelf allied to 


poets,” and whoſe very name ought to 


have excited in him ſome love for liters | 


ture, having ſeen in a news-paper ſome 


| 2 the moſt execrable namby-pamby 


lines on a robin which ever diſgraced 


the pages of thoſe diurnal publications, 
came up to him at a moment he meant to 
flatter, and told him of the diſcovery he 


had made; and how much he admired the 
2 lines, 
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_ Ines, of which he £6 inftantly recognized | 
<the n , ſo-tender, ſo pretty, that 
they could have been written by n no- 
body but the perſoi 


e Addreſſing fing his remarks.” — Th is man- 
really ſuppoſed he was paying a compli- 


ment j and ſuch were bis ideas of the | 


ments 3 at be e 
and . 2 thought perhaps, like 


Ar upon Virgil being put i into his 


hands,” and his opinion of that divine 
Bard being aſked, replied, ec he might 
cc. be very well; but, for his parts be 


60 could find mo provf in bim.” . 
vilot - ; L 2 Of 


* 
2h. 5 i. am to. te cet —— 
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Ot al the minds that could eves come 


other lt: ill, Fee Full. of 
| ſentiment. and ſoul ; preciſe, and labo- 
ribus when che occaßon required ; but, 
f otherwiſe, general, comprehenſive, low- 
ing with i imagery, and excurſive: BY 
loved _ but Fis-Albini * 


. | Pl 


- Mrs. ante preſſ 
her pleaſure at the triumph of zalignity, 
which was pecnliarly provoking A : 
of ſtruggling noiſe, between an hyyſteri 
laugh and an exclamation. Miſs St. 
Leger, who to a gentle diſpoſition added 
8 — — n 


— 
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4 lofty ſpirit, lt hve whole foul agi- 
tated by this abomiuable converſation. 
ut ſhe reſolutely commanded her per- 
turbation from n itſelf 1 in her 
countenance. 


— 


B therefore left the houſe without 
having the ſatisfaction of knowing the 

depth of the wounds he had inflicted; and 
Miſs St. Leger retired, overwhelmed with 
mortification, 'to her room. There ſne 
gave a full vent to the bitterneſs of her 
thoughts. She knew too well the diſpo- 
ſitions of thoſe whom ſhe had left, to 
give full credit to their tales; but though 
ſhne deſpiſed the relaters, for Fitz. Albini 
che could find no apology, which ſet her ; 


| heart at eaſe, 
L 3 -- Wh 


* 
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The viſion or „deter which had made 


ſuch an impreſſion upon her recurred 
with double force to her mind; and ſhe 


felt A perplexity | of conſcience, from 5 


which ſhe knew not how to extricate 
herſelf, 8 25 a 


CHAPTER 
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DURIN G this time, Fitz- Albini neue ( 
5 ſaſpeRed how much he had been the 
ſubject of the converſation of the neigh- 
bourhood. He had ſpent his days in 
ſolitary wanderings, and his nights 1 in 
| feveriſh grief. His father 8 maladies in- 
creaſed; his mother's fortitude forſook 
her. Yet, even amidſt her ſorrows, 
ſome officious perſon had carried the 
wicked tale to her ears, which, however, 
ſhe rejected with the ſcorn that became 
her, and turned her indignation « on the 
tale-bearer. 


_ L4 — 2 
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Yet, as he occaſionally traverſed the 
country, with a mind torn by the conflict 


of a thouſand paſſions, he ſaw ſomething N 


of neglect, or ſcorn, i in the countenances 


of thoſe acquaintance whom he acci- 


dentally met, which at laſt excited his 


wonder. Not con ſci ious of having done 
any thing to deſerve i it, he ſought in vain 
within himſelf for its explanation. To 
many ſorts of affront, which ariſe from 


fear, or envy, or hatred, he had been 
| habituated. But there was an implied 
ſuperiority i in thoſe, who at preſent in- 


ſulted him, which had a totally different 


effect. His ſpirit, or perhaps his pride, 
could ill brook it, even amidſt the op- 


preſſion of much ſeverer misfortunes. 


The momentary impulſe of his impetu- 


ous temper induced him to call for ſatis- 
| faction 
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faction from thoſe whoſe behaviour ap- 
peated o unaccountable to him, But 


his cooler judgement told him, that to 
take fuch notice was to confer on the 


and manner * His od fiend — 
Cherry gave him the moſt acute and 
unexpeRed pain. That be ſhould have 
fallen into the concerted ſchemes, what- 
. over they ay n concerted. ſchemes 
they muſt have b bern 
condut,) i "7 8 as well as 
forrow. Many times a did be reſolve o 
call upon him for an explanation ; many 
times did he reſolve to requite the ang 
L "1 by 


ment diſapproved of all his reſolutions. 
If his anger was ill founded, he would | 
have cauſe indeed to repent the raſhneſs 
and violence of ſuch ſteps : if it had too 
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by the revenge which the rules of ho- 
nour have dictated; but his cooler judge- 


real a cauſe, the man who could be ſo 


mean as toprove, wantonly and without 
an urgent cauſe, unfaithful, was by far 
too ations for his W E 


Not ſo Mr. Bes: the five? words.of 
outward friendſhip he profeſſed. had ne- 


ver been believed. But this man, though 
i there was ſomethingof the common cold- 
neſs in his behaviour, yet endeavoured 


by fits, to conceal it under the ſemblance 
_ of civility. Fitz-Albini, who now his | 
charakter, knew that be would rather 

- diſcover 
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diſcover any thing at which he was of- 
fended behind his back than to his face. 

5 He, therefore, would have been a more | 
proper object of reſentment. But Fitz- 
Albin, humble when not il treated, 
and now depreſſed with grief, was yet, 
when rouzed, o properly ſenſible of his : 
den higher powers, and the dignity of 
| his character, that his maturer ſentiments T 
F induced him to return the wrongs of My. 8 
3B too with filent contempt, rather 
than dignify him by his tier? . 


_ 
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Unhappy at home, affronted abroad, 
what had Fitz-Albimi no- to ſoothe 
him? How could he keep in good ba- 
mour with himſelf? or what were the 
proſpects that could flatter him, when it 
was too prohable that it would ſoon be 
Nb L 6 known 
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known to the world, that poverty was 
added to whatever other cauſes there 
might be of ſcorn, and inſult? Under 
ſubjects of mortification fo. complicated, I 
FO vigour of ſoul could * him! 


The elaſticity of a inks S_ by 

2 nature, and richly ſtored, is greater than ; 

weak people can imagine. The exceſs 

: of his oppreſſion called forth new powers: 

his ſpirit roſe ; and a feeling, ſomething 

like deſpair, rouzed freſh animation and 
_ 


* | 


He falied forth, in a temper gayer 
than uſual, in queſt af adventures: to 
— malice, and n over * 
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look ;- gave him a ſuperiority, before 
which his enemies, though prepared to 


abaſh him, ſhrank. As his horſe was 


flying under him acroſs the neighbouring 
downs, the fight of a large party before 
him did not at all divert his courſe. He 

was ſoon recognized as he advanced; and 

two or three of his moſt bitter enemies of 
both ſexes, who were among the groupe, 
Prepared th aſelve to enjoy the pleaſure 
of his humiliation. The whole of them 
had iſſued on a morning ramble from 
Orleton ; ; and Mrs. Bracey, forgetful of 
I all her ſcandal, was the firſt to hail him 


ht-deighre, yet kara of dees 
where but where the mas. 


. 
1 
* 
= * 
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Sir Thomas Bulmer, Mr. Yapton, and 
Mr. Baugham, Miſs Halton, Miſs Fleet- 
wood, and Mrs. Dormer, had already | 
compoſed their countenances to various 
expreſſions, becoming their characters £ 
when, as he approached, the livelineſs 
of his manner, and the boldneſs of his 
E addreſs, difarmed them all. In a cheer- 
ful voice be talked with an — fiu. 
ency and energy, till the men who hated 
| him ſank into an involuntary ſilence, and 
the women liſtened with an admiration 
which "IO could 1 not __ 
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— 


Mils St. A alone | lngered b behind 
in a conflict of paſſions which her de- | 


cate frame was ill able to ſupport. She 
ſometimes heard him talk with emotions 
of delight and tenderneſs ; at other mo- 


* 
* * 
7 * 


ments 
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ments ſhe contemplated bim with hor- 

ror ; ; and-there were intervals when pity - | 
alone predominated in her boſom, 8 
ſhe wiſhed for nothing but the power to 
ſave from babitual vice an amiable young 

man, whom accident alone, ſhe was 'wil- - 
ing to hope; bad ſeduced into-one great 


* 
— 4 * FY _ 
i — | * | . r 
. _ , : F « - * N TX > 6 


'r 17. was - dit: not to 
loſe : two quickly'the pleaſure of his com- 
. while he was in ſo agreeable a hu- 
' mour, and abſolutely compelled him 
' therefore to dine at Orleton. She had 
no ſooner reached the houſe, than ſhe 
diſpatched! a meſſenger to invite the 
Pickman family to dinner, that ſhe might 
& enjoy the fun of the. girls diftreſs. and 
£* ber ** as ſhe expreſſed it. The 
Pickman 


yy 1 
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Pickman family, diſcovering whom they 
were to meet, were mean enough t to 
eee ee 


Miss Pickman entered, decormed with 
all the advantages that art and expence 
could give to her perſon. The ſoft tem- 
per, the kindly affections of Miſs St. 
| Leger, could not counteract an emotion 
of viclent hatred, as the failed up the 
room in all her diamonds and coftly or- 
naments; and as, while ſhe watched her 
| with folicitude, the ſaw her turn her en- 
quiring eyes on Fitz-Albini, a cold de- 
preſſing tremor ran ſuddenly over all her ä 
frame, and centered in her heart, till, 
as the palpitation increaſed, ſhe with dif- 
ann kept her ſcat, or her ſenſes. 
M. 
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Mrs. Bracey/- who hated Miſs Pick- 
man more for the finery in which ſhe 
was arrayed, than for any power which 
| ſhe believed in her charms, called in 
vain upon the exertions of Miſs St. Le- 
ger. She ſat pale, filent, ſtupid, loſt. 
But the ſummons to dinner put an end 
to the extent of theſe embarraſſments; 
und Mrs. Bracey, as uſual, ſo contrived | 
as to place Fitz-Albini between Miſs St. 
Leger and herſelf. Fitz-Albini never 
before appeared to ſuch advantage. The 
fire of his eyes, the energy of his lan- 5 
guage, the acuteneſs of his obſer rations, 
overpowered malice and prejudice, and 
extorted involuntary admiration. Miſs 
Pickman liſtened and languiſhed ; and 
while ſhe noticed the tribute of all ears 
to him, whom ſhe conſidered as her 
by 3 5 deſtined 
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deſtined huſband, ſhe felt it to be a gra- 
 tification of her own vanity, though ſhe 
could little comprehend the force of his 
| converſation. 


Sir — Fickiany mhile he — 
attention to him, was employed in cal- * 
culating the. advantages to wuich ſuch 
talents might be turned in public lie, 15 
and the good: bargains that might be 
made with the miniſter for himſelf as 
well as his future ſon-in-law. At leaſt 
an Iriſh coronet ſeemed already to be 
within his graſp; and freſh lucrative 
contracts, to double the f uperfluous 
wealth in which he was wallowing, A 
few ſentiments, of no very pliant nature, 
did indeed eſcape from Fitz-Albini, , not 
totally unmarked by him; and now and 
3 © 
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then an expreſſion of indignant ſcorn at 
the inſolence, and, too often, the diſho- 
neſty, of new-got riches ;. but of Sir 
James, bapituated never to let his paſ- 
ſions predominate over his intereſt, a 
ſwallow or two;foon bore down any riſing 
emotion; which, o recalling to his mind 
the many emoluments that now ſeemed 
to open upon him from the intended 
match, was ſucceeded by * forced 
ſmile. of peculiar complacence, and an 
appearance of uncommon delight with 
a man whom his heart, if it ever felt 


* . on told him to abhor. 


30 ide and TE" converſation way . 


carried on, regarding the circumſtances 
of the country, and the principles of the | 
times; in which,.I know not by what 
—_ 


ft 


230 ARTHUR PITZ-ALBINE. 


felicity, Fits-Albini, taking che lead, 
fell eafily into a long train of opinions 


happily exprefſed, without appearing to 


declaim, or to be tedious. The impa- 


tience which fox-hunters, Eaft- Indians, 
young officers, and country clergymen, 
generally diſcover to the diſcuſſion of 
any important ſubject, did, by ſome 
lucky power in hrs manner er his {thſ6, 


not once to-day exhibit itſelf. He *. 


mented boldly the early 
ders degr ade the Reuarios i in wind they 


hare been placed (not, it is true, by 


their own merits, but) by the wiſe | in- 
ſtitutions of regulated ſociety. He de- 
1 piſed the fallacious, half. witted argu- 


ments, to which many of the apparently 


well informed of the ariſtocratic branches 


£ 
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of the Rate, by giving too much way, 
ought. to have admitted, as a legitimate 
conſequence, that they held their p privi- 
 leges, through the abuſe of human rights, 
He ſpoke with juſt anger of the üben 


kaghed at the dünn with which. o- 
caſtonal abuſes were held up as incontte» · 
vertible proofs of an erroneou hm. 
He could ridicule, or hate, ar ſcomm the 
man, and yet pay a due deference to the 
order. A catonet, nay a Crown, - never 


dazzled- his underſtanding ; though. be 
conceived it added an additional grace 
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He treated with indignation, as ſtrong 
as language could paint, that inſolent 
and preſumptuous folly which affected 
to throw by, as an uſeleſs incumbrance | 
of prejudice and i ignorance, the gradual 
and accumulated wiſdom of every age, 
from the commencement of the world, 
and t to — x new Dae we ee 
l end from e pure 3 of 4 
philoſophic mind. His contempt was 
too big for utterance, at the wretched, 
and baſe blindneſs of theſe people, when 
e that they could ſo little have 
invented even the paltry ſyſtems of which 
they boaſt, without the aid of that wiſ- iſ 
and learning on which they would 0 
trample, that a child of ten years old, 
who has been accuſtomed to the ſociety | : 


| and 
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and converſation of well-educated and 
well informed minds, will often diſcoyer 
more rectitude, more vigour, ! more com- 
prehenſion of knowledge, than the great- 
eſt abilities could arrive at, by the mere 
force of their own diſcoveries in rude and 
unpoliſhed nations. The few particles 
| that any one mind can add to the heap 
of wiſdom are ſmall indeed. We build | 
Rep by ſtep upon the works of our pre- | 
deceſſors. And how many data were al. 
ready ſettled, before even the mighty 
F Newton began his wonderful progreſs in 
# ſcience! . 


« Admit heats ſaid he, © *<the 
© ſeduRtion of thoſe wild principles. to 
ce influence your mind, you will, upon 
E taking up all the compoſitions of for- 
66 mer 


—_ 
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© mer genius, all the lives of the great 
men of former days, loſe at once all 
ce the charms and admiration which 
you formerly felt in them: all the 
| « rules of their conduct, all the guides 
e of their ſentiments, all the motives of 


« their paſſions, appear ſo childiſh and | 


ignorant, that they fink into drivellers. 
« The acute wiſdom of Burleigh, the 
< comprehenſion, the ſpirit, the bril- 


6c lance of Raleigh, fade away, and be- 
come a pitiable weakneſs. The rich 


<« eloquence of Cicero becomes a flow- 
6 ery inanity. And the tales of Ho- 


_ < mer, and of Virgil, and the enchant- 
« 5 ing characters of Shakeſpeare, com- — 


«< mand fo little of our reſpect, that 
< they loſe all intereſt in the heart, or 
"re 8 | 


He 


fo 
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He obſe rved, "that it was always a 
mattet of identi toni ſhment to 
him, how fo footiſh a dem had ever 
made füch progreſs as it had. "The idea 
of 4 ſyſtem of government, Which was 
to derive its ſtrength and reſpect from 
the powers of ratiocination of the So- Z 
Ac ipteckt to an | order of beings, | 


tert, is ad 
which aß be ear little ſittülitude t to ſuch 
| 4 the great Oreator has Placed here. 
We are mln yr off rea fon and paſ- 
fon ; ah it perhaps the" heart 5 70 $ er 
| toneous Nor of \ our fentiments : and 
| our conduct, chan che underſtanding. 


If it was hot ſo, it "appears! as if many | 
parts of the inſpired "vinings, ahd many 


dclineatioris is of character to be found 

there, w W buld give a weight and _ 

to a thouſand little citetinaſtant hi 
Vor. * 1 = 


* 
#3 


 -- 
would be unworthy of a rational rea- 
ture. So at leaſt, he ſaid, it ſeemed to 
him; but he ſpoke with awe and de- 
ference of a ſubject of which he could 


not preſume to have any confident opi- 
nion. 


of diſcrimination in minds, which, by 


an endeayour to emancipate themſelves 
_ from an unmanly ſubjection to the daz 
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He lamented the too frequent defect 


zle of rank and wealth, are perpetual 
carried to the contrary extreme, and 


4 ww 44 — 3 


by the very inſolence they diſcover be- 
tray the ſuperiority they ſtrive to com 


ceal. Of all characters, he ſaid, [there 
was a period when he maſt deteſted the | | 
fervile follower of titles, the vollgan 1 
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yet held ſuch an one in firong diflike. 
: But the times had unfortunately brought 
forth more dangerous n monſters of a con- 
trary nature, which, of courſe, « excited 
his more violent abhorrence; though! 
the two extremes ſo nearly met chat he 
had often obſerved the ſame Wow 
paſs from one to the other, 


— an admirer and Abende of the 
* privileged orders” might at preſent, 
without a juſt reproach of inconſiſtency, 
be an enemy to them; for the extreme 
profuſion with which: ſuch privileges had 
lately been conferred, without any to- 
lerable ſelection, had brought them into 
"i 2 diſrepute. He haus, that 
mw | —_WMS % ſome 
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ſome very poor people, whoſe whole 
11 income would ſcarce pay the expences 
<< of his ſecond table, had arrived even at 
<c A peerage, when men of wealth and 
1 ' confideration” (mark the combi ination of 
words) ** were ſcarce noticed.” vo «Tam 
©£ no more, he went on, cc an advotnte ; 
for the French ſyſtem, Mr. Fitz-Al- 
66 bini, than you are: far—very: far 
from it But then a miniſter muſt 
te not quite fancy himſelf in the days of 
2 the Plantagenets : : a few old-faſhioned 
« notions muſt a little give way, and 


< bend to the times. I am not unac- 
*</quainted with our hiſtory any more 
8 than yourſelf; though perhaps you 
* imagine I am. The Tudors, at their 
CL acceſſion, very wiſely broke the chain 


e of the old * . of the ariſto- 
ye cratic 
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« cratic order. We now hve, | Mr. 
= 08 Fitz-Albini, i in a commercial coun- 
try and age. Who ſo enlarged, who 
*lo well-informed, who ſo noble, as 
1 the Britiſh merchant ? Whether we 
« trade to the Weſt; or to the Eaſt ; 
* whether we direct our Ar oar- N 
«in London; or command 1 factories 
64 abroad; are we not as well n 
Do. as my good. friend Sir Thomas Bul- 
© mer here (he will excuſe me), 1 in ri- 
ding after his hounds all the morning, 
and drinking his bottle of port, and | 


"rl falling aſleep after it, during the re- 
4 mainder of the day uy This produced 
a loud laugh from the company: he 
went on: Don't you think we deſerve 
a few of theſe privileges as much as 


they Can't we be as uſeful to th 
M 3 miniſter J 
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« miniſter ? Don't we. know as much 
< about the law, and about the taxes, 
* and all they-there things?” Such was 
the elegant cloſe of Mr. Baugham' s ob- 
fervations, which, though he did not 
want acuteneſs, were ſpoken with ſuch 
A provincial, barbarous, half-Scotch ac- 
. cent, as to excite ſome wonder, where 
he could have been born, Or received 1 
5 his early education. It is fingular, that 
fearce ever any learning, any riches, 
any ſociety in future life, eradicate the 
traces of the firſt ten years ſpent amongſt 


mean and vulgar PE -- 


6 Perhaps, Mr. Baugham, replied 
Fitz- Albini, the miniſter has been too 
vs profuſe of his honours. But there 

e are ſome of your remarks which, 


3; though 
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6 though [ differ from you, it will be 
«c difficult for me to anſwer, becauſe 
% you have, a little unpolitely, made 
the ſubje& approach to what may be 
10 interpreted as perſonal. This 1 is, as 


1 you ſay, a commercial country poſ- 


40 fibly too commercial. Its commerce 


ve is now - become neceſſary, becauſe N 

10 without it I fear we never could pay 

« the intereſt of the national debt. But 

« might not that debt have been ayoid- _ 
ed if we had not proceeded upon ſo 

“ commercial a ſyſtem ? In our inſular 

IT fituation, would the balance of power 


% have been in that caſe of ſo much 


* conſequence to us? From exceffive 
© wealth perhaps a country is not in leſs 
« dan ger than from exceſſire poverty. . 
It corrupts, it inflames: it in too 
1 M — RENE many 
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© many reſpects aggravates the condi- 
*© tion of the lower orders, of whom, i in 
© exery poſſible government, the majo- 

"FE © rity muſt conſiſt. I fear it always 


40 bears about it the ſeeds of its own 


cc diffolution. The wealthy will, as you 


« ſay, never bear to be beneath the 


ec higheſt conſideration : : and virtue, 
ye wiſdom, birth ; the antient gentry of ; 
c moderate fortunes z and the humble 


e honeſt peaſantry, who have paid 


them an hereditary reſpect; will never 


5 endure to ſee perſons inſulting over 


4 3. a 


* them, who are remembered to have 
<< been lately in a ſtate of ſervility to 


* the one order, and of equality to the 
© other. All the philoſophical founda- 
« tions of thoſe diſtinctions, which, 


„when conferred on birth, are ſo far 
5 from 


* 
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« from Wag generally invidious, that 

5 they have the moſt certain tendency : 
« to the peace and good order of ſoci- 
« ety, are abandoned, when titles and 
privileges are beſtowed on newly-ac- 
*« quired riches. I know the danger of 
not gratifying this powerful ſet of 
« people, who can reſort to their coffers 
laden with the ſpoils of the Eaſt; or 
* who perhaps keep the key of the Na- 
ay tional Bank. T know with what an 
40 « hearty contempt they treat the imbe- 
5 cillity of empty deſcent, or the fanci- 
oc ful and ſhadowy i importance of a well- 
_ © cultivated and brilliant mind. They 
* hold up their rattling purſes, and, 

0 looking to the neighbouring boroughs, * 
*© bid defiance to the families, to whom 
** thoſe boroughs have for centuries paid 
M 5 «© reſpect, 
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«f reſpe&, and by whom they have for | 
© centuries been fed. They come into 
counties; ſpread their tables wide 
Ce * with coſtly viands, and ſurround 
— « them with gaudy liveries, and, ſending 
cout their cards of 1 invitation, laugh to 
< ſee the plainer hoſpitality of their 
£6 << neighb ours deferted, even where elo 
7 quence, and knowledge, and virtue, 
oF and illuſtrious birth, preſide. Riches - 
„ now carry ſo much weight, chat no- 
 * thing of a leſs ſubſtantial nature, no- 
© thing which depends upon what are 
— called 7b? prefudices of the mind, can 
660 retain the ſmalleſt influence againſt 
it. In a little while who will retain. 
c land, of which the i income is ſo ſcanty 
in proportion to the capital, when it 2 
66 © gives no more power or reſpect than 
66 « the 
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the money which it produces? when 
« country-bankers 1 in every town, rifing 
out of millers and ſhop-keepers, can 
fabricate their paper- money, and, go- 


ing to market with it in purchaſing 
votes to make themſelves legiſlators, 
4 take the Houſe of Commons by ftorm, 
« where, ſelling their voices for ſhares 
« of lucrative loans and contracts, they 
er 
« ſolid wealth, with which again they | 
< purchaſe honours and privileges to 
confirm the inſolent nee of their 
<6 in- got ſuperiority ? Does wealth re- 
*quire theſe additional appendages i in 

6“ days like theſe ? Is it not dangerous 
to gratify it? If it is ſo gratified 
much longer, I d0 not heſitate to aſ- 
8 ' fart, that the death of the conſtitu- 
MTs Fo 
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5* reſpect, and by whom they have for 
* cetituries been fed. They come into 
counties; ſpread their tables wide 
cc with coſtly viands, and ſurround 

_ © themwith gaudy liveries, and, ſending 

M out their cards of 1 invitation, laugh to 
* ſee the plainer hoſpitality of their 
$6 << neighbours deſerted, even where elo- 

e quence, and knowledge, and virtue, 
« and illuſtrious. buth, preſide. Riches 5 
nom carry ſo much weight, that no- 
06 thing of a leſs ſubſtantial nature, no- 

_ © thing which depends upon what are 
called the prejudices of the mind, can 
„ retain the ſmalleſt influence againſt 

„it. In a little while who will retain. | 

land, of which the income is ſo ſcanty | 
in proportion to the capital, when it 

4 3 no more * or reſpect chan 

= | 66 the | 
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c the money which it prod uces ? when 
0 country-bankers in every town, rifing 
out of millers and ſhop-keepers, can 
« fabricate their paper-money, and, go- 
15 ing to market with it in purchaſing 
votes to make themſelves legiſlators, 
« take the Houſe of Commons by ſtorm, 
here, ſelling their voices for ſhares 
c of lacrative loans and contracts, they 
cc can turn their paper currency into 
* ſolid wealth, with which again they 
2 purchaſe honours and privileges to 
confirm the inſolent mn of their 

« W-got ſuperiotity mw wealth re- 

«c -quire theſe additional ee in 
„ days like theſe ? Is it not dangerous 
* 0 cath it? If it is ſo gratified 
e. much onger, I do not heſitate to al- 
* ſert, that the death of the conſtitu- 

FR _ tion 
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tion is not only as certai „ but at 
4e Jeaſt as near, as thoſe of the indivi- 
« duals at this moment exiſting un- 
Si it.” F arg e r n 


— 


0 Inflead of adding to the too in- 
-L « creaſing force of this alarming evil, 

« every thing ought to be done to 
e counteract it. Every privilege, every | 
power to command reſpect, ought to 
06 © be given to education, pure and vir- 
© tuous habits of life, abilities, intel- 
« Jectual accompliſhments, and names 
„which command an hereditary reve- 
v9 rence, 'The vulgar idea, that becauſe 
«© a man is ready at figures, and poſ- 
«« ſefſes a turn for buſinefs, and has 
been initiated in it, he therefore will 
ec make the moſt wiſe and uſeful legiſla- 
tor, 
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ce r ought. to be ſcorned. - A few 
emen converſant in the lower details | 
4c of buſineſs, in the Houſe, may be 
92 e ee but to make laws requires 
3 e lofty, a more comprehenſi ve 
>< hg; If it was not ſo, an 
. 5 attorney would make a better judge 


«1 know the alluions in your mind; 
<< but the facts upon which you found 
them have, 1 believe, generally been 
« miſunderſtood by the world: 1 have 
<< reaſon to think, Lord Chancellor 
„ Hardwicke was — intended * 
<« the. bar 25 


« « You — to laugh at the uſeleſs 
© occupations of our neighbour here, 
60 Sir Thomas Ruler, who has taken 
FO — 


ARTHUR FITZ-ALBINT. 


your infinuations good-naturedly, as 

© became him. 1 ſcarce know any or- 
« der of men more uſeful and reſpecta- 
ce ble than country- gentlemen living 


upon their eſtates, ſpending their 


money upon rhe ſpot, whence it has 


- ol health and bis ſpirits? I am fure he 


5 ariſen, and attending, by example, 
advice, and aſſiſtance, to an induf- 


T trious peaſantry. Is ſuch a man W 


40 be without thoſe innocent amuſe- 
« ments, which conduce both to his 


«« does much more wiſely in thus ſpend- 
* ing his evenings, and his mornings, 
than by daily engagements to fome 
bo neighbouring dinner, and a late re- 
c turn at night, which breaks in upon 
the fineſt hours of the ſucceeding 
** morning ; 2 more money in 
5 a leſs 
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6 wholeſome, manner. We are not all 


<< expected to have the ſame turns and 


e propeniſities. 


It is not ne c 


every man ſhould waſte his time in 
. ſtudies, for which, perhaps from in- 
L clination, or numerous other cauſes, 


<< he is ill-a 


44 man, En ſpends 20 of his time 


* fox-hunting, if he attends to his 


other duties, I reſpect and admire.— 
ce If indbed. as ſometimes is the caſe, he 
« ventures out of his ſphere, and judges 
60 only of other people by his own 
« ſtandard ; if, becauſe he neglects 
40 books, he deems every man a pedant 


LC who employs his time in reading, and 


66 deſpiſes thoſe who are not always wil- 


er ling to bear the fatigue, or the loſs of 


46 as 


255 
A lefs ſatisfactory, and certainly leſs 
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as many hours in the field, as him- 


- 66 ſelf; if he preſumes to think that no 


nan ought to give an opinion different : 
cc from his own, in the tranſaction of 
ce county affairs, whoſe rental is {ſmaller 
than his; or, if he ventures to appre- 


4 ciate birth and reſpect ſolely accord- 
"nh ing to his own narrow experience and ; 
* information; he becomes indeed a 


cc very contemptible kind of animal, 
cc and deſerves the laſh of better minds. 


© But ſoit is of all in every ſphere who 


cc £0 beyond their ſtation. 


6 Sir W Buber will excuſe me, 


„ when I fay that I would not be quite 
5 © confined to paſs my days with his 
hunt of Gangham-lane club; but 
„ hile they leave thoſe 5 whoſe habits 


"Minn «« of 
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of life are not quite congenial with 


© never with to condemn them. As 
. « Mr. Baugham has been rather free in 


& his ſtrictures, 1 muſt fay I prefer 


& them by far to the Bengal-Club with 
0 all their riches, and all their ! impor- 


« — to be, open to every one 


«© to obtain wealth by his induftry, 
9 his ingenuity, or his ſpirit! But 


< I think the proſperous man might 
« be content, without forcing his ſwol- 
1 len =; Gs into one's face, by way of 


«, llinding one, and then kicking up 
„ one's heels. A man who has choſea 


«6:0 purſue a more ſelf-denying, intel- 


& Jectual habit of — might ſurely be 
8 left 


In a free country, it is, it 
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left to his own ideas in homely frupa- 
646 lity without being inſulted. 


e The rapid facility with which riches 


have been acquired in the laſt twenty 


* the Weſt-Indies, and the factories, 
but at home, by contracts, loans, 5 
44 ſpeculations, fees of office, &c. &. 
have advanced ſo very great a nuraber | 


e of very mean people into exceflive 


9 ſplendour, that, inſtead of yielding | 


* more than formerly to its predomi- 


* nance, every mode of giving power 


e and reſpect to the antient families 
« ought to be adopted. 'The tide is 
« flowing, and the waves are every day 


growing higher, to overwhelm us; 


* but my feeble voice, till it is quite 


„ qrowned, 
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1 drowned, ſhall never ceaſe to cry out 
i againſt 1 it. It is not for myſelf I care : 
4 can bear their malice, and their 
* ſcorn, which, in the ſmall extent to 
© which I am wn, has never ceaſed 
to perſecute me. Without ability, 
25 * without knowledge, they yet have 
never wanted an invention by which 
| 8 they have endeavoured to make me 
 < ridiculous. - But I am confident that 
c have truth on my ſide; and 
c will at laſt win its way to be — 
6 do not mean that they are incapable 
ce of raifing the laugh againſt me: I 
© know too well the contrary ; and it 
would be fooliſh to deny that T have | 
« © often felt it ; but the feeling has been 
* momentary : : my conviction has ne- 
c yer altered ; nor have I ever been 


hy diſpirited 
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diſpirited from declaring my abhor- 
te rence of pwſe-proud wealth.” · 


Sir James Pickman by no means en- | 
joyed this. He writhed about, and kept 


tas temper with ſome difficulty. After 


half-confidering, he thought, at two or 


three different periods, Fitz-Albini had 


given him ſome advantage. Two or 


three half formed words died upon bis 
tongue. At laſt a pauſe gave him the 
opportunity, and the courage. Mr. 


EF itz-Albini,” ſaid he, the active 


0 life I have led has not given me the 


& ſame taſte which you have had for 


6 abſtract ſpeculations; ; and for ſtudyin g 


Homer, and Virgil, and Cicero, and 


66 all the great writers of antiquity: you 


« will e me, if [ expreſs my fear 


6 that 
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that you have rather heated your brain 
too much with theſe ſame authors : 
«6 they may be very fine (I won't ſay any 
* ching to their diſparagement), for 
* your colleges, N and your lofty authors, 
0 who live in garrets upon the feaſts of 


6 their own "Wk and pa but 


= Alba: ay won't der upon "fe. | 
3 * Perhaps too Imi icht a Title foil you 


at your own weapons: I have not 


quite forgot my Latin 10 more th : 


you: there is an author we uſed to 


0 read { Ovidius Naſo 1 believe was his 


<< nate), who fays,” bend then lie bea 
gan tö collect his mouth; and in a 
broad Scotch accent, and à wrong 
quantity to almoſt cer ſyllable, he 
en the following trite paſſage :] 


— 


" — Quz 


"__ 1 4 8 . ny 0 * 
e: ny am eoaugy e wages oe of ie. a 5 
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&« diſpirited from declaring my abhor- 


© rence of purſe-proud wealth,” 


Sir James Pickman by no means en- 
joyed this. He writhed about, and kept 
his temper with ſome difficulty. After 
half-confidering, he thought, at two or ; 

three different periods, Fitz-Albini had 
given him ſome advantage. Tw O or 
three half formed words died upon his 

tongue. At laſt a pauſe gave him the 
opportunity, and the courage. Mr. 
N itz-Albini,” ſaid he, ©* the active 
„ life I have led has not given me the 
e ſame taſte which you have had for 
& abſtract ſpeculations; and for ſtudying 
& Homer, and Virgil, and Cicero, and 


all the great writers of antiquity : you 


— 145 will forgive me, if I expreſs my ſear | 
66 that 
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«© that you have rather heated your brain 
too much with theſe ſame authors : : 
they may be very fine (I won't ſay any = 
"M * thing. to their diſparagement), for 

oy your colleges, and your lofty authors, 
who live in garrets upon the feaſts of 
« their own brains, and ſuch- like : but 
« they won't bear upon life, Mr. Fitz- 
„ Albini, they won't bear upon life. 
ee Perhaps too I might a little foil you 

« at your own. weapons: I have not 
gvite forgot my Latin 10 more than 
£ you: there is an author we uſed to 
read { Ovidius Naſo J believe was his 
© name), who ſays, —ſand-then he bea 

gan to collect his mouth; and in a 
broad Scotch accent, and l a wrong 
quantity to almoſt every ſyllable, he 
e the following trite paſſage ] 


cc — Que 
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4 Quæ non fecimus ipſi, 

« Vix ea noſtra 00 —L—. —ꝛ＋ʃ 
hy Now, Mr. Fitz-Albini, I think that 
« js ſheer good ſenſe ; produce me a 
few more ſuch paſſages, and I'll have 
« at your fine poets, and orators myſelf. 
«] think rank a very good thing; and 
< I think a good old eſtate a very good 
cc thing. But then I don t think 1 it is a 


cc bad ching for 2 man, by his own in- 


60 « duftry. or abilities, to make his own 
hh fortune —ch! ry 


Co No more do I, Sir James,” replied 
Fitz-Albini, a he makes 1 it honeſtly ; , 
| © and will not be ſo. puffed up with his 
on ſucceſs as to deſpiſe every body 
© elſe, and will not think himſelf ill- 
6 uſed, if all the honours and pri vi- 


6 leges 


57 lagi of the land) are not his tewards, 


Bhs © preference. to ſmaller, though 


"08 © competent, fortun 


c herited from a long line of anceſtors, 


* have given the poſſeſſors time and 


CC opportunity to cultivate more refined, 


"> more. dignified, though perhaps not 


© fo ſhowy, qualities: 2 1 agree with 


6 Ovid, that the acts of our anceſtors 
= cannot be ſubſtituted for our own de- 


ficiencies in obtaining new rewards : 


6 but I affert, that the acts of a man's 
_ *© anceſtors may IG: in ſuch a ſi- 


cc tuation, as gives an opportunity to 


& himſelf to purſue a line of conduct 


66: which he could not | have: purſued 


< without ſuch birth, and which merits 


LY ſpeci es of honours, 'that the fabtica- 
*, tor of his. on ene can ſcarcely 


d. 4.0 


„ever 
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„which being 1 in- 


* 
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cc ever be entitled to. Numbers ma 
* and will, abuſe the advantages of birth 
as they do every: other advantage : : 


But it ſhould, and often does, ope- 


22 rate as an incentive to new . 
There are modes of becoming rich, 
cc which the general ſenſe of mankind 


© has condemned, ſuch as' extortion, 


60 famine, the ſword, fraud, and many 
others. Of ſuch I am not nom ſpeak- 
ing. But in the gradual acquifition 
of wealth by legal, ſanctioned, means, 


I fear there is moſt frequently a diſho- 


s neſt, and almoſt always a grarrow, ſelf- 


« of. the Britiſh. merchant; . I muſt 
te think Mr. 2 ſuffered himſelf 


12 N e ce to 


* fiſh, ſordid, ſpirit. Mr: Baughatn ſpoke 
c of the iberality, ſenſe, knowledge, 


cc 


cc 
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© to fall into a very trite, and unfound- 
ec ed, though faſhionable, ſort of cant. 
© It has been my lot to know, and to | 
86 watch, ſome of this deſeription. a 
cc the firſt place, where is their libera- 
ce lity? They put their names down 
© indeed for pompous ſums to public 

1 private ſubſcriptions advertiſed i in 


oy news-papers, when country gentle 5 
*© men, of larger landed rentals, come 
forward ſlowly, or not at all. But 
ec recolle the nature of their circum- 
© ſtances: immenſe ſums are always 
« paſſing through their hands ; every 
thing is comparative; a few guineas 
appear like a cipher to them, who are bf 


making 20, or perhaps 30, or 40, or 

even 100, per cent. by hazarding the — : 

s capitals of other people: the country ih 
r gentleman, 
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5 gentleman „ meanwhule, is waiting for 
ha... ſlow payment of ſcarcely two per 
cent. on his own capital, on which he 
. cannot encroach , becauſe it I locked 
up in land; an income, which his 
40 neceflary habits of hoſpitality, his 
80 ſupport of the poor, his land-tax, and 
4 his repairs, have already fully antici- 
— e pated. But this man, who would 
thus liberally bring forth his guineas 
** to the diſtreſſed, would, if ſuch diſ- 
«6 treſs impelled a perſon to part with 
his property, of which the advanta- 
ve geous ſale was to determine whether 
nl wretched being ſhould have any 
* ſurplus for his own ſubſiſtence; this 
liberal man, 1 ſay, would not ſcruple 
sto cheat the vendor out of a thouſand 


e pounds, per — the only remnant he 
6s could 
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© could have hoped to conſider as his 


con. Call him to account: he ſmiles :— 
1 „ h, there he was at bis trade; it was 
eg Bargain! Where is his knowledge? 
8 In commerce? No: he has contem- 
hs plated but ſome one branch, of which 


e the means of proſperity or decay have 


ce warped all his ideas. If he be a Weſt- 


60 India merchant, every thing i is to be 
« facrificed to its produce, and con- 
c ſumptions. If we cannot retain iſlands 
< enough fo fill our markets here, the 


ce whole force and finances of the na- 


„„ tion muſt be exhauſted to obtain 


them; and the miniſter is a fool, and 


ee the country loſt, if they are ſacrificed, 
If we puſh our conqueſts, ſo as to 
ce overftock the markets, though our 


1 oon ſhould be enriched, and our 
N 2 1 glory 


. \ 
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« glory extended, it is nothing but op- 


5 probrium and ruin. If he be a corn- 


factor, are his opinions to be truſted 


be © regarding the agriculture of the 
© country ?—The very reverſe —His 


e hole thoughts, and all his manœu- 


res, IS fixed upon keeping down 
the price of the produce of our own 
country, that he may obtain the 


«Cc bounty, and the gain, of : importing 


it from other kingdoms, to the ruin 


of tlie farmers, and the draining the 
nation of ſo much poſitive wealth. 


Merchants do therefore, (they always 


© muſt), contemplate commerce in a 


narrow partial light, without the in- 
« clination, or perhaps the capacity, of 


by viewing it on the broad baſis of its 
« * political relations. Where do their 


i great 
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385 great abilities appear They are rea- 
dy, perhaps, at figures; and, by an 
active buſtling life, and an intercourſe 


© with a great variety of people, there 
cc are a few common topics at which 
© they muſt be ready, more ready, L 
admit, than the generality of coun- 
© try-gentlemen, whoſe underſtandings, 
if not by nature particularly vigorous, 
& the quiet, retired life they lead has a 
© tendency to render ſluggiſh and dull. 
6 But dull and ſluggiſh as they too of- 
t ten are (and I cannot deny that I fre- 
60 quently have found them a little ſopo- 
ce rifick), when rouſed, they are at leaſt i 
<< infinitely more generous, bold, and 7 [ | 


, comprehenſive, than the pert, calcu- 


„ lating, balancing, ideas of a mercan- l | 
„tile head. — 16 
N 3 | cc All 2 "hh! 
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„All this will be deemed illiberal. 
This bugbear name of illiberality has 
e frightened us till we are to confound 
all diſtinctions. The conſequence is, 
that we are to ſurrender our under- 


« ſtandings, hood-winked, to theſe peo- 


ple as our maſters. Literature, ge. 
5 nius, elevated ſentiments, liberal pro- 
e feſſions, are to be filent, and ſhrink 
« into infignificance, before trade and 
wealth. Wealth is now the ſole god 
« of our idolatry : and trade is held in 
46 the higheſt reverence, becauſe it 
cc brings us neareſt to that ſelfiſh,” in- 
66 lolent, immoral, corrupt, ſenſual, 
M6; blood-ftained, altar. Let but a fel- 
low, who once wore a livery, come 
«© back from the Eaſt with his big purſe 


pouring over with gold, even though 
ee the 
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ry the ſtains of the blood an which 
he waded to it are viſible to every eye, 
and the ſhrieks of dying thouſands 


are yet ringing in every ear: let him 


6K throw open his ſplendid apartments in, 
a Groſvenor-ſquare, or Portland place, 
and half the titles and rank in the. 
40 kingdom will be ſeen flocking to his 


= * aſſembles —Expreſs. your wonder 
* people ſtare with contempt in your 


face, as much as to ſay, * where have 
«© you lived ? what fooliſh. prejudices 
have you got into your head? The 
days of chivalry are over, Mr. Don 
** Quixote!” ! 


The days of chivalry. are over! 


** But ſome of the ſentiments of chi- 


C valry ſhall not be over with me ; be- 


S - * 


c cauſe 
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« cauſe I believe them to be founded 
in virtue and conſummate wiſdom !” 


mimicking tone, to repeat that ſublime 


paſſage of Mr. Burke, which I have fo 


often heard Eaft-Indians ſelect for their 


ſanghter : It is now fixteen or ſeventeen 
«© rears fe nce I Jaw the Queen of France, 5 
cc © then the dauphineſs, at Per failles; and 


(0 furely never lighted. on tis orb, which 
© ſhe hardly ſeemed to touch, a more de- 


oy lightful viſion. I ſow her juſt above 


« the borizon, decorating and cheering the 


© elevated ſphere ſhe juſt began 10 move 
66 in—g littering like the morning Aar, full 


55 4 fe, and felendour, and.) joy. Ob! 


de be © what 


Here M r. Baugham , Whoſe face had 
exhibited a thouſand contortions during 


this harangue, began, in a ridiculous 
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1 bot a revolution! and what an heart 


m have, to contemplate without emo- 


tion that elevation, and that fall „ L. 


* tle did I dream, when Jhe added titles of : 


cc veneration to thoſe of enthaf aftic, dif 


tan, reſpefful love, that ſhe ſhould 
* ever be obliged to carry the Harp. anti- 


— dure again diſgrace concealed in that 
= * boſom; little did I dream that I Hold 
on ' bave led to fee ſuch diſa ers fallen, 
66 pon ber in a zation of gallant men, in, 


Be nation of men of honour, and of cava- 
cc liert: I thought. ten thouſand fevords, 


« * muſt bave leaped from their ſeabbards to. 
6 ' avenge a look that threatened ber with. 


60 8 t inſult, —But 1 tbe age of chivalry i is Zone. 


« —That of  ſophiſters, Economiſts, and 
60 calculators, | has Succeeded ; and the 
8 bin of Europe is extinguiſhed for ever. 
MN £ ** ever, 
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Never, never more, ſhall we bebald that 
* generous loyalty to rank and ſex, that 
« proud ubm Non, that dignified obedience, 
46 that ſubordination of the heart, which 
« kept a alive, even in ſervitude aufelf, the 
« ſpirit of an exalted freedom. The un- 
© bought 25 ace of l ife, the cheap defence of 
t nations, the nurſe of manly ſentiment | 
ms and beroic enterprize, is gone! ! 1 * 
gone, that ſenſibility of principle, that 
3 ehaſiil y of honour, which fell 4 ain like 
8 a wound, which inſpired courage, while 
«7 mitigated ferocity, which entobled 
«© whatever it touched, and under which 
« vice ſelf alſo Loft half i its evil, by long 
40 all its e *,” There is a paſſage 


- + Burke's „ RefleRions tn the Reyolution in 
France, pp. 112, 113. 33:5 
for 
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v for you, Mr. Fitz-Albini, it out- 


«© hetoes all your heroics.” 


% Mr. Baugham,” anſwered Fitz- 
Albini, in a firm, collected, voice, 
* though I will not pretend to compli- 
ment either the tone or accent in 

« which you. have ſpoken, yet I ſhall 
© no: hefitate to declare, that the paſ- 
« ſage, on which perſons of your caſt 
of mind have endeavoured to throw 
& fo much ridicule, 18 one of the moſt 
beautiful of a work which, not only 
»in eloquence, but in wiſdom, ſtands 
Fl perhaps as high as mere human abili- 
* ties have ever produced. 1 


The bold manner in which this was. 
ſpoken not only defeated the malignant 
N 6 x Tun 
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triumph of Mr. Baugh am, but inſtantly 
re- compoſed the countenances of the 
company, who had been about to burſt 
into a general fit of . b 37 Shae 


- 
+ \* v. 4 


. 14 fox, it may be very | fine,” 
ſaid Sir Thomas Bulmer; but, to 
* fay truth, I don't underſtand it.. 
5 Why, to be free ſpoken,” added Sir 
James. Pickman, I muſt agree with 
my friend Sir Thomas.“ — Pſhaw ! 
© pſhaw! the man is mad, * rejoined 
Mr. Baugham; „ and there's an end 


| wa] 


| * on t! 
Lou have indeed made- an end of 
it,“ ſaid Fitz-Albini ſarcaſtically, diſ- 
— to continue the ſubject. 
Baugham, 
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Baugham, a little elated at the advan- 


tage be: fuppoſed himſelf to have at- 
tained, and yet irritated by the ſcornful 


countenance of Fitz-Albini at. the cloſe 
of this diſpute, was determined to find 
ſome freſh ſubje& of debate, and fat 
watchful and ready to dart forth upon 
the 3 opportunity. 
at county . was mentioned . 
had lately been elected for **##ſhire 
without oppoſition, rather in conſe- 
quence of the intimidation which the, 
ſtrength of his purſe held out than of 
any natural and wide- eſtabliſhed intereſt 
which he poſſeſſed. 5 


* cannot think,” ſaid Sir 8 
Bulmer, « how that man ever thought 
* of 
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of ſuch a ſituation. We remember 
„his father a contractor for clothing 
«© the army but a few years ago. As to 
SUS grandfather, nobody can find out 

40 that eren had one.” O20) 8109-20 


. A for that matter, cried Sir Janes 


Pickman, ** his. money gives 


8 good a right to enjoy his ambition as 
other people. A bargain. is a bar- 
gain; and, if his father turned a penny 


"by ſupplying Government with got 
M0 < why, ſo he ought: every man has 2 
0 "oye to be paid for his wy" 


.; 6 Reaſonably,” added Fitz-Atbini. 


4 think ſo ta kel Sf Tho- 
mas; but ſome how or other, perhaps, 


e 1] cact 


79 
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e can't tell why, I don't feel quite ſa- 


+ tisfied, that the profits of that pay- 
«> ment ſhould purchaſe for his ſon a 
„ ſeat in Parliament for a large and' 


6c reſpectable county before the ſmell of 


(5 3 


« the ſhop is a little farther removed.” 


41 * 


« All that! 18 b old-faſhioned ſtuff, 


40 Sir Thomas,” faid Mr. Grinſted, the 


young clergyman, whoſe father, 4 bank- 
er, had bought for him a rick adjoining 


rectory, which enabled the ſpruce crop 
to keep as good hunters, and employ as 


much time in hunting and drinking, as 
any of the furrounding ſquires. «© Be- 


60 fides,” he added, who was there to 


1 know that 
6 county pretty well, and'T have dined 


40 contend with kim ? 


6 * tolerably c often at his houſe —Why, 


© there 
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© there is not a gentleman ; no, nor a 


. © nobleman, in the whole county, that 


5e pretends to keep as good a table, or 
«« as many ſervants, and horſes, as be! | 


« For every guinea that another ſhall 


e ſpend, I warrant ye, he ſhall mou 


— two! * : - 


cc What i is become of al the * 
« that repreſented | the county ame ” 


{aid Mr. Sobel 


« Oh, as for that,” replied Mr. 8 


Dh in a pert jeſting tone, 9, how 9 
20 ſhould 1 know? Do you think I | 
ene enquire what happened in the 


ps days of my grannam? 2 think 
70 * though, when I uſed to be in that 


A... neighbourhood, „ we > dined ſometimes I 
c with 
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ce with two or three queer, plain, old 
„ faſhioned families, of queer - ſounding, N 
. French like names, who they ſaid 
were often elected formerly. But, Lord 


they were no more to be compared 
« with Sir Paul Grubſkins, the preſent 
6 member, in point of living, than my 


| 4 ſervant, T with me. 1 remember 
04 being bored once or twice, when ſome. 
ec pedantic fellow, whom they called an. 


* antiquarian, met us at dinner there, 


e with being dragged to ſee a horrid 
dull room, hung with tapeſtry, = 
an old ſhabby. red velvet bed, with 
N naſty tarmſhed. lace, where they ſaid, 1 
« old Queen Beſs ſlept in one of bern: 
FProgreſſes; for, here they told us the 
<< ſquire's 1 don't know how-many- 
= giqnes-great — entertained 55 
ce the 5 il 
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"FS the old girl for near a week. But | 
„what cared I for the old harridan ; 


* or old Squire—{Montfichet, I think 
<< they called him—a name never heard · 


before) Squire Montfichet's anceſ- 


„tors? All I can fay is, that they 


60 have not taught the Squire how to 
CL give a good cheerful dinner; for, a 
« plainer dinner, and a plainer, more 
formal ſet of ſervants, I ſhould 1 never 
« with to fit down before Due s, 


, « « 8 q » . * p * 
1 j - 4 7 1 ? — 8 . * : 4 - * \ — * 7 4 *; - * on 3 
4 A ku ” 4 * 6 * F * 6 ws 1 + 4 1 „ +&* 
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an; is 
— 


* Yet I am told,” replies Sir Thomas 
Bulmer, 60 that the name of Montfichet, 


«though you are not acquainted with 
ait, would, had it been ſet up on ' that 


cc occaſion, have drawn a very wide and 
cc ub. intereſt th * Which 
1 | | 1442-1002; 233-4 would 
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« would ſoon have driven Sir Paul 


"P Grubſkins out of the field.” 


„ The muſhroom families are cer- 


of tainly getting too forward, added 
Stydolfe; but the old yeomanry 7: of a 


velwmently, having hitherto fat biting 
his lips, . thought we had had enough 
of this cant alrcady.—Let us hear no 
more of ſuch prejudiced ftuff—old fa- 


- 


. milies, indeed, in this country lt 
all a fudge!- The lies of thoſe gentry 


1 county ſubmit, 1 believe, reluGtantly 


6 1—— re of them.“ 


F A 3 1 3 \ 6 2 ; 


66 Pſhaw! e I”cried a Mr: Bangham 


4 by Doctors Commons, who wear a 


cc fool's coat bedaubed with lions and 
2 flower-de luces on proceſſion-days, 


— | 
6c and 
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« and would fel] the hangman a coat of 
< arms for half a crown, will not go 
40 down in theſe days. Why, you laugh 
bes now—and Fitz-Albini thinks I know 
"wp nothing about the matter—but theſe 
6C things are true—literally true—Fitz- 
« Albin cannot deny them—he muſt 
40 remember how old Garter granted a 
& coat (and a royal one too) to the Jack- 
« Ketch of the day.—Old Writheſſey, 
© and Dethick, and Byſhe, and twenty 
© more of them—I ſhould wiſh to know 
= what credit i is to be given to any of 
ce their pedigrees, by thoſe who know 
e their characters | Yet theſe are tlie 
«+ authentic documents on which the 
£ lazy race of what are called antient 
18 gentry are to build their claims of 


ce pre-eminence over men more de- 
. «© ſerving 
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re ſerving than themſelves. I ſay it is 


85 call a juggle, a mixture of ſhameful 
48 knavery and diſguſting nonſenſe. —To 


«© own the truth, I-uſed to hear ſo much 


cc on the ſubject, and to ſee thoſe who 
60 had been proſperous in the world 

c treated with ſuch improper banteur, 5 
« that it excited my enquiry, and , 
C c have, 4 fince my return to England, 

66 6. paid ſame attention to it. It was with 

ce pleaſure, therefore, that I embraced | 
ee che opportunity to accompany a fooliſh 
« acquaintance to the proper. office to 
* enroll his arms. 1 deny the ſtories 
that are generally propagated regard- 
cor ing the birth of us Eaſt-Indians. But | 
* this man had literally worn a livery. 


« His name was not a bad-ſounding 


6 one; and, as ſoon as he came to 


England, 
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England, the coach-maker - eafily 
e found an old coat for his carriage. Of 
* this coat he demanded-at the office 5 
what is called a confirmation —The 
c pentry there locked big, and blank, 
Ny and inquiſitive, by turns, and then 
« began to aſk ſeveral impertinent queſ- 
* tions; and he was defired to leave the 
1 matter for the couſideration of another 
day.— We went away—and in the 
c mean time a friend gave us a hint | 
<< that the fees for a confirmation are in 
«6 no degree of proportion to thoſe for 
a nem grant; and that if my acquaint- N 
ce ance demanded the coat as a new 
e grant, he would have no more treuble 
et than that of paying the aaa, and 
obtaining the ſame coat, or ſo nearly 
Fs the ſame om,” that the difference 


66 would 
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would not be perceptible, and there 


would be little difficulty in getting it 
& called a confirmation (which 1 is an ad- 


* miſſion of an antient right) into the 


955 bargain. Thus inſtructed, we ſallied 


forth a ſecond time, and managed the 
Fs matter admirably. We got the con- 
3 firmation, with no other difference 
ve than an imperceptible ſpot of Ermine 
1 on a charge of the ſhield, Which 
* < nobody will ever ſee if painted there, 


cc though it will probably be ſoon left 


e out; but which will ſave the he- 
1 rald' 5 credit, if ever the matter be 
oy called in queſtion —Now 1 appeal to 


** F itz- Albini's candour to anſwer all 


re this, if he can. N he cannot, let 


* our ears no more be ſtunned with ſuch 
Sg a farrago of baſe and empty fiction 


3 a one 
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cc one E the vileſt and loweſt impoſi- 


«& tions that ever was practiſed on the 


cc rig bis of human nature ! 


©] know not why, cried Fitz-Albini, 
« Mr. Baugham has taken ſo wide a 
* flight from the ſubject of converſa- 
ce tion; and ſtill leſs can [ conceive why 
« he has called on me to defend the 
« abuſes of A certain office, which, if 
they exiſt, are, in my opinion, de- 
« ſerving of all the terms of reproach 
which he has applied to them. I am 


s fure none of my principles are, as he 


« ſeems to think, dependent on the ho- 5 

« © neſty or ſkill of this office; of whoſe 
v8 members, and their proceedings, 1 
© am utterly ignorant, except what I 


66 have eathered from Anftis's © Hiſtory 


cc of 
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c of the Order of the Garter,” a book 


* of credit, to which I ſuppoſe Mr. 


&« Baugham alludes, and where indeed 

66 there are ſeveral well authenticated ſto- 

60 ries which give too much colour to his 
complaints. But how this is to ſhake 

e the credit due to birth; how it is to 

| © work the downfall. of well-authenti- 

© cated genealogies of illuſtrious fami- 


lies; I am utterly at a loſs to gueſs. 


| © Mr. Baugham miſtakes : it is not 
de from this office, it is not from the 


60 ſubſcription of the names of all the 


| ©* Garters, and the Clarencieux, and 
„ Norroys, that a pedigree derives the 
« evidence of its truth. All property, 


all inheritable rights, would indeed 


| <* be ina pitiable fituation, were they 


dependent on the judgement of any 


F ce narrow 
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cc narrow office, whoſe minds were not 
-0S < rendered at once acute and enlarged 
6 by the ſtudy and the practice of the 
E. general laws of evidence, and whoſe 
« education and rank in life did not place 
6 them above all ſuſpicion of ſiniſter 
6. prejudiees. 1 am not about to enter 
into a diſſertation upon Heraldry: 
re but Mr. Baugham ſurely need not be 
© told, that the ufe of arms became he- 
« reditary at leaſt three centuries before 
_ ©. the eftabliſhment of the office in 
ec. queſt ion; that at thoſe periods, when 
« they could not be bought and ſold, | 
4 0 obtain arms Was an indiſputable 
„ honour; and to nſurp them, when 
S they were apenty exhibited on a 
© fhicld, and other parts of the amour, 
6G —— pe, from the nature 
«6 of 
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cc of the military ſubordination of thoſe 
« days. Nor is it unfrequent that they 


© have left an unequiv ocal record be- 


«hind them: they ftill, in many in- 


s ſtances, exiſt ſculptured upon tombs, 


<< or impreſſed upon ſeals appendant to 


66 deeds, which were executed at the 
« time. This 18 what no herald can 


10 give or take away. Grants of arms 
from the office are in their nature too 
contemptible for any well-founded 


« diſtin&tion ; and confirmations, thete- 


fore, which are a derivative from 
46 them, muſt of courſe be ſo. Were 
0 ce the practice of the office, therefore, 


«© as baſe as Mr. Baugham repreſents it 
© to be (which I hope it is not; at leaſt 
I think they muſt poſſeſs ſome uſeful 
06 materials and hints of 1 inquiry, if uſed 
2 EDD -þ 
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with caution) ; but were it ſo, yet I 
888 totally deny his concluſions. How- 
ever the boaſt of deſcent may be au- 
FS: thenticated 1 in other countries, I am 
« ſure there are a very conſiderable 
number of families in this kingdom ; 
«© who can prove a moſt honourable ſe- 
« . of progenitors, for at leaſt ſix 
« centuries, by the moſt ſatisfactory and 
355 demonſtrable evidence.” 


J cannot think,” replied Mr. 
Baugbham, how you can ſuffer your 
80 ſtrong and diſcriminating judgement 
e to be ſo led aſtray by the warmth of 
« your imagination. You muſt excuſe 
*© me, for we have been free with each 
© other this evening; but really you 
o ſeem. mad upon the ſubject. My 


60 good 
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good fs, if you lay afide the heralds 
© pedigrees (which are indeed often 


without dates, proofs, or any thing 


but a bare ſtring of names), yet look 
into the Peerages, and Baronetages, 


and candidly own if your critical eye 
* has not diſcovered innumerable mean 

-" 56 and diſguſting falſchoods, which muſt 
© ſhake one's confidence in all thoſe | 

20 „ high-ſounding claims of importance, 


« of which we hear fo much. 485 


© You forget, , anſwered F itz-Albini, 8 
that theſe are mere panegyrical books, 
<a” which. no perſon” of judgement 

4 6 ever thinks. of relying. F | admit 


6 birth is not enough regarded in ele- 
* rations to honours in this country 


and I am convinced the diſregard is 
O 3 ba Pro- 


—_ 
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12 productive of very alarming tt. 
But is it right or wiſe to be always. | : 
** arguing againſt inftitutions from the 
< abuſe of them ? Is it fair, becauſe 


oy there are many lying pedigrees, and 
0 becauſe many vain perſons make un- 
«c founded pretenſions to diſtinction, to 
< argue there is no truth in any claims 
0 honourable or noble deſcent ? But 
5 admit , fora moment, that the greater 
<< part of thoſe, who lay claim to a re- 
0 mote anti quity of honours „ have 
0 ſufficient ground for them ; yet, 
60 compared with new men, who were 
25 themſelves born among the lower 
ec ranks, they have all the requiſites 
« which, in the riceſt period. of the 
e feudal inſtitutions, were deemed ne- 


*« ceflary. The definition of a gentle- 
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5 man by deſcent was, a perſon, whoſe 

« grandfather, by the father's ſide, had 
< a right to bear arms. I preſume that 
w Mr. Baugham will concede to me, 
that the number of perſons of this 
* deſcription i is very great in this coun- 

: e try; and that, as the uſage at leaſt i is 

« generally a matter almoſt within me- - 


WT mory, the admiſſion reſts on no ab- 


« ftruſe enquiries. I feel a little aſhamed 
© of theſe minute diſcuſſions, as as s if * 
< conſidered of importance a ſubject, : 
. which the puerile abuſes have 
8 thrown upon it ſo proper a ridicule. 
445 But Mr. Baugham has, in ſome de- 
_ «ome. compelled me into them, by 
<« involving with them, with a good 
deal of ſubtlety, the downfall of a 
2 great. and wiſe principle, which, in 
0 ſuch 
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© ſuch a government as ours, ought 
te never to be ſhaken. Where ſubordi- 
< nation of ranks is neceſſary (and I 

« ſhould with to know, indeed, in what : 

” poſſible form of government it is not 
« neceflary), Birth, as I have ſaid be- 
95 fore, and as Gibbon teſtifies, is the 
ot plaineft and leaſt invidious of all dif 
66 © tinctions.— Let me again, in my turn, 3 
<< appeal to the candour of | Mr. 
W Baugham ! Let me aſk, if the power 


6 to ſpend money, to purchaſe rotten | 
00 * boroughs, and to fall up the loans ofa 

« miniſter, 1s a reaſon for giving men an 
i hereditary place above well-educated, 

o virtuous, and independent, families, of 
« deep root, wide alliances, antient pro- 
10 perty, and a kind of preſcriptive influ- 
« ence, oFer the minds of their inferiors, 
ce which 
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„ which is felt without irritation, and 
acknowledged without a ſtruggle ! 
« Riches are fugitive ; birth 1s inſepa- 
6 rable from the perſon ; : new-got 
60 wealth is active and intriguing ; an- 
« tient property is ſluggiſh, though, | 

«c upon great occafions, of much reli- 
« ance and mighty power. If the bar- 
« rier of birth is thrown down, a reſt- 

cc leſs and wicked ambition will never 

60 ceaſe to diſturb the quiet of ſociety. 


1 muſt now notice a mode of argu- 
0 ment which Mr. Baugham and his 
* friends have taken, in my opinion a 
« little extraordinary. * hey firſt deny 
«6 that any reſpect or prix ileges ought 
«© to be allowed to birth, upon the old 
ki ground of the folly of rewarding. a 


66 man 
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* man for the merits of his anceſtors. 
66 When reaſons are alleged which 
operate very ſtrongly, at leaſt upon 
« my mind, why a preference ſhould, 
in many caſes, be paid to birth „ 
0 they ſhift their ground, and deny the 
« exiſtence in this country of well-af- 
« certained pedigrees. IF they rely on 
e this, they bring the matter to a very 
« ſhort queſtion, and moſt aſſuredly 


05 chooſe to rely on an opinion, which 


© may be diſproved, as I have faid, by 
e the moſt demonſtrable evidence. When 
« Mr. Baugham endeavoured to impli- 
« cate this queſtion with the conduct and 
6 character of a certain office, I thought 
« it right to ſeparate them i in my reply 4 
© more particularly, as -I have before 
6 mentioned, t that I could ſpeak nothing 
i from 
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te from my own experience; and, whe- 


| ** ther true or not, it had nothing to do 
C vith the main queſtion. But I ruſt 
88 take this opportunity of ſaying, that, 
8 however ſome individuals may have 
+. diſgraced this profeſſion (as ſome will 
cc do every profeſſion), yet ſurely no- 
cc thing ! is more illiberal than to involve 
e the whole body i in ſuch ſtigmas. Nor 
40 can 1 poſſibly allow any unfavourable 
« ideas of the members in general, | 


6 when I recolle& the names of Glover, 


„Camden, Dugdale, Aſhmole, King, 
« and Anſtis, men who were an honour 

2e to the literature of their country. And 
8 when I read the works of a living 
40 member of the college, who has ad- 
« ded ſome curious, acute, and critical, 6 


as . of Britiſh Hiſtory and Bio- 


0 rep 


— 
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ec graphy to the national ſtores, I have- 
© no doubt, that, if fome may be 
© found unworthy, there are others, , 
e whoſe liberality, 1 integrity, and know- | 
50 ledge, deſerve all our confidence and 
80 praiſe. The biographical accounts, 
60 which accompany thoſe beautiful en- 
© gravings by Bartolozzi from the Hol- 
© bein heads, the moſt beautiful por- 
ce traits which 1 think were ever produ- 
< ced by the graver, and which proba- 


« bly Mr. Baugham, who collects ex- 


hy penſive engravings, has bought, are 
cc peculiarly_1 ingenious and excellent ; J 
« and they are underſtood to be writ- 


6 ten by a member of that office, upon N 


« which he would throw fo much con- 


= 
* 


—H 


6e tempt.” 
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He had ſcarce ended: this long diſ- 
pute, when a ſummons to the drawin * 
room came opportunely to prevent any 
farther warm language between him and 
Mr. Baugham, who appeared rather 3 
lenced than ſatisfied. Yet the boldneſs 
with which he had diſcuſſed topics, from 
| which they who wiſh them well are too 
apt, through fear of ridicule, to ſhrink, 
had made a general impreſſion, and par- 
i ticularly on all thoſe who had any pre- 
a tenſions to education and Famil y. 


The converſation and the wine had 
given an unuſual animation to the looks 
| of Fitz-Albini. He entered the draw- 
ing- room with an happy confidence 
which was not loſt upon the ladies. Af- 
ter wandering about the room for a little 


Vol. I. P time, 
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time, while the ſolicitous looks of Miſs 
Pickman in vain endeavoured to fix him 
near herſelf, he at length took a chair 

by Miſs St. Leger, and entered into a 
_ converſation ſo different from his uſual 
embarraſſment, that, though ſhe at firſt 

felt diſtreſſed, it was impoſſible for her 
long to continue her reſerve. 


Her countenance, that ſoon betrayed 
the delight which (though ſhe endea- 
voured to. ſuppreſs it) animated her 
whole frame, was too apparent to the 
anxious eyes of Miſs Pickman, who fat 
overwhelmed by the moſt tormenting 
| vexation and jealouſy. Yet far, indeed, g 
was it from her wiſh to inflict ſuch pain; * 
nor had ſhe the ſmalleſt taint of that ma- 

— gnant triumph which is too common to 
6 5 female 
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female minds. But ſuch was the plea- 


ſure of Fitz-Albini” s converſation ,which, 


as ſoon as her attention appeared fixed, 


gradually. opened, and became pecu- 


| harly ingenious, intereſting, and ener- 
getic, that ſhe at times forgot not only 
her rival, but the preſence of any others 


of the company. The ſtory of the park- 


keeper's daughter now vaniſhed from her 


1 memory, as it had already done from 


that of the reſt. And ſhe indulged her- 


ſelf in liſtening and replying to him 
| without controul. 


He ol her many of his foroms and 


diſappointments ; he expatiated tenderly 

upon his father's illneſs; and diſcovered 5 
A pliability and ſoftneſs of temper, which, 
from the high and haughty tone of his 


'P2 counte- 
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countenance and language, ſhe had ne- 


ver ſuſpected. 


While 1 thus poſſeſſed t the power to 


engage her attention, he beheld her 
perſon inumined by a very uncommon 
degree of beauty, and his eyes betrayed 


an expreſſion of admiration which did 5 
not eſcape even the dull, though i inqui- 


fitive, obſervance of Mrs. Bracey, who 


reſolved, however, for ſome time, to 


conceal her own diſpleaſure, that ſhe 


might add to the poignant mortification | 
of Miſs Pickman, whoſe looks, as ſne 


| perceived, were betraying all the ago- 


nies of a mind convulſed by the moſt - 


cruel of all paſſions. 


But, 


— —De—_—_ 
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But, for Mrs. Bracey long to com- 
mand her own temper, whatever might 
be the gratification ſhe propoſed to her- 
; ſelf, was impoſſible. She could now 
bo > continue the exertion no longer ; and 
1 buſtled about, at ſupper, in ſuch a 


manner among the party, who were not 
aware what ſhe had in view, that ſhe 


cContrived to ſeat Fitz- Albini between 


| herſelf and Miſs Pickman; while Miſs 1 
St. Leger was thruſt to the bottom of 


the ſame fide, at the greateſt poſlible „ 


diſtance from him. 


Thus hd beyond the power a - 
1 Fitz-Albini, now in good hu- 

mour with himſelf, and all the world, 
was gentle, , but filent ; while the e gloomy 


7 and 
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and pouting countenance of Miſs Pick- 
man, and the inſolent and taunting ex- 
preſſions of Mrs. Bracey, were equally 

| loſt upon him. He ſat ſo immerſed in 
his own thoughts, that all the irritating 
addreſſes of the latter could neither re- 
call his attentions, nor diſcompoſe his 
5 " ads 
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